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At our April Meeting we reflected 

on the story of the Ten 

Commandments, which 

happened to be the favorite of 

Jonathan Nominee.  When asked 

why it is his favorite, he stated:  “I 

really do enjoy this story since this is 

when Moses just freed the Israelites 

from Egypt and they need law and 

order to stay as an organized 

group of faithful people.” 

As we dig a bit deeper into our 

understanding of the Ten 

Commandments, here are some 

things you might want to know: 

• The Commandments can be 

found in Exodus 20:1-17. 

• There are Ten Commandments, 

however depending on your 

faith tradition, not all ten look 

the same.   

• Yes, we break them all, and 

Moses broke all of them at the 

same time! 

• There is a weird twist to the end 

of the story. 

According to Martin Luther and our 

Small Catechism, we list the Ten 

Commandments as follows:  1) I 

am the Lord your God, you shall 

have no other gods.  2)  Do not 

take God’s name in vain.  3)  

Honor the Sabbath.  4)  Honor your 

father and mother.  5)  You shall 

not kill.  6)  You shall not commit 

adultery.  7)  You shall not steal.  8)  

You shall not lie.  9)  You shall not 

covet your neighbor.  10)  You shall 

not covet anything that belongs to 

your neighbor.   

That’s our list, as we were asked to 

memorize them in confirmation 

class.  However, some faith 

traditions break up our #1 into two 

commandments “I am the Lord 

your God” and then “You shall 

have no other gods.”  These 

traditions then merge the last 

commandment into one 

commandment about coveting 

what is our neighbor’s, be it 

individuals or their belongings.  

Either way, there are still ten, its just 

that not every list of ten is the 

same.   

Regardless, we have broken them 

all.  You might say, “But Pastor, I’ve 

never killed anyone!”  Sadly, I’m 

sure you have, I know I have.  

Luther opens our minds to 

understand “killing” to include put 

downs, ill words, and anything that 

may not build up and support the 

life of our neighbor.  For that we 

are all guilty.   

Then for a bit of humor and a twist.  

While we break the 

commandments daily throughout 

our life time, Moses did break them 

all at once.  You’ll have to turn to 

Exodus 32 to find all of the details.  

A quick summary would tell us 

Moses was gone too long.  He 

returned to find the people had 

strayed from God, and in his anger,  
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he shattered the tablets as he 

dropped them at the base of the 
mountain.  Here’s an interesting 

little tidbit, the first set of tablets 

were carved by the hand of God, 

the second had to be inscribed by 

Moses.    

To add more to the weird twist, 

while Moses and God are up on the 

mountain describing this beautiful 

relationship and covenant that 

God is making with us, we the 

people decide to make a golden 

calf to worship.  Of course, Moses’ 

anger rages at seeing the golden 

calf.  It’s quickly burned, but that’s 

not the end of it.  Take a look at 

Exodus 32:20.  It might make you 

think twice about drinking that 

cloudy glass of water.   

 

As we close our reflection for May, 

did I spark your curiosity to go and 

read a bit more?  I sure hope so!  As 

always, there is still more to learn 

from some of our favorite childhood 

Bible stories.  Then once we’ve 

learned more, we can go out into 

the world better equipped to share 

the gospel!  

Go and tell the good news! 

 

 

 

Our Newest Baptized Member is  

Camille Leigh Stephens. 

Camille was welcomed into the 

First Lutheran Family on Sunday, 

April 24th during Sunday morning 

worship. 

In this picture Camille is with her 

parents, Brandon & Bria  

(Gibson) Stephens and big 

brother, Krew. 

Grandparents, Denise & Mark 

Stephens, Joyce and Dale  

Gibson, God parents, Brant  

Gibson and Marliese Gibson and 

a variety of family members also 

celebrated her baptism. 

 

Continued from page 1 

Right- Camille is clearly not 

too happy to be in the arms 

of Uncle Brant instead of her 

mama!  

I do know that she will  

always be surrounded by 

lifelong fun and love  

within her Gibson –Stephens 

family. 

Right and 

Below-

Camille & 

big brother, 

Krew. 
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GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

 

 

Our Pre Three classes have been learning 
about "Easter", "Down on the Farm", and "In 
the Garden".   They have been focusing on 
the colors black and white, the oval shape 
and the letter "E".  They are also finishing up 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

Our Pre Four/Five Classes have been  
reviewing letters of the alphabet, talking about 
Easter and learning about the letters "X" and 
"Y".  The classes continue preparing for  
kindergarten. They are also working on a  
surprise for their spring program.     

Our Extended Care program enjoyed a small 
spring break before Easter.  We closed  
Thursday and Good Friday and were able to 
have a four-day weekend!  It was nice to enjoy 
free time spent with family. We had quite a few 
children here Monday, Tuesday and  
Wednesday and were very busy.  We had 20 
to 25 children (3 years old through fifth  
graders) each day.  On Wednesday, we  
decorated Easter eggs, made bunny bags out 
of white paper bags, hunted Eggs and enjoyed 
a special snack.   

Again, "Thank You" to all who support our  
programs in any way!  You are certainly  
appreciated!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 

HOLY HUMOR

TOO MUCH PRAISE  

We have all been very busy.  Our staff  
continues to work extra hours to keep all of our 
programs available to the families we serve. 
The older preschoolers are getting ready to go 
to kindergarten. All of the preschool children are 
preparing for a Spring program and some 
will  even "graduate" from preschool!  The  
preschool classes all enjoyed a week off for 
Spring Break. All of the children are enjoying 
playing outdoors more, as the weather allows. 
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YOUTH 

Graduates,  
 

Please turn in all of your information to the Church Office or 

drop it into the offering plate. Graduates will be  

honored during worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. 

 

Synod Youth Retreat  

This retreat is for all 7th grade and older youth! You are invited 

to a Synod Youth Day at the Maumee Rotary Pavilion in 

Maumee, Ohio of Saturday June 12th from 2-6 p.m. 

There will be time for fun, fellowship, food trucks, and the  

opportunity to learn from our Bishop, Daniel Beaudoin! It’s a 

free event so mark your calendars now. 

Parents, if your youth are interested, would you consider  

going as well? Pastor Bailey will be unable to attend, due to  

previously planned events. 

 

Youth Night for May  

Youth Night falls on Mother’s Day this year. Instead of joining 

for some fun and games, spend your time with Mom and be 

sure to share some extra love and laughter with her for  

Mother’s Day.  

 

Parents of Confirmation Youth 

Please mark your calendars for Pentecost! For all of our 8th 

grade youth and parents, be sure to save June 5th, the date of  

Pentecost, as the date of your Confirmation. 
 

Confirmation Class in May 

Throughout May our confirmation youth are asked to 

stay after worship for class as we dig into the Lord’s 

Prayer to complete our studies for this school year.  

We’ll try and have things wrapped up by noon each  

Sunday. 

BBQ Dinner 

Our youth are thrilled to bring back our BBQ Dinner.  This year’s 

dinner will be by mobile pick up only and will be available May 

15 from 11:30 – 12:30.   Cost is $12.50 per meal and includes ½ 

BBQ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, a dinner roll, and a 

brownie for dessert.  Tickets can be purchased before or after 

worship or you can receive a meal online through the QR 

code included below.  As always thank you for your support of 

our continued youth ministry. 

 

CHURCH PROJECTS 

There is a growing list of projects that need 

address around the building.  If you are in-

terested in lending a hand or would like to 

know more about what needs done, please 

contact Mike Porter.   

 

ORDERS NEEDED ASAP! 

The First Lutheran t-shirts are available for 

order right now. Shirts will have the line 

drawing of  First Lutheran on the front and 

the Mission Statement on the back. Shirts will 

be offered in two colors and four styles: 

short sleeve, long-sleeve, polo and hooded 

sweatshirt. 

 Colors will be grey shirts with burgundy logo 

or burgundy shirts with ivory logo. Be on the 

lookout for order sheets. Orders and pay-

ment can be turned in at the Office or 

placed in the Offering Plate. 

Hopefully, this project will begin an  

improvement fund to fix and/or replace 

items essential to the proper functioning of 

our facility. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED 

Pastor and Wendy would like to invite you to 

an “open house” here are First Lutheran to 

celebrate John’s graduation.  All are  

welcome on Sunday, May 26 from 2 – 6 p.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS 

Monday Evening Group will meet every other Monday evening at 7 pm 

at the homes of members, Contact Carol Jarrett for information. 

Wednesday Morning Group will meet in the church Library beginning at 

10 AM on Wednesdays. 

Thursday Night Group is continuing to meet on Thursday evenings at 

7 PM with members rotating hosting duties. 

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS 

This group will meet Monday afternoon, May 16th at 1:30 pm. If you 

would like to join them, the May reading selection is: 

The Four Winds, by Kristin Hannah. 

1  Bev Wheatley 

2  Deb Crerar 

3  McClain Meyer 

  Julia Wildman 

  Missy Woessner 

4  Hemant Bhagat 

  Michael Hampshire 

6  Jack Myers 

8  Bobby English 

10  Pete Myers 

12  Paula Guisinger 

13  Jamie Lodermeier-Fay 

15  Lori Hampshire 

16  Jamie Swope 

  Karen Swope 

18  Gracie Chester 

19  Jean Covert 

20  Lincoln Blott 

  William Hertzer 

  Diane Reser 

21  June Cole 

29  Robyn Cook 

31  Brent Phares 

BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOL 

We would like to continue the practice of presenting ‘a hardcover book to our 
preschool students. Like last year, if you’d like to make a donation  

toward the purchase price of the books, you are encouraged to do so. The cost of 
each book is $11.70. Donations can be dropped off in the Church Office. 

Please make a note that your donation is to be directed to the  
Preschool Book Project.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING GENEROSITY. 

A tiny fig tree needs time to grow. 
But how much time? All four sea-
sons go by . . .  and there are no 
figs. The seasons pass again. Still no 
figs! Is the fig tree good for noth-
ing? 

Inspired by the parable of the Bar-
ren Fig Tree, The Good for Nothing 
Tree reminds us that the sweetest 
figs, like many other things, are 
worth waiting for. Not every tree—
and not every child—grows at the 
same pace. Yet patience, care, and 
love can change everything, making 
what may appear “good for noth-
ing” very good. 

A note about the parable’s New 
Testament origins and a recipe are 
included. 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

MOWING CREW WEED WARRIORS 

April 28-May 4-John Swope 

May 5-John Kobelt 

May 12-Pete Myers 

May 19-Shawn Vallery 

May 26 Steve Livoti 

 

  

SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY 

MAY 1  MAY 8 MAY 15 MAY 22 MAY 29 

3 EASTER 4 EASTER 5 EASTER 6 EASTER 7 EASTER 

Acolytes Garrett Chester Andrew Bailey Michael Ross Angela Nominee Jonathan Nominee 

Lectors John Kobelt Beth Margraf Shelley Ross Linda Ellinger Rev. Philip Scherr 

Hosts  Nominee Family Janet Zirger Ross Family The Ellingers Nominee Family 

Sunday School Mary Hoyda Beth Margraf Shelley Ross Diane Greene Diane Greene 

Slide Show 

John Bailey John Bailey John Bailey John Bailey John Bailey 

Haley Welter Haley Welter Haley Welter Haley Welter Haley Welter 

Video 

Crew 

Wendy Bailey Wendy Bailey Wendy Bailey Wendy Bailey Wendy Bailey 

Andrew Bailey Andrew Bailey Andrew Bailey Andrew Bailey Andrew Bailey 

Weed Warriors get your rakes,  

clippers and garden clogs ready to start 

digging in the dirt! Hands of all ages are 

invited to join this group of very dedicated 

people who plant, water and weed the 

church grounds. They do an awesome job 

but need more hands to join them! 
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God is among us. We are called to go out, care for 

all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust 

God for all that we need. 

 

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 14th, 2022 

 

Present: Pastor Bailey, Diane Greene, Janet Zirger, 

Jonathan Nominee, Deb Nominee, Beth Margraf, Chet 

Margraf, Jane Fruth, Mike Porter, and Bonnie Oberlander. 

Absent: None. 

 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by president, Beth 

Margraf. 

Pastor then opened the meeting with a bible study on Noah 

and the Ark in Genesis and a devotional prayer.  

 

Approve Agenda: Additions were made to the agenda. 

Deb motioned to accept, and Pastor seconded. The motion 

passed. 

 

Approve February Minutes: Bonnie made a motion to 

accept the amended minutes and Diane seconded. The 

motion passed. 

 

Approve February Financial Report: A motion to accept 

the report was made by Chet and Deb seconded. The 

motion passed. 

 

Old Business: 

Council had discussion of an updated church constitution.  

Council reviewed Chapters 6-8 of a new model constitution 

as prepared by Pastor Bailey with Council reviewed 

Chapters 6-8 of a new model constitution as prepared by 

Pastor Bailey with guidance from the ELCA. 

Council moved to strike bylaw C8.02.01 which was a 

repetition of C8.02. 

Council was okay with all other provisions except C8.05.01 

which will be discussed farther at next meeting.  

Church janitorial position. 

No update at this time. 

Maintenance 

Vaughn gave a quote for replacing all A/C units for the 

building. 

The estimate was around half a million dollars. 

 

New Business: 

Church Facility Rentals 

Council discussed changes to make for facility rental 

agreement.  

Financial Report 

Month ending 

March 2022 

Income     YTD 

Church $16,704  $42,095 

Pre-School $11,912  $34,958 

 $28,616  $77,053 
 

Expenses 

Church $30,455  $75,674        

Pre-School $9,130  $24,772 

 $39,585  $100,446 
 

Summary:    

Income $21,547              $48,437 

  $30,651             $66,861 

  (10,969)              (23,393) 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giv-

ing page. 

Suggestions from the Thursday Bible Study group 

included: 

Create cleaning kits including plastic tubs, cleaning spray, 

towels, and directions for recycling/trash.  

Hang a sign on door for preschool toys saying “Staff 

Only.” 

Create a diagram for return of the tables after rental.  

Include a refundable security deposit with each rental. 

Next meeting, we will revise and approve new rental 

policy.  

Council moved to allow the Board of Elections to use 

facility for Primary elections on May 3rd.  

Beth asked about using facility for regular local wrestling 

practice sessions including member children. 

It was suggested by council to be a donation rather than 

regular rental fee for such use. 

Discussion of Former Church Wish List as Brought to 

Council by Janet 

Council reviewed former wish list and thought the idea of a 

prioritized wish list was a good idea for maintenance 

needs moving forward.  

Council would like to get a prioritized list of maintenance/

wish list needs created. 

(Continued on page 8) 

COUNCIL NEWS 



 8 

Currently council is waiting on 

maintenance project list as prepared 

by members involved with building 

maintenance. 

Estimates coming next month. 

Committee Roles 

Beth asked that everyone review and 

revise their committee roles, 

descriptions, responsibilities, and goals 

for next meeting.  

Each council member is asked to bring 

a rough draft for next meeting of such 

roles as he/she see fit for the position.  

 

Pastor’s Report: 

A written report to council members 

was sent (attached to this report). 

Highlights from the report discussed at 

the meeting include.  

Consent with the availability of 

displaying member’s birthdays online 

and video streaming without signed 

permissions. At this moment council 

was not aware of anyone with such 

issues and no changes will be made at 

this moment to involve online consent 

forms.  

There have been issues with trying to 

traditionally share peace with 

handshakes in our post Covid-19 

service. Pastor is currently working on 

new ideas for ways to share the peace.  

Mike Porter may have a policy he 

previously created for online church 

consent forms. He will look to see if he 

currently has a copy of the policy 

which council could review.  

Other additional topics as included in 

Pastor’s report include: 

Notable events for February 

Update on Lenten Service 

Personal Notes from Bailey Family 

Upcoming Events for March  

Property and Building Concerns 

 

Committee Reports: 

Stewardship: Position not currently 

filled. 

Evangelism: Position not currently 

filled.  

Property: Position not currently filled. 

Finance (Jane Fruth): Committee met 

last Tuesday (3/8) and have 

proposed to meet every other 

month. Finance and investment 

committees are proposed to merge 

for the next meeting. As of 

2/28/2022 giving is down from 2021 

and the church is currently operating 

at negative $12,424 for the year.   

Worship and Music (Janet Zirger): 

There is discussion on resuming 

normal communion. There is 

currently no option on how to 

proceed but a survey may be 

created for member opinions. It was 

also reminded to council that grape 

juice needs to be kept available as a 

communion option.   

Parish Education (Diane Greene): 

Committee discussed graduation 

celebration for seniors. Celebration 

will be as done in past. Viewpoint 

graphics could provide blanket in 

2021 for $18 a blanket. Currently, 

committee is waiting to hear who all 

such graduating seniors are this 

year for congregation. Committee is 

looking to provide treats to youth for 

Easter but is currently unsure of 

which treats to provide. There have 

been no kids for Sunday School this 

month.  

Childhood Ministries (Bonnie 

Oberlander): Committee discussed 

mostly monetary funds at last 

meeting. They proposed a bonus to 

each staff member at one week’s 

salary without overtime to pre-

school employees. In the fall, the 

committee is hoping to create a new 

pay scale and increase pay for 

current employees this fall to include 

tenure and new base rate. 

Interviewing for aides and teachers 

is starting this week on Thursday 

(3/17). Pastor thought remaining 

staff of the pre-school remained 

positive despite loss of fellow 

employees. Council approved the 

bonus as a great idea to current pre-

school employees.  

Social Ministry (Deb Nominee): No 

Update. 

Youth Report (Jonathan Nominee): On 

Fat Tuesday youth had pancake 

dinner raising $307 for the youth 

trip. Dinning and takeout were 

available. This Sunday (3/20) the 

youth are going to Sandusky to 

meet with Zion Lutheran youth 

group to socialize before Luther 

Ridge. In other notes, last Sunday 

(3/13) was an adventurous youth 

group meeting of spoons which the 

group really enjoyed.  

 

Adjournment: The next meeting will 

be Wednesday, April 20th at 6:30pm.  

A motion was made to adjourn by Mike 

and seconded by Jane. The motion 

passed.  

Pastor led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted: by Chet Margraf. 

Council Secretary 

  

Continued from page 5 

June 5th is Pentecost. On that day we will be honoring both our Confirmation Class of 2022 

and all of our 2022 Graduates. 

The church is always decorated with red geraniums for Pentecost. 

Geranium envelopes will be available beginning on May 15th,, so that you can make  

dedications to family, friends, Confirmands or Graduates.  

The deadline for dedications will be May 31st. 

June 5 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

10:00a Worship   
Confirmation 
 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

 

4 

Office 
Open 

10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

 6:30p W&M 

5 

Office 
Open 

 
7p WBS 

6 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor’s  
Day Off 

7 

 

8   

 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00a Worship 
Confirmation 
after worship 

9 

Office Closed 
 

10 

Office 
Open 

 
 4:30p Parish 

Ed 
 

11 

 9:00a  Piece 
Corp 

10a Women’s 
Bible 
Study 

4p Pre-School 
Board 

12 

Office 
Open 

 
7p WBS 

13 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor’s  
Day Off 

  

14 

15   

10:00a Worship 
Confirmation 
after worship 

 
BBQ DINNER 

  

16 

Office Closed 
 
1:30p Bookworms 
Anonymous 

 

17 

Office 
Open 

6:30p Council 

18 

Office 
Open 

10a Women’s 
Bible Study 
Preschool  
Program 

19 

Office 
Open 

 

 7p WBS 

20 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor’s  
Day Off 

21 

 

22  

 
10:00a Worship 

Confirmation after 
worship 

23 

Office Closed 
 

  

24 

Office 
Open 

 
 

 

25 

Office 
Open 

10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
 

26 

Office 
Open 

West Ohio 
Food Bank 

 
7p WBS 

27 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor’s 
Day Off 

28 

 

29  

10:00a Worship  
Confirmation after 

worship 

30 

Office Closed  

31 

Office 
Open  

 

 
Next Sunday, June 5, is  

Confirmation and Pentecost  
Sunday  

AND  
recognition of Graduates. 

 
Please wear red. 

Snyder/Strausbaugh  
Rehearsal & Wedding 
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