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“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
Have you ever tried to run
from God? Have you ever
been a bit selfish in your own
tendencies and ways? The
likely answer to both of these
is “yes.”
As we continue to discern
our way through our
congregational mission
statement, this year we are
pondering how to “share the
Gospel” with one another.
Early in the year I asked our
council members to share
their favorite Bible stories,
which we have been using
as our opening devotions.
For May we took a look at
Janet Zirger’s favorite Bible
story: Jonah and the Whale.

I liken this story to those of us
on Council, on committees,
and volunteering here at
First. We are called by God
to serve and we have –
without being eaten by a
whale!
Great words, Janet! Indeed
we are all called, and
perhaps in fear we try to
avoid where God is calling
us. So before we start
smelling fishy, let’s dig a bit
deeper this whale of a tale.
First off, dust off your Bible
and see if you can find
Jonah. It is its own separate
book located in the “Minor
Prophets” or in the last
section of the Old Testament.
Here’s some good news, it’s
short! It’s four chapters long
and makes for a great quick
read that should take you
about twenty minutes or so.
Now take some time, put the
Scroll down, and go and
read . . . then come back for
more. :)

Janet writes: The story of
Jonah is more than his
getting eaten by a whale. It
is about having allegiance to
God in your heart. It is about
Jonah, who like us, keeps
running away from God and
his work. It tells of God’s love
and forgiveness and how,
with patience, he gives us
Congratulations, you just
second and third chances to
read an entire book from the
get it right. He never gives
up on us.
Continued on page 2

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE

Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
In-person,
93.3 FM or 1600 AM and on
Facebook Live
(firstlutherantiffin)

Piece Corp
Wednesday, June 8
9:00 a.m.

Church Council
Wednesday, June 15
6:30 p.m.

West Ohio Food Bank
Thursday, June 23
Volunteers report by 12:30
Distribution begins at 1:00

Office Hours
9-4 Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday
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Continued from page 1

Bible! Whoo! Now here are
some things you might have
taken note of:
Jonah is called by God to
go to Nineveh, a great
but extremely wicked
city, and “cry out
against them.”
For some unknown reason,
Jonah refused. Instead
he gets on a boat,
encounters a storm,
and when all hope is
lost, the sailors throw
him overboard. Right
into the mouth of a
great big fish. That’s
right it’s a fish. There is
no mention of a whale.
I know it shatters our
Sunday School image,
but that’s the reality of
the story.
Chapter 2 is Jonah’s
prayer from the belly of
the fish. I know I’d like
some details on what it
was like in there for
three days. Details are
not included. Rather
we get a faithful prayer
from Jonah that leads
him to being spit out on
the shore not far from
Nineveh.
He journeys through
Nineveh, and it takes
three days to travel the
city, repeating over
and over, “Forty days
more and Nineveh shall
be overthrown.” (3:4)
Much to our surprise the
people believe him,

and they repent. We
may ask why. Some
scholars believe that
Jonah was changed is
such a way that he was
believable. Perhaps
three days swimming in
the stomach acid of
the fish bleached his
body, making him like
a walking ghost. We
could recall Moses
being on the Mountain
with God to the point
where his face was
changed. Maybe it
was a similar type of
stigmata. If not, he
probably reeked of
dead fish!
Good News, the people
repent, and build a
relationship with God.
By the time we turn to
chapter four, Jonah
takes on the selfish
motif. He pouts. He’d
rather watch them
burn then see them in
the grace of God.
Granted I like a good
death and destruction
movie too, but God’s
grace is always the
best ending.
There are plenty of other
great details in Jonah to
reflect on, however we won’t
go that far today. What I do
what you to recognize is the
similarities to Jonan’s story
and the rest of our faith life.
Take for example:

Jonah is tossed
overboard . . . Jesus
stills the sea with his
voice.
Jonah spends three days
in the fish . . . Jesus
spends three days in
the tomb.
Repentance and
forgiveness was
Jonah’s message to
one city . . . Jesus’
death on the cross was
all about forgiveness,
grace, and love to all
the world.
Jonah’s life serves as a
testimony of what is to come.
Yet what is to come is on a
much greater and grander
scale. Gratefully that scale
now includes you and me.

Hopefully, I sparked your
curiosity to go and read a bit
more? I sure hope so! As
always, there is still more to
learn from some of our
favorite childhood Bible
stories. Then once we’ve
learned more, we can go out
into the world better
equipped to share the
gospel!
Go and tell the
good news!

The sea is stilled when
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NEWEST ADDITIONS TO FIRST LUTHERAN
We welcome these two new blessings to our church “family”.
Below: This is Piper Ellen Welsch, daughter of Victor and Sidney Welsch. Although
these two cuties were due the same day, Piper was the first to arrive!
Right: James (Jamie) joins parents, Mike & Darci and big brother Andrew to expand
the Porters to a family of four.
We look forward to watching each of these children as they change and grow.
Stay tuned for details of a July Congregational Blessing and shower of cards/gifts on
a Sunday in July. Details will be announced as soon as arrangements are made.

GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
The Pre-School and Daycare staff have been working
hard to cover all of their responsibilities while working
with reduced staff and some staff absences. Jane has
stepped in to fill some of the gaps and has been very
busy doing the Director’s job, plus teaching duties.
That is why I am reporting on Childhood Ministries in
her place!
The students have been very lively and very much
engaged in all of their learning activities. They have
truly enjoyed being able to play outside when the
weather is cooperative.

The students performed for parents at their Spring
Concert. The children who will be moving on to
Kindergarten also had a ‘Graduation’ from Pre-school
ceremony.
Each student received their hardcover copy of the
book, The Good for Nothing Tree, provided by the
congregation. They loved the book! Students have
also enjoyed some special end-of-the-year events
including a water play day, root beer floats and some
special treats. The staff thanks you for your support!
Submitted by Ruth Scott for Jane Frederick
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PENTECOST

YOUTH
Synod Youth Retreat
This retreat is for all 7th grade and older youth! You are invited
to a Synod Youth Day at the Maumee Rotary Pavilion in
Maumee, Ohio of Saturday June 12th from 2-6 p.m. There will
be time for fun, fellowship, food trucks, and the opportunity
to learn from our Bishop, Daniel Beaudoin! It’s a free event so
mark your calendars now. Parents, if your youth are interested, would you consider going as well? Pastor Bailey will be
unable to attend, due to previously planned events.
Words of Thanks
Thank you to everyone who helped support the youth BBQ
dinner. We sold all 125 meals and we were able to raise just
over a thousand dollars to help continue our youth ministry.
Thank you again for your generous support!

The Fire of the Holy Spirit is alive and well in
our youth and we will celebrate all of their
accomplishments on June 5th, which is
Pentecost. This year we give thanks for two
of our confirmation youth who will reaffirm
their faith. We will also lift up our graduates,
both high school and college, as we
celebrate their accomplishments. It will be
a busy morning, yet one to be ever grateful
for as we celebrate our youth and their life
with Christ.

HOLY HUMOR

First Lutheran is responsible for having volunteers to man jobs at the Sharing Kitchen
on the following dates this year:
Thursday, June 2nd
Monday and Thursday, July 11th and 14th
Monday and Thursday, August 15th and 18th
If you would like to help or need more information, please call or message Deb Nominee.
rdcp@ who.rr.com or 419-618-4065

You are invited to celebrate the graduation of Haley Welter on Sunday, June 5, 2002 from 27pm at The Barn at Hedges Boyer Park in Tiffin.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Monday Evening Group Contact Carol Jarrett for information.
Wednesday Morning Group will suspend meetings until the Fall.
Thursday Night Group Contact Diane Greene or Janet Zirger to see
when they will be meeting.

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS
This group will meet Monday afternoon, June 20th at 1:30 pm. If you
would like to join them, the June reading selection is:
The Personal Librarian, by Marie Benedict &
Victoria Christopher Murray.

BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOL
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING GENEROSITY.
A tiny fig tree needs time to grow. But how much time? All four seasons go by . .
. and there are no figs. The seasons pass again. Still no figs! Is the fig tree good for
nothing?
Inspired by the parable of the Barren Fig Tree, The Good for Nothing Tree reminds us
that the sweetest figs, like many other things, are worth waiting for. Not every tree—
and not every child—grows at the same pace. Yet patience, care, and love can change
everything, making what may appear “good for nothing” very good.

1
3
6
9
11
13
14
15
18
19

25

A note about the parable’s New Testament origins and a recipe are included.
Thank you for your part in helping
continue the practice of providing a
hardcover book each year to each of
our Pre-School children.

26
27
29

Stacey Gebauer
Elise Meyer
Brad Rathburn
Ray Wise, Jr.
Brad Clouse
Chloe Eppley
Sam Roszman
Paula Pauly
Zaine Reis
Griffin Ringle
Megan Guisinger
Olivia Bosse
Ryan Clouse
Guillermo Munoz
Joyce Schrenk
Steve Livoti
Bonnie Oberlander
Greg Wildman
Paul Fruth
Garret Kelly
Harry Smith
Judy May

The books were presented at the end
of the year events for each of the
groups. The children were delighted
to receive these books!
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

JUNE 5

JUNE 12

JUNE 19

JUNE 26

PENTECOST
CONFIRMATION

HOLY TRINITY
SUNDAY

2 PENTECOST

3 PENTECOST

OFFICIANT

Pastor Bailey

Rev. Paul Stark

Vicar Mike Porter

Rev. Philip Scherr

LECTORS

Melissa Chester

John Kobelt

Carol Jarrett

Rev. Phillip Scherr

HOSTS

Margraf Family

Judy Kimmel

Nominee Family

Janet Zirger

ACOLYTES

Garrett Vaughn, Jace
& Kael Margraf

__

__

__

Haley Welter

Haley Welter

Haley Welter

Shelley Ross

Shelley Ross

John Bailey

SLIDE SHOW
Haley Welter

VIDEO
CREW

Wendy Bailey
Andrew Bailey

MOWING CREW & WEED WARRIORS
June 2-8-Steve Livoti
June 9-15-Jim Ruess
June 16-22– Rick & Deb Nominee
June 23-30-John Kobelt
June 30-July-Bob Fruth

Many THANKS for all you do!

Weed Warriors get your rakes,
clippers and garden clogs ready to start
digging in the dirt! Hands of all ages are
invited to join this group of very dedicated
people who plant, water and weed the
church grounds. They do an awesome job
but need more hands to join them!
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COUNCIL NEWS
Financial Report

God is among us. We are called to go out, care for
all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust
God for all that we need.
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 20th, 2022
Present: Pastor Bailey, Diane Greene, Janet Zirger,
Jonathan Nominee, Deb Nominee, Beth Margraf, Chet
Margraf, Jane Fruth, Mike Porter, and Bonnie Oberlander.
Absent: None.
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by president, Beth
Margraf.
Pastor then opened the meeting with a bible study from
Exodus Chapter 20 on the Ten Commandments and a
devotional prayer.
Approve Agenda: No additions were made to the agenda.
Diane motioned to accept, and Jane seconded. The motion
Approve March Minutes: Jonathan made a motion to
accept the minutes and Mike seconded. The motion
passed.
Approve March Financial Report: A motion to accept the
report was made by Deb and Janet seconded. The motion
passed.
Old Business:
Updated church constitution.
Council discussed C8.05.01 of the proposed constitution
involving removal of congregation members for inactivity
which was an issue for council at last month’s meeting.
Council moved to strike bylaw C8.05.01 from the proposed
constitution and to instead create an exemption list which
would relate to the removal of members so that those who
are not able to stay active to ELCA standards will not be
removed from our congregation as called for by the Synod
Model Constitution.
Church janitorial position.
The current church janitor, John Bailey, is looking to phase
out of the position by June. Council would like to hire to
replace the position by the end of May or beginning of
June. Council reviewed the 2019 janitor job description as
currently used for the position. Pastor motioned to approve
revisions to the existing job description and Jonathan
seconded. The motion was approved by council. Changes
to the existing job description as approved by council
include: After 6 months of employment, the council will

perform a work/employee evaluation. PTO will be
available to the employee if after a 6 months review it is
determined by council that the employee is in good
standing and performing duties to expectation.
The rate of pay shall be advertised as starting at $12.50/
hour with incremental performance/retention raises to
$15/hour for a 25 hour work week.
Building maintenance estimates.
Beth gave a list of maintenance items and estimates as
was prepared for council to Jane and the finance
committee for review.

Month ending
April 2022
Income
Church
Pre-School
Expenses
Church
Pre-School
Summary:
Income

YTD
$18,161
$12,106
$30,267
$22,667
$16,091
$38,758
$30,267
$38,758
(8,491)

$60,256
$47,064
$107,320
$98,341
$40,863
$139,204
$107,320
$139,204
(31,884)

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online giving page.

The finance committee is going to review and discuss the
current council estimates for building maintenance at a
meeting next month.
Rental hall policy.
Council reviewed and discussed changes to the existing
2017 rental policy. Changes discussed included:
Tentative changes in rates on facility use:
Fellowship Hall & Kitchen to $50 a day for members and
$150 for 1-4 hours and $250 for 4-8 hours for nonmembers. Rate of the Dietz room was $25 a day for
members and $50 a day for non-members.
Additional upfront cleaning/refundable security deposit of
$50 via cash or separate check from the rental rate for
every rental. Include additional charges of $200 that will
be billed for the failure to return church keys. Inclusion of
renter’s mailing address for return of security deposit or
billing purposes if needed after facility use.
Pastor will revise the current agreement to be approved by
Council at the next meeting.
Information release policy.
Mike could not find the information consent form he
created in the past. It was suggested that a form such as a
school uses would work. Council will cover this topic more
at the next meeting.
New Business:
Committee Roles
(Continued on page 8)
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Continued from page 5

Beth asked at the last meeting that
everyone review and revise their
committee roles, descriptions,
responsibilities, and goals.
Each council member is asked to bring
a rough draft for the next meeting of
such roles as he/she sees fit for the
position. Council will continue this
discussion next meeting, with the goal
of completion by June.
Pastor’s Report:
A written report to council members
was given (attached to this report).
Highlights from the report as discussed
at the meeting include: Pastor has
been very busy with continuing
education and preparation for Lent and
Easter. The Senior Choir returned at
Easter and many in the congregation
were happy to see this part of the
service brought back. Seneca County
Council on Homelessness where
Pastor serves on the board is busy and
their building is coming together.
The youth are meeting with Sandusky
youth every week taking turns on
meeting locations. April is the month of
babies at First Lutheran with Victor &
Sydney and Mike & Darcy both
expecting. Baptisms for the month
include Camille Stephens.
Pastor will be out for 2-3 weeks in
June on vacations and continuing
education. In August, Pastor Bailey will
celebrate 20 years of ordination with
our bishop coming August 14th.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship and Evangelism:
Positions not currently filled.
Property (Pastor Bailey): Property
committee is not currently in existence,
but the issues are the same as last
month. Pastor sent the formal list in
last month's SCROLL Newsletter and
included it with his report for April.
Currently, the only property action
known to be going on is that John
Kobalt is coordinating yard and snow
maintenance crews for this year. In an
attempt to form a property committee,
council would like to get letters sent to
those that could be interested in
helping with maintenance to explain
the process and how to help. Mike will
be in charge of creating a letter to send
to members asking if they would be
willing to assist. Council would also like
to add information about property
maintenance and contact information
for Mike to Sunday slideshows so that
congregation members may reach out

about assistance with maintenance
concerns.
Finance (Jane Fruth): The church is
currently running negative for the year,
primarily due to lower offering
numbers. A transfer was made from
investment funds to cover current
operating expenses. The Executive
Council needs to go to PNC Bank in
Tiffin for approval to sign church
checks.
Worship and Music (Janet Zirger): Last
month the committee was focused on
Lent services using a living Lent
approach. Music was from Joyous
Light with the use of dual cantors. The
committee with assistance of Mr. King
also brought back senior and bell
choirs. Lilies and flowers were ordered
for Easter and the Nave was
decorated. Pentecost is coming up and
preparations are currently being made
for those worship services. They would
like to have the senior choir perform at
least once a month going forward. On
a major note, the organ is having
issues with the computer and a repair
estimate was ballparked to be
anywhere from $25K to $100K to fix.
Parish Education (Diane Greene):
Sunday school is not going well. Last
month they had two kids. Diane is
burning out; it is a lot of work to
prepare each week for so few children.
Sunday school is still following a
rotation schedule for the kids with this
last month’s focus on covering the
Lord's Prayer. Currently, we have
consistently had two elementary
students involved with the
congregation and then the rest of our
youth are young toddlers. Graduating
seniors will have recognition on June
5th and so far there have been seven
graduates from the congregation that
have responded to be honored.
Blankets were ordered for each
graduate with Diane getting some
extra blankets for next year. The
blankets will be embroidered and
consist of the graduate’s school colors.
Childhood Ministries (Bonnie
Oberlander): Distributed highlights of
the board meeting (attached).
Highlights of the meeting include the
following. Michael Ross is working on
Eagle Scout Projects at the church. He
will be spreading mulch, working on a
garden box, and painting games and a
track on the blacktop with another
project of his choice to follow. The
board will match what he earns on the
project up to $500 to cover expenses
on the facility. Brittany DelTurco has
accepted the 4-5 preschool position

and will be starting this summer in the
classroom. A bonus of $50 per week
for Ashley was approved to cover
additional work she has taken on with
job. Parts were ordered for the
playground and currently they are
looking to get someone to drive down
to Kentucky to get them. Staff and
tuition raises are coming. The
committee is trying to work out pay and
prices currently with a special meeting
on Tuesday, April 19th at 4pm in Dietz
Room.
Social Ministry (Deb Nominee):
Committee is currently selling shirts
with a deadline of May 8th for order, but
the deadline could be pushed back
another week or two due to demand.
There is also interest in updating
confirmation photos for those missing
on the wall outside the Dietz Room
and possibly going back farther based
on what can be found. Currently, the
committee is gauging interest in such
an activity.
Youth Report (Jonathan Nominee): It
was again reminded to council that
shirts are for sale with order forms
available for those interested. It has
not been determined who will receive
the funding from any shirt sale profits.
The Sandusky youth group has been
to visit with our youth and a reciprocal
visit back to Sandusky will occur next
week. The youth would like to do a
BBQ chicken dinner on May 15th. Cost
is not set as of this minute but will be
shortly. The group is working hard to
raise money for this year’s trip rather
than pull from youth investments which
could be used for the next national
gathering. The next national youth
group trip will be in 2024 to New
Orleans. If there is anyone with a food
style fundraiser idea please let
Jonathan know as they are constantly
looking at exploring new ideas.
Adjournment: The next meeting will
be Wednesday, May 18th at 6:30pm.
A motion was made to adjourn by Chet
and seconded by Deb. The motion
passed.
Submitted: by Chet
Council Secretary

Margraf.
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MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3

2

Office
Open
6:30p W&M

Office
Open
Sharing
Kitchen

SATURDAY

4

Office Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off
Vallery/Reyes wedding

5

6

10:00a Worship

7

8

Office Closed

Office
Open

Pentecost Sunday
Confirmation
Honoring of Grads

12

10
Office
Open

11

Office Closed

4p Pre-School
Board

13

10:00a Worship

9

9:00a Piece
Corp

Bailey Family Vacation

14

Office Closed

15
Office
Open

1:30p Bookworms
Anonymous

16

Office
Open

Office
Open

17

18

Office Closed

Bailey Family Vacation

19

20

10:00a Worship

21

Office Closed

22

23
Office
Open

Office Open

24

Office
Open
West Ohio
Food Bank

25

Office Closed

7p WBS

Continuing Education workshop at Lakeside

26

27

10:00a Worship

Office Closed

28

29
Office
Open

Office
Open
6:30p Council

30
Office
Open

Vacation
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Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin
CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
PRESIDENT
Beth Margraf
WORSHIP & MUSIC
VICE PRESIDENT
Mike Porter
PARISH ED
SECRETARY
Chet Margraf
EVANGELISM
TREASURER
Jane Fruth
PROPERTY
CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander
STEWARDSHIP
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Deb Nominee
YOUTH REP

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey
Ruth Scott
Curtis L. King
John Bailey
Haley Welter

Pastor
Tel. 567.938.6077
Secretary Tel. 419-447-1323
Director of Music
Janitors

Janet Zirger
Diane Greene
(vacant)
(vacant)
(vacant)
Jonathan Nominee

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
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