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Third Sunday of Epiphany 
1-22-2023 

First Lutheran Church 
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Prelude   Paul Manz 

Ebenezer, Opus 20. No.2  
  

Please stand 
 

The Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray. Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us 

and follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our 

steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 
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Thy Strong Word 
ELW 511 
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 P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Through the waters that were poured out 

upon us we are called to go out and be servants of God. 

 L: As a congregation we live out our baptismal promises through our 

mission statement where we boldly proclaim: 

 C: God is among us! 

 L: Together we are called: 

 C: To go out! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To proclaim the gospel! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 

 P: Living in our baptismal covenant and stirred by our mission 

statement to serve one another, this congregation, this community 

and the world around us, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 

forth life in which you took delight. 

  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
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 C: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 P: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 

we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

 C: Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your  

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 P: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise 
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Please be seated. 
 

A reading from Isaiah 9:1-4 
 R: A reading from Isaiah the 9th chapter. 

  1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the for-

mer time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the 

way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

A Reading from I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 R:  A reading from 1st Corinthians the 1st  chapter. 

  10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be 

no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s 
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people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sis-

ters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 

belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 

Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I bap-

tized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can 

say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I bap-

tized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 

cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation 
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A Reading of the Gospel  
St. Matthew 4:12-23 
  

 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 4th chapter. 

  

 C:  

 

 

 P:12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, 

and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets 

and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other 

brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
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with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 

him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every 

disease and every sickness among the people.  

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

  

 C: 

 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Today’s Reflection Pastor C.J. Bailey  

 

Please stand. 
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You Have Come Down  
to the Lakeshore  

ELW 817 
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Our Confession of Faith 
 P: Together let us confess our faith: 

  I believe in God who speaks through the prophets and lifts our 

gaze up to high and beautiful paths and peaks. 

 C: I believe in Christ Jesus, free of corruption yet willingly  

numbered among the sinners, baptized in the waters of the 

Jordan. 

 

 P: I believe in the Spirit who rested on Jesus like a dove, and who  

  inspired him with such love as the world has not seen before or 

since. 

 C: I believe that those who are baptized into Christ shall share 

his Spirit, his mission, and his ultimate victory over sin and 

death. 

 

 P: I believe that there is no human ability that cannot be enlarged and 

no weakness that cannot be used by Christ to the praise and glory 

of God. 

 C: I believe that this believing is a gift from God, not to be used 

for self-gratification but for the building up of the church and 

for humble service to the world. 

 

 P: I believe ourselves to be baptized children of God, recipients of 

God’s healing grace, which precedes and supersedes all our own 

efforts to be true. 

 C: With the help of God, I will attempt to live a life of faith all the 

days of my life, and by his grace, dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.    

Amen! 
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The Prayers of the People 
Together we respond: 

  

 L: Merciful God, 

 C: Receive our prayer. 

Please be seated. 

  

Organ Meditation & Offering 
            David Lasky 

Toma Mi Voluntad 

Take My Life, That I May Be 

Please stand. 
 

Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray.  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 

  and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in  

  Thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 

through Jesus our Savior, 

 C: Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace 
You are invited to share the peace as you feel comfortable. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you.  

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

 C: It is right to give God thanks and praise! 

 

The Proper Preface for Epiphany 
 P: It in indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a 

star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and 

glorify, you we worship and adore. 

  You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air, 

you created fire for warmth and light, you nourish the lands with 

water. 

  You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 

mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. 

  That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in 

your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me. 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

  Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes.  

 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first born of 

your new creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his 

death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We 

await his coming, when with the world made perfect through your 

wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P: Hold God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon 

us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this 

holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a  

living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

 C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions as  

Jesus received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever in 

the triumph of the Lamb:  through whom all glory and honor is 

yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

church, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion 
 P: Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

After instructions are given, you are welcome to come forward,  
communing the “Screen Side” first. Please use the center aisle only.  

Individuals communing in pews, will be given a blessing ! 
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Take My Life, That I May Be 
ELW 583 
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Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen! 

The Prayer after Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing 

  that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

  and journey humbly with you.  

 C: Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 P: May God, who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

oppressor’s rod  bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 

always. 

 C:  

 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License #SAS003776. 
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Will You Come and Follow Me  
ELW 798 
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Dismissal   
 P: Go in peace! Follow the way of Jesus! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Today’s Worship Leaders  

Postlude  Leigh Harrison

   
Fanfare 

 Cantor: Victor Welsch Facebook Camera:   Wendy Bailey
   
 Host: Nominee Family SlideShow Creator: Pastor Bailey 
 
 Lector: Melissa Chester SlideShow Operator: Andrew Bailey 
    
 Worship Assistant: Melissa Chester 
    
 Director of Music: Curtis L. King Today’s Officiant:    Pastor Bailey 
     

We could not offer multiple platforms for sharing worship  
“Apart...yet Together”  

without an entire crew of people working to make the magic happen. 
THANK YOU! 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Our Annual congregational Meeting will 
be held after worship on Sunday,  

January 29th. 
 

The meeting will be followed by a 
Baked Potato lunch. You may either 

eat-in or carryout. 
All donations will be split between the 

Youth and  
support for the congregation. 
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 300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 

419-447-1323 
 

firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 
firstlutherantiffin.com 

Pastor: 

Clayton J. Bailey 

Director of Music: 

Curtis L. King 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

First Lutheran Church 

 Today’s Flowers were given by Ruth Scott in loving memory of the 89th 

anniversary of her mother, Janet (Harkins) Ferner’s, birth on 1-22-34. 

 ***Giving Envelopes for 2023 can be found  
 on the table in the lobby area. PLEASE take  
 envelopes for yourself and any family  
members or friends who may not be in  
attendance today. If there is no box with your name, 
please let me know and I will fix that problem! 
 
***The Flower Book for 2023 is available with 
many open dates. If you would like to provide  
flowers in Honor or Memory of someone, feel free 
to sign the book. Flowers to adorn our worship 
space are always welcome! 
 
***Giving statements for 2023 will be available 
as soon as books are closed for the calendar 
year and Jane prints them. 

Office Ruth 


