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Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
2-5-2023 

First Lutheran Church 
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Prelude   Charles L. Lenz  

Gather Us In  

I. Peal  
II. Chant  

III. Dance 
  

Please stand 

The Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers 

of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought 

to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 
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Gather Us In  
ELW 532 
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 P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Through the waters that were poured out 

upon us we are called to go out and be servants of God. 

 L: As a congregation we live out our baptismal promises through our 

mission statement where we boldly proclaim: 

 C: God is among us! 

 L: Together we are called: 

 C: To go out! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To proclaim the gospel! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 

 P: Living in our baptismal covenant and stirred by our mission 

statement to serve one another, this congregation, this community 

and the world around us, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 

forth life in which you took delight. 

  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
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 C: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 P: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 

we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

 C: Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your  

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 P: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise 
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Please be seated. 
 

A reading from Isaiah 58:1-12 
 R: A reading from Isaiah the 58th chapter. 

   

 1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 

their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to 

God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?  

Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress 

all your  

workers.  4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike 

with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on 

high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 

and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose:  o loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 

homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 

them,  

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
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 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing 

shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

 9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the  

finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and 

satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 

darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 

parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like 

a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the  

foundations of many generations;  

you shall be called the repairer of the breach,  

the restorer of streets to live in.  

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

A Reading from I Corinthians 21:12- 
  16 
 R:  A reading from 1st Corinthians the 21st  chapter. 

  1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaim-
ing the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I  
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of  
power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
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The Gospel Acclamation 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this 
age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart con-
ceived,  what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what  
human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s  
except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may under-
stand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these 
things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to  
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves  
subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 16“For who has known the mind of 
the Lord so as to instruct him?”  

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 
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A Reading of the Gospel  
St. Matthew 5:13-20 
 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter. 

  

 C:  

  

 P: Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 

taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for  

anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 

but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the  

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accom-

plished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these  

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and  

teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I 

tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
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 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

  

 C:  

 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Today’s Reflection Pastor C.J. Bailey  

 
Please stand. 
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Christ, Be Our Light  
ELW 715 
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Our Confession of Faith 
 P: Together let us confess our faith: 

  I believe in God who speaks through the prophets and lifts our 

gaze up to high and beautiful paths and peaks. 

 C: I believe in Christ Jesus, free of corruption yet willingly  

numbered among the sinners, baptized in the waters of the 

Jordan. 

 

 P: I believe in the Spirit who rested on Jesus like a dove, and who  

  inspired him with such love as the world has not seen before or 

since. 

 C: I believe that those who are baptized into Christ shall share 

his Spirit, his mission, and his ultimate victory over sin and 

death. 

 

 P: I believe that there is no human ability that cannot be enlarged and 

no weakness that cannot be used by Christ to the praise and glory 

of God. 

 C: I believe that this believing is a gift from God, not to be used 

for self-gratification but for the building up of the church and 

for humble service to the world. 

 

 P: I believe ourselves to be baptized children of God, recipients of 

God’s healing grace, which precedes and supersedes all our own 

efforts to be true. 

 C: With the help of God, I will attempt to live a life of faith all the 

days of my life, and by his grace, dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.    

Amen! 
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The Prayers of the People 
Together we respond: 

  

 L: Merciful God, 

 C: Receive our prayer. 

Please be seated. 

  

Organ Meditation & Offering 
            Charles L. Lenz 

Gather Us In 

V. Scherzo 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 

  and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in  

  Thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 

through Jesus our Savior, 

 C: Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace 
You are invited to share the peace as you feel comfortable. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you.  

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

 C: It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

The Proper Preface for Epiphany  
 P: It in indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a 

star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and 

glorify, you we worship and adore. 

  You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air, 

you created fire for warmth and light, you nourish the lands with 

water. 

  You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 

mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. 

  That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in 

your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

  Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes.  

 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first born of 

your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 

death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We 

await his coming, when with the world made perfect through your 

wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P: Hold God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon 

us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this 

holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a  

living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

 C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions as  

Jesus received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever in 

the triumph of the Lamb:  through whom all glory and honor is 

yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

church, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion 
 P: Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

After instructions are given, you are welcome to come forward,  
communing the “Screen Side” first. Please use the center aisle only.  

Individuals communing in pews, will be given a blessing ! 
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Light Shone in Darkness 
ELW 307 
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Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen! 

The Prayer after Communion  
 L: Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing 

  that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

  and journey humbly with you.  

 C: Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 P: May God, who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

oppressor’s rod  bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 

always. 

 C:  

 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #SAS003776. 

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,  license #A-735756 
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Go, Make Disciples 
ELW 540 
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Dismissal   
 P: Go in peace! Follow the way of Jesus! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Today’s Worship Leaders  

Postlude  Charles L. Lenz 
Gather Us In  

VI. Finale  

 Cantor: Victor Welsch Facebook Camera:   Wendy Bailey
   
 Host: Judy Kimmel SlideShow Creator: Pastor Bailey 
 
 Lector: Rev. Philip Scherr SlideShow Operator: Andrew Bailey 
    
 Worship Assistant:Rev. Philip Scherr 
    
 Director of Music: Curtis L. King Today’s Officiant:    Pastor Bailey 
     

We could not offer multiple platforms for sharing worship  
“Apart...yet Together”  

without an entire crew of people working to make the magic happen. 
THANK YOU! 

Be sure to mark your calendar for  
Souper Bowl Fellowship  

next Sunday, February 12th.  
 

You are asked to bring an item that will be 
donated to the Food  

Pantry.  
In addition, bring along a crock of your favorite soup  

to share following worship.  
 

All are welcome to share in this time of fellowship. 
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 300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 

419-447-1323 
 

firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 
firstlutherantiffin.com 

Pastor: 

Clayton J. Bailey 

Director of Music: 

Curtis L. King 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

First Lutheran Church 

 

***Please note that the annual Pancake dinner will be from  
5-6:30 pm on Tuesday, February 21st.  

The date was omitted from the SCROLL . 
 

***Mark your calendar for Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00 pm on 
Wednesday, February 22nd. 

 
***The Flower Book for 2023 is available with many open dates. If 

you would like to provide flowers in Honor or Memory of someone, feel 
free to sign the book.  

Flowers to adorn our worship space are always welcome! 
 
***Giving statements for 2023 will be available as soon as books 
are closed for the calendar year and Jane prints them. 

Office Ruth 


