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August 2022 Scroll

“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
Merry Christmas . . . well kind
of! As we move from July
into August did you take
some time to celebrate
Christmas in July? Our youth
did, especially those who
attended our week at
Lutheridge. Without dwelling
on all the details, the last
week in July at Lutheridge is
“Family Camp” and they
celebrate Christmas every
July 25th. So along with all of
our work projects and
learning opportunities we
took some time to celebrate
Christmas, complete with an
white elephant gift
exchange amongst our
cabin!

year have been centered on
our “favorite” stories, and
we’ve moved through the list
of favorite Old Testament
stories onto the life of Jesus,
and what a way to start!
Simeon and Anna make the
list as my favorite Bible Story.
I just love their expectant joy
and willing waiting. Can you
fathom the depth of their
faithfulness?

Day after day, Simeon and
Anna (not a couple, just
mentioned in the same story)
visit the Temple living in the
promise that their lives would
not be complete until they
had seen the coming Savior.
We can assume each was
While all of that is well and
old, especially for the date
good, Christmas always
and time. Simeon was
takes me to part of the
“looking forward to the
Christmas story that is often
consolation of Israel” likely
overlooked. It’s one of my
meaning that he would soon
favorite Bible stories, and I do be greeted by our ancestors
have several favorites, but
Jacob (aka Israel) at the
this one nearly tops the list.
time of his death, and that
Would you take some time
Anna was widowed at the
and open your Bibles to the
age of 84. Think old, maybe
second chapter of Luke and 100 + in our own time. And,
read verses 22-36?
despite their age, they each

Our council devotions this

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE
Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
In-person,
93.3 FM or 1600 AM and on
Facebook Live
(firstlutherantiffin)

Sharing Kitchen
Monday & Thursday
August 15 & 18

Piece Corp
Wednesday, August 10
9:00 a.m.

Church Council
Wednesday, August 17
6:30 p.m.

West Ohio Food Bank
Thursday, August 25
Volunteers report by 12:30
Distribution begins at 1:00

Office Hours
9-4 Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday
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had one thing on their mind .
. . God’s promise.

and joy that their songs of
praise are sung. Can you
imagine the thoughts going
Living in that promise they
through the minds of Mary
wait expectantly. Day after
and Joseph as they take all
day. Day after day.
Returning to the temple, living this in? It must have been a
in hope. One might ask, who sight to behold!
or what would you be willing As I ponder this story, it is one
of my favorites because of
to wait so patiently and
the hopefulness that Simeon
joyfully for. I believe that is
and Anna hold on to. Their
the key word, joyfully.
entire lives are grounded in
Because it is with joy that
hope. So too should ours!
Jesus is embraced. It is with
Hope in the resurrection.
utter joy that Jesus is taken
Hope in the promise of God’s
from his mother’s arms and
coming again. Hope in the
lifted up. It is with sheer
promise that all things will be
compassion, hopefulness,

made new. Isn’t that what
we all should hope for? At
least I do.
Gratefully, that hope is real
and it came in the form of a
child, given to us at
Christmas. What a gift to
hope for! So perhaps it seems
silly to say, but I’ll say it again
“Merry Christmas”,
because it is in the birth of
Christ that all of our hope is
found!
Blessings!

TRANSITIONS & CONGRATULATIONS
We send our former janitors, John Bailey and Haley Welter on to their next adventures at
The University of Cincinnati with wishes for much success. We also welcome our new janitor, Rick Sholl.
Doug & Sylvia Cavanaugh, married 7/14/22
Jade & Austin Dupont, married 7/15/22
Colt Jackson Lee Fleckner, baptized 7/10/22
Ruth & Ed Lape’s new address: 2017 Airport Road, Whispering Pines, NC 28327
Pictured to the left:
Pastor Bailey, Colt, his
parents and big sister ,
Claudia pose for pictures
following Colt’s baptism
on Sunday, July 10th.

Colt Jackson Lee Fleckner
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GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
Our Summer Extended Care Program is going
well. We have had some lower numbers, due to
family vacations. Our Summer Enrichment
Program has started Session 2. We have all
enjoyed a summer break, as we were closed the
week of July 4.
Our Summer Extended Care Program has been
busy with themes on "Travel/Vacation",
"Christmas In July" and "Farm/Fair".

The children really enjoyed talking about their
vacations, decorating our Christmas tree and
talking about farm animals and fair visits. The
children have enjoyed related art activities,
books, snacks and games. We have been
enjoying outdoor play, especially with our new
additions to the play yard. Special thanks to
Michael Ross and family for mulching, raking,
adding a tricycle path, a garden box and new
toys. Michael attended both Preschool and
Extended Care here several years ago and
chose this as his Eagle Scout project.

Thanks to all of you who support our programs in
any way. Special thanks to Phillip Scherr, who
drove to Kentucky to pick up our replacement
parts for our playground equipment. Also, thanks
to the "muscles" who helped remove them from
the top of his SUV on Sunday morning. You are
all greatly appreciated!

We do have openings in our preschool
programs.

We are also searching for a Pre Three teacher
and one or two aides. If you or someone you
know is interested, please ‘spread the word’ and
contact me at
419-447-1145.

Jane Frederick,
Our Summer Enrichment Program
(Summer Preschool) has begun their second
Director of FLEC/Preschool
session. The children have enjoyed the following
themes, "Farm Frenzy", "Under The Sea" and "A
Bug's Life". They have read related stories,
enjoyed special snacks and various related art
activities. We will finish the four week session in
early August.
Sadly, we said goodbye to Ms. Ashley in
July. She has taken a position as a Director of a
preschool in Bellevue, which is just a few minutes
from her home in Clyde. We wish her well in her
new job.
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HOLY HUMOR

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Youth Sunday
On August 7th our youth will help to lead worship and share some of their stories from attending their
“Boundless” week of camp. Everyone is also invited to wear their First Lutheran T-shirt or any other Christian
shirt as we celebrate our youth and the ministry they share.
History and Archives Meeting
Anyone interested in helping to preserve, maintain, and organize our Historical Archives is welcome to
attend an informational meeting on Sunday, August 7th following worship. We will meet in the Dietz room as
we begin to discuss how to preserve the historical elements of our congregation’s past.
Congratulations to Pastor Bailey
August 11th marks a milestone in Pastor Bailey’s ministry as this is the 20th Anniversary of his Ordination. As a
congregation we will welcome the Bishop of the Northwest Ohio Synod on August 14th for worship as we
witness the renewal of Pastor’s ordination vows and celebrate this milestone.
Transformation Life Center
During worship on August 28th we will welcome the Director of the Transformation Life Center as she gives a
Temple Talk about our community homeless shelter. Together we look forward to hearing how we may better
“care for all” through the programs offered at the TLC.

First Lutheran is responsible for having volunteers to man jobs at the Sharing Kitchen
on the following dates in August:
Monday and Thursday, August 15th and 18th
If you would like to help or need more information, please call or message Deb Nominee.
rdcp@ who.rr.com or 419-618-4065
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Monday Evening Group Contact Carol Jarrett for information.
Wednesday Morning Group will suspend meetings until the Fall.
Thursday Night Group Contact Diane Greene or Janet Zirger to see
when they will be meeting.

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS
This group will meet Monday afternoon, August 15th at 1:30 pm. If you
would like to join them, the August reading selection is:
The Plum Tree by Ellen Maire Wiseman.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
We have learned that our most recent quilt and
school kit donations have been sent to Bosnia.
With the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year quickly approaching, it
is time to once again begin gathering school supplies for this year’s
bookbag donation. We will be filling 50 bookbags again this year. The
following item are needed for each bag:
(HAVE/NEED)
FOUR 70 page spiral notebooks (75/200)

Mike Porter
8

Mercedes Strausbaugh

15

Luise Zeop

16

Kerry Eppley

17

Joyce Lather

18

Ellie AndersonShawberry

19

Diane Dunbar
Keith Spitler

ONE 12 inch ruler with inch and cm markings (0/50)
ONE-pencil sharpener (48/50)

Xavier Kelly

Mark Stephens
22

ONE pair of blunt tip scissors (0/50)

Jan Hall
Tim Ross

FIVE unsharpened pencils (0/250)

23

Austin Moneer

FIVE black or blue pens )0/250)

25

Norman Covert

ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons (0/50)

Nicki Reis

One 2-1/2 inch eraser (50/50)

28

Ray Wise

LWR requests these very specific items, and we
can not deviate from them. We should not
include anything that promotes the USA or
anything that has a military theme.

30

Jane Frederick

31

Joe Carnahan

Non-compliant items or things in excess of the
amount needed will be donated locally.
Collection boxes can be founds in the lobby area.
Your generosity is much noticed and appreciated!

5

WORSHIP INFORMATION
Call Melissa
Chester or email
her if you would
like to become
more involved as
a worship
assistant.
419-618-6622

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

AUGUST 7

AUGUST 14

AUGUST 21

AUGUST 28

PENTECOST 9

PENTECOST 10

PENTECOST 11

PENTECOST 12

Pastor Bailey

Pastor Bailey
Bishop Seaudoin

Pastor Bailey

Pastor Bailey

Shelley Ross

Carol Jarrett

Linda Ellinger

melisac@qt2.com

OFFICIANT

LECTOR

HOSTS

Judy Kimmel

Janet Zirger

Nominee Family

Linda Ellinger

ACOLYTES

—

__

__

__

John Bailey

John Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Andrew Bailey

SLIDE SHOW
Haley Welter

VIDEO
CREW

MOWING CREW & WEED WARRIORS
August 4-10-Pete Myers
August 11-17-Jim Ruess
August 18-24-John Kobelt
August 25-31– Bob Fruth

Many THANKS for all you do!

Weed Warriors put your weed-pulling
and watering skills to good use! Hands of all
ages are invited to join this group of very
dedicated people who plant, water and
weed the church grounds. They do an
awesome job but need more hands to join
them!
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COUNCIL NEWS
Financial Report

God is among us. We are called to go out, care for
all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust
God for all that we need.
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
June 29, 2022

Month ending
May 2022
Income
YTD

Present: Pastor Bailey, Janet Zirger, Jonathan
Nominee, Deb Nominee, Beth Margraf, Chet Margraf,
and Bonnie Oberlander.

Church

Absent: Diane Greene, Jane Fruth, and Mike Porter.
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by president,
Beth Margraf.
Pastor then opened the meeting with a bible study on
David and Goliath from First Samuel.
Approve Agenda: Fundraising idea for church repair
projects was added to new business agenda. Bonnie
motioned to accept agenda and Deb seconded. The
motion passed.
Approve May Minutes: Date of May council meeting
was corrected to be Tuesday, May 17th. Janet made
a motion to accept the amended minutes and
Jonathan seconded. The motion passed.

$11,093
$71,349
School
$36,039*
$47,132

Pre-

$83,103
$154,452

* includes FLEC Grant

Expenses

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online
giving page.
Fire Alarm System

Approve May Financial Report: A motion to accept
the report was made by Jonathan and Deb
seconded. The motion passed.
Old Business:
Updated church constitution.
Council reviewed Chapter 10 of a new model
constitution as prepared by Pastor Bailey with
guidance from the ELCA.
Updates were suggested as to annual meeting ballots
and distribution of the annual meeting agenda and
voting procedures.

Pastor found another company to get a quote on
the fire system, he is currently waiting on a return call
from the company.
Protocol for Pastor Illness
Janet discussed the proposal that has been created
for the event of pastor illness. Information is attached
on specific responsibilities, but basically, he would be
responsible to maintain information for members such
as a teacher would have for a substitute. Pastor is
going to review more and will update the policy at
the next meeting.
New Business:

Roles of Committees

Church Facility Rentals

Deb & Jonathan are still working on an update to their
committee responsibilities. All other committees have
given updated responsibilities to Beth.

Room request for August 20th was approved by
council for bridal shower to be hosted by Beth.

Historical project
Deb is going to work with Pastor to find a good date
for the project. There have been members showing
interest.

Technology Committee
Discussion was tabled by council on a technology
committee until Mike will be able to discuss his ideas.
He created a statement for Sunday church services
(Continued on page 8)
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to disclose before recording to offer some legal
protection for use at the church.
Pastor will get the disclaimer statement to Synod
Council for review before use in the service slideshow.

Next meeting, Pastor would like to discuss recognized
church holidays.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship: Position not currently filled.
Evangelism: Position not currently filled.

Handicap Accessible Bathroom (Added to Agenda)

Property (Mike Porter): Not Present, No Report.

There have been issues with access to the handicap
accessible bathroom on Sunday mornings. Pastor is
going to try to unlock the preschool doors on Sunday
mornings to avoid this issue. Council will discuss again
next meeting as to another more permanent solution
for handicap accessible bathrooms outside the
preschool doors.

Finance (Jane Fruth): Not Present, No Report.

Summer Rental
Beth is going to talk to Andy Stephey on what exactly
is needed for an appraisal on the rental property and
what changes to make to the building that could
lower insurance costs.
Janitor Position
Beth brought to council the offer to hire Rick Sholl for
the church janitor position at $13 an hour for 25 hours.
His position will start July 18th and will cross over one
week with current janitors Hailey and John.
Jonathan motioned and Chet seconded, the motion
was approved.
Council motioned to get Hailey and John a thank you
card and give compensation of $100 a piece for their
last week in which they will not be required to work
other than showing Rick what they do for the job. Deb
motioned and Bonnie seconded, motioned pasted.
Pastor abstained from vote.
Fundraising
Janet showed different styled envelopes that two
other local churches use for offering donations for
specific causes at the church, rather than general
fund. Janet is going to talk to our current envelope
maker to figure out how to accomplish this task.
Pastor’s Report:
A written report to council members was sent
(attached to this report). Highlights from the report
discussed at the meeting include.
Pastor is returning from multiple trips throughout this
month and will be hitting the ground running with
more trips upcoming.
Building maintenance concerns have grown over this
last month with the sink falling off the wall in the
bathroom near the kitchen. The list is getting longer
with building issues.

Worship and Music (Janet Zirger): This coming Sunday,
July 3rd will be patriotic themed at service. The Toledo
Symphony Orchestra will not be at the church this
year. They will be at the Ritz.
Parish Education (Diane Greene): Not Present, No
Report.
Childhood Ministries (Bonnie Oberlander): Report from
the committee is attached. Some additional highlights
include:
A Covid recovery grant was received, as planned, to
cover wage increases and bonuses for staff members
who worked during pandemic.
Enrollment is slow for the fall at this moment. Jane is
going to advertise in the local area for students this
fall.
Ashely, the 3-year-old teacher, has resigned from the
staff.
There will be bus changes next year which could
affect enrollment due to Tiffin City School hours
changing.
An aide position is still open for hire.
Social Ministry (Deb Nominee): Sharing Kitchen is
looking for volunteers. Reach out to Deb if interested
in helping. Church shirts are in and have been
delivered to most people.
Youth Report (Jonathan Nominee): The youth are still
meeting with Sandusky Youth. They are heading to
Luther Ridge next month and will be returning July 30th.
Jonathan attended the local Synod youth day and
met with the Northwest bishop. It was described as a
good experience and went well.

Adjournment: The next meeting will be Wednesday,
July 20th at 6:30pm.
A motion was made to adjourn by Chet and seconded
by Jonathan. The motion passed.
Submitted: by Chet Margraf,
Council Secretary
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MONDAY

SUNDAY

1

TUESDAY

2

WEDNESDAY

4

3

Office Closed

Office
Open

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

5

Office
Open

Office
Open

10:00a Worship
Pentecost 9
Youth Sunday
11:15a History/
Archives Mtg

14
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 10
20th Ordination
Anniversary

21
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 11

8

9

10

Office Closed

15

Office
Open

4:30p Christian
Ed

9:00a Piece
Corp
4p Pre-School
Board

16

Office Closed

17
Office
Open

Sharing Kitchen

Pastor’s
Day Off

Office Closed

23

24

1:30
Wedding

Warren/Hoyda Wedding

19
Office
Open

20

Office Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off

Sharing
Kitchen

25
Office
Open

13

Office Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off
5:00 Rehearsal

Office
Open

Office Open

12
Office
Open

18

6:30p Council

1:30p Bookworms
Anonymous

22

11

Office
Open

6

Office Closed

6:30p W & M
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SATURDAY

26
Office
Open

27

Office Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off

West Ohio
Food Bank

28
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 12

29
Office Closed

30

31
Office
Open

Office
Open
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323
Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM
CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
PRESIDENT

Beth Margraf

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Janet Zirger

VICE PRESIDENT

Mike Porter

PARISH ED

Diane Greene

SECRETARY

Chet Margraf

EVANGELISM

(vacant)

TREASURER

Jane Fruth

PROPERTY

(vacant)

STEWARDSHIP

(vacant)

CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey

Pastor

Ruth Scott

Secretary Tel. 419-447-1323

Curtis L. King

Director of Music

Rick Sholl

Tel. 567.938.6077

Janitor

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
10

