
 

1 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
2-12-2023 

First Lutheran Church 
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Prelude   Raymond H. Haan  

Variations on In Babilone 

Theme  
II. Slowly  
I. Briskly 

  
Please stand 

The Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because 

we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help 

us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us 

grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  

 C: Amen. 
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Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling  
ELW 582 
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 P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Through the waters that were poured out 

upon us we are called to go out and be servants of God. 

 L: As a congregation we live out our baptismal promises through our 

mission statement where we boldly proclaim: 

 C: God is among us! 

 L: Together we are called: 

 C: To go out! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To proclaim the gospel! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 

 P: Living in our baptismal covenant and stirred by our mission 

statement to serve one another, this congregation, this community 

and the world around us, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 

forth life in which you took delight. 

  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
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 C: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 P: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 

we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

 C: Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your  

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 P: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise 
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Please be seated. 
 

reading from Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 R: A reading from Deuteronomy the 30th chapter. 

   

Moses said to the people: 15See, I have set before you today life 

and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the  

commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you 

today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and  

observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you 

shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart 

turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall 

perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the 

Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today that I have set before you life and death,  

blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your  

descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 

and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 

days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to 

your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.   

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Reading from I Corinthians 3:1-9  
 R:  A reading from 1st Corinthians the 21st  chapter. 

  1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, 
but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you 
with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. 
Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For 
as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
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of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For 
when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to  
Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 
came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a  
common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the  
labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you 
are God’s field, God’s building.  

 
 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation 
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Reading of the Gospel  
St. Matthew 5:21-37 
 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 17th chapter. 

  

 C:  

  

 P:  Jesus said to the disciples: 21“You have heard that it was said to 

those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever  

murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you 

are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and 

if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and 

if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when 

you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 

brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, 

and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with 

your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your  

accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 

guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will 

never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit  

adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman 

with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If 

your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is 

better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to 
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sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of 

your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 

certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces 

his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit 

adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient 

times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have 

made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his  

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And 

do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 

black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than 

this comes from the evil one.”  

 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

  

 C:  

 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

 
Today’s Reflection Pastor C.J. Bailey  

 

Please stand. 
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Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive  
ELW 605 
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Our Confession of Faith 
 P: Together let us confess our faith: 

  I believe in God who speaks through the prophets and lifts our 

gaze up to high and beautiful paths and peaks. 

 C: I believe in Christ Jesus, free of corruption yet willingly  

numbered among the sinners, baptized in the waters of the 

Jordan. 

 

 P: I believe in the Spirit who rested on Jesus like a dove, and who  

  inspired him with such love as the world has not seen before or 

since. 

 C: I believe that those who are baptized into Christ shall share 

his Spirit, his mission, and his ultimate victory over sin and 

death. 

 

 P: I believe that there is no human ability that cannot be enlarged and 

no weakness that cannot be used by Christ to the praise and glory 

of God. 

 C: I believe that this believing is a gift from God, not to be used 

for self-gratification but for the building up of the church and 

for humble service to the world. 

 

 P: I believe ourselves to be baptized children of God, recipients of 

God’s healing grace, which precedes and supersedes all our own 

efforts to be true. 

 C: With the help of God, I will attempt to live a life of faith all the 

days of my life, and by his grace, dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.    

Amen! 
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The Prayers of the People 
Together we respond: 

  

 L: Merciful God, 

 C: Receive our prayer. 

Please be seated. 

  

Organ Meditation & Offering 
            Raymond H. Haan 

Variations on In Babilone 

II. Musette 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 

  and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in  

  Thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 

through Jesus our Savior, 

 C: Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace 
You are invited to share the peace as you feel comfortable. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you.  

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

 C: It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

The Proper Preface for Epiphany  
 P: It in indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a 

star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and 

glorify, you we worship and adore. 

  You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air, 

you created fire for warmth and light, you nourish the lands with 

water. 

  You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 

mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. 

  That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in 

your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

  Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes.  

 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first born of 

your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 

death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We 

await his coming, when with the world made perfect through your 

wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P: Hold God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon 

us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this 

holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a  

living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

 C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions as  

Jesus received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever in 

the triumph of the Lamb:  through whom all glory and honor is 

yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

church, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion 
 P: Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

After instructions are given, you are welcome to come forward,  
communing the “Screen Side” first. Please use the center aisle only.  

Individuals communing in pews, will be given a blessing! 
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Light Shone in Darkness 
ELW 307 
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Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen! 

The Prayer after Communion  
 L: Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing 

  that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

  and journey humbly with you.  

 C: Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 P: May God, who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

oppressor’s rod  bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 

always. 

 C:  

 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #SAS003776. 

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,  license #A-735756 
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Praise the Lord,  
Rise Up Rejoicing 

ELW 544 
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Dismissal   
 P: Go in peace! Follow the way of Jesus! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Today’s Worship Leaders  

Postlude  Raymond H. Haan 
 Variations on In Babilone 

V. Vigorously  

 Cantor: Victor Welsch Facebook Camera:   Wendy Bailey
   
 Host: Bonnie Oberlander SlideShow Creator: Pastor Bailey 
 
 Lector: John Kobelt SlideShow Operator: Andrew Bailey 
    
 Worship Assistant: John Kobelt 
    
 Director of Music: Curtis L. King Today’s Officiant:    Pastor Bailey 
     

We could not offer multiple platforms for sharing worship  
“Apart...yet Together”  

without an entire crew of people working to make the magic happen. 
THANK YOU! 

We will celebrate Souper Bowl Sunday with soup   
fellowship following worship. All are welcome to share  

in this time of fellowship. 

Survey results indicate the following preference: 
 

Lenten worship will take place on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. 
If you know someone who would like to attend,  

but prefers not to drive at night,  
perhaps you could offer them a ride. 
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 300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 

419-447-1323 
 

firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 
firstlutherantiffin.com 

Pastor: 

Clayton J. Bailey 

Director of Music: 

Curtis L. King 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

First Lutheran Church 

 

***Please note that the annual Pancake dinner will be from  
5-6:30 pm on Tuesday, February 21st.  

The date was omitted from the SCROLL . 
 

***Mark your calendar for Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30 pm on 
Wednesday, February 22nd. 

 
***The Flower Book for 2023 is available with many open dates. If 

you would like to provide flowers in Honor or Memory of someone, feel 
free to sign the book.  

Flowers to adorn our worship space are always welcome! 
 
***Giving statements for 2023 will be available as soon as books 
are closed for the calendar year and Jane prints them. 

Office Ruth 


