


PRELUDE James Southbridge
SAINT CHRISTOPHER

Please stand.

THE CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, who forgives all our sin, and
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.
THE CONFESSION

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

P:  While we were sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, God promises to heal us and forgive us.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
You are invited to kneel as you are able.
P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and
gentleness:

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

P: Forlonging to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at
rest with ourselves:

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.



C:

For the misuse of human relationships, and for our unwillingness to
see the image of God in others:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that
create strife and warfare:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness
with the fruits of creation:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the
gifts of love and grace:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us

THE GIFT OF FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

Please be seated.
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAy
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness,
and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be
transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

At this time we welcome our youth to Children’s Sunday School. Please
gather at the Narthex doors where you will meet your teacher for today.

READING FROM ISATAH43:16-21

R: Areading from Isaiah the 43™ chapter.
"®Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters, "who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
®Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old. "I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
*“The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;
for | give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people, 'the people whom | formed for
myself so that they might declare my praise.

R:  Word of God, Word of Life!
C: Thanks be to God!



A READING FROM PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14

R:

A reading from Philippians the 3™ chapter.

Paul writes:] “°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, | have more: °circumcised on the eighth day, a member of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews: as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard
them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ *and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. '°l want to know Christ and the power of
his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, "'if somehow | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.

'Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached
the goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me his own. °Beloved, | do not consider that | have
made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 press on toward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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V: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. John the 12" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

V: 'Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. “There they gave a
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the
table with him. *Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot,
one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him),
said, >*Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and
the money given to the poor?” °(He said this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common
purse and used to steal what was put into it.) “Jesus said, “Leave
her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my
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burial. ®You always have the poor with you, but you do not always
have me.”

V: This is the Gospel of our Lord!
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Praise to you, O Christ.

She bought it so that

she might keep it for
a the day of my burial.

John 12:7, NRSV

Please be seated.

REFLECTION
Vicar Mike Porter



BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER. Frederick C. Maker, 18441927

You are invited to kneel as you are able.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Together we respond:
P:  Merciful God.

C: Receive our prayer.



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING & MEDITATION Russell Schulz-Widmar

Variations on Wondrous LOVE

I. "What Wondrous Love is This”

Il. “‘When | Was Sinking Down”
Ill. “To God and to the Lamb”

IV. “And When from Death I'm Free”

WoNDROUS LOVE
ELW 666 VERSES 2,3
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Please stand.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your heart.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltis right to give God thanks and praise!

THE PROPER PREFACE

P:

It in indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life,
lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness
should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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FEUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P:

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued
your covenant people, led them on all their journeys, and taught
them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this to remember me.

As often as we eat of this bread, and drink from this cup, we
proclaim that Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this
community of faith and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh,
Power of the Most High, now are forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.

At this time, we share in taking the bread and wine
as we feast on the body and blood of Christ.

Together we break bread and lift the cup.

THE TABLE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Letus pray, O God, in this meal you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your
table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all
our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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THE BLESSING

P:  You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and
strengthen for the journey. May the Almighty God, majestic and
mighty bless you this day and always.

C: Amen.
Please stand.

CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING
ELW 339

fa 1o

. 1 |

P - — i .

NG B

I Christ, the life of all  the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have sut-fered great af - flic-tion and havebome it  pa - tient - ly.
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,

04 \
Y 4 ) ] | [
P . r
J T
Christ, your-sclt for mc once giv-mg to the dark - cst depths of  woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, | will thank you ev - er-more;

‘Q—g . . — - PR—
- i - B e s B

)

through your suf-f'ring,death,and mer -it life e-ter - nal 1 in- her - it
for you chosc to be  tor-ment-cd that my doom should be pre-vent - cd.
thank you for the groan-ing, sigh-ing. for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,

0 & —— — |
e o [P o F [P 4 P |4 & ,
J F

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, un - to you.
for  that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1603-168 1 tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN. Das grosse Camtional. Darmstadt, 1687



THE SENDING

P: Go in peace! For Jesus meets us on the way!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau
JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN

Teday s Werstip Leaders

Cantor: Victor Welsch Facebook Camera: Wendy Bailey
Host: Nominee Family SlideShow Creator: Pastor Bailey
Lector: Melissa Chester SlideShow Operator: John Bailey

Haley Welter
Sunday School: Mary Hoyda Acolyte:

Director of Music:  Curtis L. King Today’s Officiant: Pastor C.J. Bailey

We could not offer multiple platforms for sharing worship
“Apart...yet Together”
without an entire crew of people working to make the magic happen.

md Mid-Week Lenten Worship will take place on
r Wednesday at 7 PM
. Order envelopes for Easter Lily dedications can

be found on the table in the Lobby.

Giving statements for 2021 are on the table in the Lobby area.
Please take yours with you.
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Love | 99V BzY 1l KWKY T
Pg%z/:e We have resumed sharing the peace during
worship. We understand not everyone is
comfortable doing so at this time. Please be
mindful of those around you, and honor the
wishes of those who may be more comfortable
speaking peace than offering personal
greetings.

If you, or someone in your family, will be graduating this spring with a
high school, college or graduate degree, please let the church office
know. We do not want to overlook the educational accomplishments

of any of our church family members!

We would like to highlight and honor all graduates with a
bulletin board display
and honor them in a Sunday Worship service setting as well.

Thank you so much for your cooperation in trying to reach everyone
who is graduating.
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C}” 1, 300 Melmore Street
a4 (D CY Tiffin, Ohio
o4 m. = 419-447-1323
% v ] [ 0 5 firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com
' ‘ Vp . firstlutherantiffin.com
N Vot g
AMERY
Pastor: Director of Music:
CLAYTON J. BAILEY Curtis L. KING
0God is among us!
OWe are called to go out, care|ffor all,
reconcile and trust God for all that we need."




