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“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
As June moves into July, Summer
has officially begun! While we
haven’t reached the “dog days of
summer” yet, I am hopeful that you
might cool off one afternoon by
pulling out your Bible and digging
deeper into scripture as we
continue to ponder how we may
better be able to “share the
Gospel” with one another. You
may recall that earlier in the year I
asked our council members to
•
share their favorite Bible stories.
This “favorites” list is part of our
opening devotions for our monthly
Council meetings. For June, we will
dig into Deb Nominee’s favorite
story, David and Goliath. When I
asked Deb to share why this is her
favorite story, she states: “This story
teaches us about faith, courage,
commitment, resilience and
overcoming what seems
•
impossible. It illustrates the power
of faith and the importance of
believing in God.”
Before we dig too much into this
wonderful story, let’s get a bit of
the background needed on David
and the nation of Israel to set the
stage. Dust off your Bible, turn up
your AC and find a comfy chair as
we navigate through 1st Samuel.
•

•

Israel is a young and struggling
nation. In the people’s mind
the one thing they lack, in
order to be like everyone else,
is a king. (Chapter 8)
The Prophet Samuel hears the

•

pleas of the people, and with
God’s guidance Saul is chosen
to be the king. In the end, Saul
isn’t the king the people need.
He’s a bit greedy, very
stubborn, and doesn’t always
have his heart and mind on
God. All in all, he is a warrior,
and to say the least he is
troubled inside and out.
(Chapters 9-15)
Throughout all of this, Samuel is
troubled as well. God is as well,
which leads to a new king
being appointed without Saul’s
knowledge. Here is where
David enters the story. Samuel
is guided to the house of Jesse,
where the youngest son, our
favorite king, is anointed in the
presence of his brothers.
(Chapter 16)
Here’s where things get
interesting. Saul (still the king)
becomes more troubled in spirit
and his only semblance of
peace and comfort comes in
the music of a young musician,
named David. When David
played, Saul was at peace.
When the music stopped,
Saul’s troubles began again.
Meanwhile, as Saul’s inner
troubles were at unrest, so were
the nations troubles, as the
Philistines were marching for
battle with Israel. Here enters
Goliath. (Chapter 17)

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE
Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
In-person,
93.3 FM or 1600 AM and on
Facebook Live
(firstlutherantiffin)

Sharing Kitchen
Monday & Thursday
July 11& 14

Piece Corp
Wednesday, July 13
9:00 a.m.

Church Council
Wednesday, July 20
6:30 p.m.

West Ohio Food Bank
Thursday, July 28
Volunteers report by 12:30
Distribution begins at 1:00

Office Hours
9-4 Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday
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Now we all know the Sunday
School version of the story. David
“rocks” Goliath to “sleep” with a
few stones and his faithful sling.
Israel celebrates a great victory as
the “little guy” killed the “giant.” At
least that’s how we always learn it
as children, but do you know how
Goliath really died? Was he
actually killed by the stone that
struck him in the head? Before I
give away the answer, turn to 1st
Samuel, chapter 17, and read the
story yourselves. You might be
surprised by the answer!
Throughout our travels in June, our
family had the joy of visiting the
National Cathedral in Washington
DC. It’s the sixth largest cathedral
in the world and the second largest
in the United States. To say the
least, it is an impressive sight to
behold. Personally, I’ve had the joy
of visiting several different times,
and one of its hidden treasures,
come not in its architecture or
stained glass windows, but in its
many tapestries. If you ever get to
explore, take some time and look
around the aisle on the left side of
the choir and high altar. Here you’ll
find a set of tapestries depicting the
story of David and Goliath. Theses
beautiful woven pieces of art tell
the ending of the story that often
goes untold. Goliath doesn’t die by
the stone, he dies by his own sword,

wielded by David, as he lops the
giant’s head off. What can be
better than that!
I even took some time to snap a
few photos to share. (above & below)

A great ending to David’s story.
However, let’s not forget that it is
really just the beginning of David’s
story as he goes on to be the king.
In the end, we might find that
David is just as troubled as Saul

once was as well. I won’t give
away all of the details, instead, I’ll
encourage you to keep reading to
find out the rest.
Perhaps, reading our Bible is much
like the David story as well. It seems
like a “Goliath” of a book, but if we
take in David size portions, a few
chapters a day, we
too can conquer
the giant and truly

Many thanks to Michael Ross and his
crew for painting the roadway for
the kids to enjoy. He also
installed a barrier by the fence to
help keep the mulch inside the play
yard and constructed a three tier
raised bed. The kids enjoyed
planting some flowers and veggies
that they can care for during the
growing season. The results of
Michael’s Eagle Scout projects are
much appreciated! Each day, the
kids can’t wait to get outside and
check the garden and ride the path.
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GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
We are enjoying our summer schedule.
Our Summer Extended Care program has 43
children from 31 different families. Our Summer
Enrichment Program (Summer Preschool) program currently has 9 children. We have the
neighbor children from either side of the church
spending some of their time with us, also.
Our Summer Extended Care has weekly
themes. Our themes in June were "Getting To
Know You", "Under The Sea", "Colors Of The
Rainbow", "Camping" and 'Red, White and
Blue". The children have enjoyed related art activities, books, snacks and games. We also enjoy
free play outside or in the gym, as weather allows.
Our Summer Enrichment Program meets on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 to
11:30am for four weeks. We will have two different summer sessions for our families to choose
from. The class is being taught by our new preschool teacher, Brittany DelTurco. They are also
doing weekly themes. The themes for Session 1
were "All About Me", "Rainbow Wonders",
"Rhyme Time" and "Dinosaur Party".
We will be closed July 4-8 for "Summer
Break". Our staff is looking forward to relaxing
and spending time with family and friends.
Special thanks to all who support our programs in
any way. We especially appreciated our
"Cleaning Angels' who spent an evening here
weekly, cleaning our rooms and hallways. We
also appreciate all the donations of gently used
toys, books, games and art supplies.
Jane Frederick, Director of FLEC/Preschool

Eric Willman, President of the Kiwanis Club of Tiffin,
delivered 48 bike helmets to three childcare centers in
Tiffin including First Lutheran Childcare, Tiffin YMCA
Childcare and Tiffin-Seneca Child Care Center. The
helmets are to be distributed to pre-school students who do
not already have one.
At First Lutheran Childcare, Eric and Pat DeMonte met
with Jane Frederick and approximately 12 children. The
children were asked if they knew what was in the “big box”
that Eric brought into the classroom. The very excited
children had many guesses, but it seemed that puppies was
the most common guess, along with chicken nuggets,
kitties, an airplane, and a bicycle. The children were very
excited to find out that bike helmets were the items in the
box. Eric took talked to them about bike safety and the
importance of wearing a helmet to protect their heads and
brains from getting injured.

LIFELINE SCREENING
Lifeline Screening will once again be using our facility for screenings all day on Thursday, July 21 st. If you are
interested in learning more about the screenings or wish to make an appointment, flyers with additional
information can be found on tables inside each lobby area.
There is one free complimentary screening available to the first person who claims it.
Contact the office if you are interested.
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YOU’RE INVITED

HOLY HUMOR

The Ross Family would like to invite you to
help celebrate Michael’s graduation and
entrance to Hocking College. The Open
House will take place July 17th from 3-7pm
at Tilly’s Banquet Hall located at 2878 N.
County Road 41 in Tiffin, OH.

YOUTH
July 24th through the 30th several of our youth will be venturing to Lutheridge in Asheville North Carolina.
These youth will be joining others as they participate in a “Boundless” experience as the National Youth
Gathering takes on new form. As you may recall, the NYG was scheduled for 2021 and was postponed to
2022 due to Covid-19. Then, earlier this year, it was announced that the rescheduled Gathering was canceled. With some quick thinking, several of the ELCA’s camps went to work to put together a “Boundless”
experience taking on the same theme as would have been shared at the Gathering.
Unfortunately, due to the postponement and rescheduling of the Gathering, this year’s event fell in line with
the Seneca County Fair with a date that left many of our 4-H youth and graduating seniors questioning how
it may impact the start of college, sports, and other later summer events. All in all these factors may have
impacted the size of our group. We aren’t traveling with as many as years past, still we are strong and
mighty and we look forward to sharing a wonderful week together. As we travel, please pray for our youth
attending: Andrew Bailey, John Bailey, Angela Nominee, Jonathan Nominee, and Haley Welter. Also pray
for Pastor and Wendy Bailey as they faithfully lead and guide our youth. Together they will join a small group
from Zion Lutheran in Sandusky as they venture to Asheville together.
As far as we know our schedule will look something like this:
Saturday, July 23: Getting organized, merging our groups, packing the van and traveling part of the
way.
Sunday: Finish our travels arrive at camp mid afternoon.
Monday: Team building exercises with the other Boundless youth
Tuesday – Thursday: We will take on three different servant projects in and around Asheville.
Friday: A fun adventure day. High adventures yet to be determined.
Saturday: A long haul home.
Sunday: We may be blurry eyed, but we’ll all be here to great you for worship!
Every evening: We will have the opportunity to grow in faith as we explore our Boundless God.
It’s a lot to pack into one week, but we look forward to learning and growing together. We also look forward
to sharing our stories with you. As always, thank you for your prayers and your support of our adventure and
all of our youth ministry.
First Lutheran is responsible for having volunteers to man jobs at the Sharing Kitchen
on the following dates this year:
Monday and Thursday, July 11th and 14th and Monday and Thursday, August 15th and 18th
If you would like to help or need more information, please call or message Deb Nominee.
rdcp@ who.rr.com or 419-618-4065
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Monday Evening Group Contact Carol Jarrett for information.
Wednesday Morning Group will suspend meetings until the Fall.
Thursday Night Group Contact Diane Greene or Janet Zirger to see
when they will be meeting.

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS

3
6

This group will meet Monday afternoon, July 18th at 1:30 pm. If you
would like to join them, the July reading selection is:
The Summer of ‘69 by Elin Hilderbrand.

9
11

PICNIC & FIREWORKS
Everyone is invited to share a front lawn picnic after worship
on July 3rd. Bring your lunch of choice and a chair and join
others in fellowship as we celebrate the weekend of the
Fourth of July! Drinks and company will be provided.

You are also invited to view the fireworks on July 4th
from the parking lot.
These are views of the 2021 fireworks
taken along the fence line just to the
Glenn Street side of the north driveway.
Bring chairs (and snacks if you’d like)
and join others for all of the
“Oohs and Aaahhs”!

12
13
14
16
17
19
22
23
24
25
30
31

Ashley Myers
Ella Hoover
Mike Oberlander
Carol Jarrett
Deb Nominee
Andrew Fay
Amy Moneer
Blake Vaughn
Keghan Kelly
Lori Groves
Rick Greene
Kelli Brueggemeier
Deb Clark
Kim Ames
John Jarrett
Jackson Vallery
Garrett Chester
Michael Ross
Vera Smith
Jennifer Binkley
Ruth Lape
Brian Zoll
Donna Brueggemeier
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
Call Melissa
Chester or email
her if you would
like to become
more involved as
a worship
assistant.

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

JULY 3

JULY 10

JULY 17

JULY 24

JULY 31

PENTECOST 4

PENTECOST 5

PENTECOST 6

PENTECOST 7

PENTECOST 8

OFFICIANT

Pastor Bailey

Pastor Bailey

Pastor Bailey

Rev. Philip Scherr

Pastor Bailey

LECTOR

Beth Margraf

Rev. Philip Scherr

John Kobelt

Linda Ellinger

HOSTS

Janet Zirger

Judy Kimmel

Nominee Family

ACOLYTES

—

__

__

__

—

John Bailey

John Bailey

John Bailey

John Bailey

Haley Welter

Haley Welter

Haley Welter

Haley Welter

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Wendy Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Andrew Bailey

Andrew Bailey

419-618-6622

melisac@qt2.com

SLIDE SHOW

VIDEO
CREW

MOWING CREW & WEED WARRIORS
June 30-July 6-Bob Fruth
July 7-13-Shawn Vallery
July 14-20-Richard Ellinger
July 21-27– John Kobelt
July 28-August 3-John Kobelt

Many THANKS for all you do!

Weed Warriors put your weed-pulling
and watering skills to good use! Hands of all
ages are invited to join this group of very
dedicated people who plant, water and
weed the church grounds. They do an
awesome job but need more hands to join
them!
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COUNCIL NEWS
Financial Report

God is among us. We are called to go out, care for
all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust
God for all that we need.
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2022

Present: Pastor Bailey, Beth Margraf, Deb Nominee,
Jonathan Nominee, Mike Porter, Diane Greene, Janet
Zirger
Absent: Bonnie Oberlander, Jane Fruth, Chet Margraf
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President, Beth
Margraf
Pastor opened the meeting with a Bible study on the book
of Jonah and a prayer.
Approve Agenda: Fire alarm system added to new
business. Deb motioned to accept the amended agenda;
Janet seconded. The motion passed.
Approve April minutes: Corrections regarding the janitor
position timeline were made to minutes. Diane made a
motion to accept the amended minutes and Pastor Bailey
seconded. The motion passed.
Approve April Financial Report: February’s giving is
down five to eight thousand from other months. Question
for Jane at June’s meeting: is the grant money from last
year reflected in the financial report? Jonathan motioned to
accept the report and Diane seconded. The motion passed.
Constitutional Review: Revised bylaw C8.05.01 regarding
the criteria to move members from an active to inactive
status. Council reviewed chapter 9 and tabled Chapter 10
until June’s meeting.
Old Business:
Church janitorial position.
Corrected timeline: The current church janitor, John Bailey,
is looking to phase out of the position in July. Council would
like to hire to replace the position by the end of June or
beginning of July.
Job position is posted on Indeed. Applications will funnel
through Ruth with assistance from Beth since Pastor Bailey
will be traveling throughout most of June.
Committee roles.
Parish Education submitted their draft. Other committees
are still working theirs.
Committees are asked to send their drafts to Ruth, who will
uniformly format them. Roles need to be turned in before
June’s meeting.
Rental hall policy.
Revised the updated draft policy janitorial fee to be an upfront additional $50 fee with a two-week lead time for
janitorial assistance to be arranged.
Diane motioned to approve the revised policy and Janet
seconded. The motion passed.

Month ending
May 2022
Income
Church
Pre-School

YTD
$11,093
$36,039*
$47,132

$71,349
$83,103
$154,452

* includes FLEC Grant

Expenses
Church
Pre-School
Summary:
Income

$19,965
$10,935
$30,900
$47,132
$30,900
16,232

$118,306
$ 51,798
$170,104
$107,320
$139,204
(15,625)

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online
giving page.
Information release policy.
Mike provided photo/video release consent forms for
adults and minors.
With our current infrequent posting pictures/videos to the
website and Facebook page, Council decided to table
photo/video release consent forms.
With the concern for persons present during worship that
is live streamed on Facebook, Mike will draft a disclaimer
statement to be displayed on the PowerPoint before the
service begins.
New Business:
Room requests:
Pre-K program on May 18, and a bridal shower on July 17
from 2 to 6.
These two requests are grandfathered under previous
rental policy and rates.
Janet motioned to approve both requests; Deb seconded.
The motion passed.
Historical Project: Deb is going to pick a Sunday
afternoon for all interested parties, and some
strong youth, to meet after church to retrieve the
archives from above the organ and begin sorting
and cataloging. Council agreed that the archive
items need to be organized and indexed in some
way for easier access in the future.
(Continued on page 8)
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Continued from page 5

As part of this project, photos of recent confirmation
classes will be procured, framed, and hung in the hallways
with the other confirmation photos.
Pastor illness protocol: Although not as urgent a
matter as it was during the height of the COVID
pandemic, Council is still pursuing a plan of action
to cover Sunday morning worship in the event that
Pastor Bailey is sick or has a family emergency.
Fire alarm panel monitoring: The Tiffin Fire
Department has notified Council that the fire panel
monitoring service they offer will conclude at the
end of the year. We currently pay the fire
department for this service; Beth recalls that it’s
somewhere around $75-$150 per month.
Council received a quote from Clouse Electric for $2118 to
update the church’s fire panel with a cellular/IP dialer to
allow for a third party to monitor the fire panel, which
includes the first year of monitoring free.
Third party monitoring will cost approximately $500
annually in subsequent years.
The quote from Clouse Electric expires in 30 days from
May 12, but Council has until December of this year to
have the new system in place.
Council elected to table this discussion while exploring
other companies.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Bailey presented the names of this year’s
confirmation class: Zachary Ross and Elise Meyer.
Deb motioned to approve the confirmation of this year’s
class and Jonathan seconded the motion. The motion
passed.
Highlights from Pastor Bailey’s written report include
his travel dates for vacation and continuing
education in June. Also, congratulations to John as
he graduates high school this month; all are
welcome to his graduation party at the church on
May 29.
Committee Reports:
Finance (Jane Fruth): No report.
Social Ministry (Deb Nominee):
First Lutheran is supporting the Sharing Kitchen on
June 2, July 11 and 14, and August 15 and 18.
Looking at a bigger fundraiser for the church. Possibly a car
show or a dinner.
Worship and Music (Janet Zirger):
The results of the survey about the method of delivery for
communion was to continue using the individual
prepackaged cups.
The choir and bell choir are getting back to periodically
sharing their music during worship.
Geranium sales for Pentecost are happening.
The altar guild is getting organized again.
This is our year for the symphony, possibly a fundraising
opportunity for the organ repairs.
Parish Education (Diane Green):
Starting to focus on younger kids since we don’t have many
school aged kids. Maybe board books.
Blankets for senior recognition, and the bulletin board.
No vacation Bible school again this summer. Hopefully next
year.
Childhood Ministries (Bonnie Oberlander):

Pre-K program is May 18 at 6 and 7.
Books for the kids again this year.
New teacher in place this month.
The board approved a new payroll schedule.
The board approved a new tuition pay scale.
Starting a new employee contract system to help ensure
teachers and aides stay throughout an entire school year.
The playground parts should be ready for pickup in the next
couple weeks; still looking for someone to pick them up.
Youth Committee (Jonathan Nominee):
The youth group went back to Sandusky in April and May.
The BBQ chicken dinner on Sunday raised approximately
$1000. It was noted that there were several patrons from
outside the church, which helped with sales.
Property (Mike Porter): No report.
Evangelism (vacant): No report.
Stewardship (vacant): No report.
Adjournment: Next meeting is Wednesday, June 29 at
6:30.
A motion was made to adjourn by Janet and seconded by
Jonathan. The motion passed.
Pastor led us in prayer.
Submitted: by Mike Porter.
Guest Secretary

TRANSITIONS
Mercedes Snyder became Mrs. Ryan Strausbaugh
when she and Ryan were united in marriage
on May 28th.
Lydia Vallery became Mrs. Jacob Reyes when she
and Jacob were united in marriage on June 6th.
Pat Wise has returned home from her rehabilitation
stay at The Willows.
Vera Smith is still recovering her strength at
The Willows.
She is in Room 110 and enjoys getting cards,
calls and visits.
Please mark July 31st on your calendar as a day of
blessing. During worship, we will bless the departure
of Mike Porter for his next deployment.
Some time in the month of July we would also like to
send Ed & Ruth Lape off with a congregational
blessing as they begin their transition to a permanent
home in North Carolina.
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MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2

Office Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off

3
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 4
11:15 W & M
4:00 NYG Youth

10
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 5

4

5

6

Office Closed

Office
Open

7

8

9:00a Piece
Corp

Office
Open

9

Office Closed

4p Pre-School
Board

11

12

Office Closed

13
Office
Open

Sharing Kitchen

14
Office
Open

15
Office
Open

16

Office Closed

Sharing
Kitchen

Yu/DuPont Wedding

17
10:00a Worship
Pentecost 6

18
Office Closed

19

20

1:30p Bookworms
Anonymous

21

22

Office
Open

Office
Open

6:30p Council

LIFELINE
Screening

Office Open

23

Office Closed

DEPART
24
10:00a
Worship
31
Pentecost
7

10:00aWorship

25
Office Closed

26

27
Office
Open

28
Office
Open

29

30

Office
Open
West Ohio
Food Bank

YOUTH TRIP TO LUTHERIDGE
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