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Boundless 

God beyond measure 

I want you to know all about 

Christ’s love, although it is too 

wonderful to be measured. Then 

your lives will be filled with all that 

God is. 

Ephesians 3:19 

This is the theme for the 2022 

National Youth Gathering.  In the 

next year you will hear more and 

more about the upcoming 

Gathering in Minneapolis, 

especially now that registration is 

about begin.  But before we dig 

into the theme, I thought I would 

take some time to reflect on the 

National Youth Gathering, and 

what it means to the life and faith 

of our youth.   

Let’s start off with, what is the 

Gathering? Traditionally, every 

three years Lutheran Youth gather 

from across the country for a week 

of Bible Study, Worship, Fellowship 

and Service.  I say traditionally, 

because this year will make an 

odd exception that it will be 4 

years since the last Gathering in 

2018 which took place in Houston.  

I have no doubt that it was a 

difficult decision to postpone last 

year’s Gathering due to the 

Pandemic.  Looking back, it was 

probably the right decision to 

make.  As we look forward to 

arriving in Minneapolis we can give 

thanks for the many other locations 

which have hosted the Gathering 

including Atlanta, San Antonio, 

New Orleans, Detroit, Denver, 

Dallas, and several others.   

Following the traditions of the past 

several years, the Gathering will 

last five days made up of two 

partial days, and three full days.  

Each of the full days will be 

comprised of a Day of Service, an 

Interactive Learning Day, and a 

Synod Day.  These are somewhat 

self-explanatory, but we can dig in 

just a bit more.   

On our Day of Service, we will be 

sent out into the community to 

serve as the hand and feet of 

Christ.  Our projects may include 

visiting in nursing homes, cleaning 

up someone’s yard, painting, 

serving meals in a soup kitchen, or 

anywhere in between.  We won’t 

know our designated project until 

the day of, and everyone involved 

in planning keeps reminding us that 

the key to a successful Day of 

Service is to “stay flexible!”   

Our Interactive Learning Day will 

take place at the Convention 

Center, which will be transformed 

into a hands-on learning center.  

Youth will be able to help build 

homes with Habitat, pack kits for 

Lutheran World Relief, experience 

life as a refuge, challenge 

(Continued on page 2) 
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themselves to fetch water for their family after walking 

to and from the local well, and experience first-hand 

the realities of poverty.  It is an eye-opening day to 

the needs of the world and mixes in plenty of fun with 

bounce houses, games, and places to find a bit of r&r.   

For Synod Day, we will be traveling to a local 

congregation which will host everyone attending from 

the Northwestern Ohio Synod.  Under the guidance of 

Bishop Beaudoin and our youth leadership team, all 

who are part of the NWOS will have the opportunity to 

learn, grow, and connect with other Lutherans who 

live in our own back yard.   

Each day ends with a mass gathering, which will take 

place in the US Bank Stadium, home of the Minnesota 

Vikings.  Our evenings will be full of speakers, concerts, 

and many other faith formative events.  For many of 

our youth it will be hard to fathom gathering with 

close to 30,000 others to share in communion, song, 

worship, and praise!  Think of it, 30,000 is nearly double 

the size of Tiffin, and we’ll all be praying the Lord’s 

Prayer at the same time, in the same place!   

I could go on with details about the Gathering, and 

perhaps in the months ahead I will share a bit more.  

For now, I ask that you keep our youth in your prayers 

as they discern whether or not to participate in the 

2022 Gathering.  For some, it’s well outside their 

comfort zone as they will be expressing faith and 

gathering with so many strangers.  For others it’s a trip 

farther from home than they’ve ever been before.  

Still, many have to question how can I go when trying 

to balance, summer sports, our county fair, preparing 

to head off to college, work, and everything else that 

makes up the lives of our teens.   

What I can promise is that the Gathering will be an 

event to remember.  I can remember my High School 

Gathering which took me to Atlanta in 1994.  Our 

theme, “2 B Alive!”  Tony Campolo was the lead 

speaker as we gathered in the Georgia Dome.  

Although I was an active member of my Youth Group, 

I’d never done anything like this before. Looking back, 

this may have very well been one of the first seeds 

that nurtured my Call to ministry.  I can also recall 

attending the Gathering in 2006 when I took a group 

of youth to San Antonio.  For some of my youth at the 

time it was their first trip outside of Ohio and it was a 

huge cultural adjustment as they experienced life 

outside of the 600 people living in Edon.  Add to that, 

it was hot in San Antonio and we walked everywhere! 

Again, I could continue to go on.  But I’ll stop for now 

and leave this in your hands as you fold them to pray.  

Pray for our youth.  Encourage them.  Ask them if they 

are attending or thinking about attending.  Ask what 

they are most excited about.  Then remind them that 

registration begins soon and will close at the end of 

October.   

In grateful anticipation!   

 

 

Thanks to the generosity of this congregation we will be able to fill 50 backpacks with 

needed school supplies for LWR, and purchase enough backpacks for the next  

100 LWR backpacks! 

Additionally, we will donate several boxes of extra supplies to  

local students who may need supplies for school success. 

 

The packing of the backpacks will take place after church on Sunday, September 12th, 

which has been designated by the ELCA as  

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.  

All are welcome to remain after worship to assemble the backpack supplies and pack 

them into boxes for transport to our local ingathering site in Waldo, OH. 

Church-wide Service Project for August /September 



 3 

National Youth Gathering 

Registration forms will be available soon.  All youth currently in 8th grade or in High School are able to attend 

this life formative event.  At the time of your registration a $150 deposit is required.  This will be put towards the 

$600 total per person cost.  Also note that forms will be available soon for your service hours which can help 

you save up to $100 off.  Don’t forget to mark your calendars.  The Gathering will take place July 24-28, 2022.  

Also mark your calendars for our next pre-Gathering event which will take place on Sunday September 12.   

Youth Night Will Begin Soon  

Attention All Youth!  Mark your calendars for something new this year.  We are going to combine all our efforts 

into one amazing evening!  On the Second Sunday of the Month, Confirmation Youth will gather from 6-7 

p.m.  Youth Group will take place from 7-8 p.m.  And our pre-Gathering meetings will go from 8-9 p.m.  

Sounds like a crazy and fun evening of learning, playing, and growing in faith together.   

Confirmation Classes Resume 

All our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade youth are invited to this year’s Confirmation Class.  We are going to be leaning 

more about Martin Luther, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed as we learn and grow together.  Classes 

will be on the Second Sunday of the Month from 6-7 p.m..  If you can’t make it or want to know more, please 

see Pastor Bailey. 

 

God’s Work. Our Hands.  

Congregations around the ELCA are invited to participate in God’s Work.  during  

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday on September 12.  

Here at First, we’ll be putting together our School Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  All are welcome to stay after 

worship as we get organize, pack, and prepare to send our donation of school supplies around the world.   

 

Ways to be Generous and Support a Hurting World 

As we have watched the devastation of wildfires, floods, and hurricanes in our own country, and as our 

hearts have poured out for those in need in Haiti and Afghanistan, you may be wondering how and where 

you may help.  If you are looking to help those in need, may we suggest a gift to Lutheran World Relief as 

they serve as the hands and feet of this church around the world.  Donations may be made at LWR.ORG 

YOUTH 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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STAY TUNED FOR NEWS ABOUT... 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Needs are being assessed and information will be 

made available as soon as possible. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
All students are invited to attend and bring their 

backpacks for a special blessing for the school year. 

Sunday, September 5th 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
Sunday, October 3rd 

PACKING OF SCHOOL KITS 
Sunday, September 12th following worship 

HOLY  HUMOR

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS are looking for some new book lovers to join them!  

Their September book selection is Educated by Tara Westover. All are invited to join them the third  

Monday of the month at 1:30, (September 20th). This group meets in the Library at First Lutheran.  

Come join them and enjoy some fellowship and lively discussion. 

CHURCH FOOTBALL PHRASES 

BLITZ– The strategic play that takes place two seconds after closing prayer as everyone rushes for their 

favorite restaurant. 

BLOCKING– Talking endlessly to the pastor at the church door and keeping everyone else from exiting. 

COMMERCIAL– Announcements. 

DRAFT CHOICE– The decision to sit close to an air conditioning vent. 

DRAW PLAY– What many children( and not a few adults) do with their bulletins during the service. 

END ZONE– The pews. 

EXTRA POINT– What you receive when you tell the pastor his sermon was too short. 

QUARTERBACK SNEAK– How the pastor gets from the pulpit to the rear door during the benediction. 

INTERFERENCE– Talking during the organ prelude. 

PASS INTERFERENCE– a parent moving between two kids in the pew to halt the flow of notes back and forth 

during the sermon. 
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GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

 Tiffin City Schools are now back 
in session and summer vacation 
is over, for the most part!      
Our Extended Care program 
ended with weekly units on "Silly 
Science", "Fairy Tales" 
and  "Farewell Summer".  We 
enjoyed a Pizza Party Lunch on 
the final day of our Summer 
Program.   
 

With school starting, we have welcomed back some of our 
old friends and have some new friends joining us this 
school year!  We currently have 15 preschoolers, 22 
Washington students, 20 Krout students and 8 Noble 
students registered for our school year program.  
 
Our Preschool Summer Enrichment Program concluded 
with "Full Steam Ahead" and "Aqua Adventures".  The 
children enjoyed a variety of crafts, snacks, stories and 
related games. Our Preschool programs do not begin until 
after Labor Day, but our preschool staff has been very busy 
getting ready for the big day! 
 
We were able to participate in BERG SERVE on Sunday, 
August 15. Thanks to the Heidelberg students who helped 
us move furniture, clean toys, tables and chairs. With their 
help, we were able to accomplish a lot in a short amount of 
time! 

We are all looking forward to a great school year and are 
hoping and praying that the Covid virus does not become a 
problem for us!  Again, thanks to all of you that support our 
programs in any way!   

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
  

Check out the smiling faces enjoying 

the fort as it neared completion!  

Sometimes it’s the simple things that 

are the most fun. 

(Left) Some kids 

were more 

 interested in 

spending time 

sitting in a 

shady spot 

than in helping 

build the ‘fort’. 

Tree Fort Fun 
Building a tree fort takes many hands and a lot of  

concentration to get the perfect branch placement. 

 

This activity brought some much-needed fun on a hot, 

sunny summer day. 



 6 

WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday 

September 5 

Sunday 

September 12 

Sunday 

September 19 

Sunday 

September 26 

15th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

16th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

17thSunday 

after Pentecost 

18th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Lector:  

Philip Scherr 

Lector:  Beth Margraf 

 

Lector:   

Carol Jarrett 

Lector:   

Jamie Lodermeier- 

Fay 

Hosts:  

Nominee Family 

Host:  Janet Zirger 

 

Host:  Judy Kimmel 

  

Hosts:  ?? 

 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

THANK YOU 

LAWN CREW 

September 2-Shawn Vallery 

September 9-Deb & Rick Nominee 

September 16-John Swope 

September 23-Jim Ruess 

September 30-John Kobelt 

 
Many THANKS to our loyal lawn crew AND Weed Warriors!! 

 

A special thank you to Pastor, Ruth, Victor, 
 the Monday and Thursday Evening Women's Bible Study groups and all those who sent prayers, 

flowers, cards, and gift cards remembering Lisa  
during the time of her passing to meet our Risen Savior.  

  
Thank you.   

Curtis L. King 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

God is among us! 

We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, 

forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need. 

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2021 

Present: Pastor Bailey, Beth Margraf, Bonnie 

Oberlander, Anna Wildman, Jane Fruth, Deb Nominee, 

Janet Zirger.  Special guest, Rick Greene was also 

present. 

Absent: Kelly Cook, Kim Ames, Shelley Ross 

 

President Beth Margraf called the meeting to order. 

Devotions were given by Pastor Bailey. 

 

Approve Agenda: A room request was added to the 

agenda. A motion to accept the agenda was made by 

Jane, Deb seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Approve May and June minutes: Deb made a motion 

to accept, Anna seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Approve May and June Financial Reports: Jane 

reported that at present we are a little ahead in our 

finances. This is because our members have been 

very generous. Also the preschool received money 

from the state which was also a help. Deb made a 

motion to accept the report, Beth seconded and the 

motion passed.  

 

Old Business: 

Long Term Project Goal:   

Rick Greene gave a presentation to Council on the 

findings of his committee. The committee whose 

members were: Bob and Janet Meyer, Mike 

Oberlander, Rick and Diane Greene were part of an Ad 

Hoc committee formed to establish a timeline of the 

future maintenance needs of the church building. A list 

of their findings is attached to these minutes. The 

committee would like to meet with Executive Council to 

discuss how to prioritize these projects and how to 

begin working towards funding for these projects.  

Covid protocols: 

It was decided that masks will no longer be required 

when entering or leaving church. We will continue to 

use the ropes for safe distancing. Pastor will issue a 

Financial Report 

Month ending 

July 2021 

  Month   YTD 

Income 

Church $12,366 $104,138 

Pre-School $8,458 $72,577 

 $20,794 $182,715 

 

Expenses 

Church $20,869 $145,666 

Pre-School $7,517 $59,636 

 $28,386 $205,302 

 

Summary: ($7,592) ($22,587) 

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

statement via email to the congregation on the 

change in the protocols.  

-Open slots on Council: 

At present Evangelism, Stewardship and Parish 

Education need to be filled. Beth will contact the 

nominating committee to contact members about 

their membership to these committees. She will 

also contact committee chairmen to re-start their 

committees.  

 

New business: 

Janitorial Hours Request:  

Beth read a letter from our janitors, John Bailey 

and Hailey Welter, who are requesting extra hours 

to take care of carpet cleaning, scrubbing floors, 

painting, etc. Their hours would be increased from 

 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giving 

page. 
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COUNCIL MINUTES (CONTINUED) / BIRTHDAYS 

a combined 15 hours to 30 at a 

rate of $10 an hour.  Deb made a 

motion to accept the increase in 

hours and Jane seconded. The 

motion passed. 

Room request: A request was 

made by member Bonnie 

Oberlander to rent the Fellowship 

Hall on August 28th for a baby 

shower. Jane made a motion to 

accept and Anna seconded. The 

motion passed.  

 

Pastor’s Report: 

Door Locks: the door lock project 

is now complete. All of the doors to 

the preschool rooms now use one 

key.  

Pastor is starting to plan the Youth 

trip. He is compiling information 

and will meet with the parents at 

the end of July. 

He gave an overview of a few of 

the experiences that he had with 

his family and the Bishop during 

his week at Lakeside for 

continuing education. 

Pastor is also working on 

implementing small group 

meetings with members to hear 

their ideas about what church/

ministry might look like in the 

future. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Finance: Our investments are 

doing well. Jane will contact the 

finance committee members to 

restart discussion of funding 

projects.  

 

Worship and Music: Anna said the 

screen in the Nave has been 

raised to enable people to now 

stand while reading from the 

screen during worship. The use of 

individual communion cups will 

continue to be used until Advent. A 

project of building a trellis around a 

larger screen is being considered. 

 

Stewardship: No report 

 

Parish Education: No report 

Evangelism: No report 

 

Property: Pastor will call Rick to 

contact an asphalt company to fill 

in holes in the driveway.  

 

Childhood Ministries: Bonnie 

reported that the three year old 

class for fall is full. 4/5 class is 

nearing its limit. Overall enrollment 

is up.  

 

Social Ministry: Deb is working on 

filling slots for volunteering at the 

Sharing Kitchen. Our church is 

responsible for July 12,15, August 

16,19 and October 11,14.  

 

Update status of church goals: 

next goal is to prioritize the 

projects. 

 

Next Meeting:  Executive Council - 

August 16 @ 6:30, Church Council 

- Aug 19 @ 6:30. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Janet Zirger,  

Co-Secretary 
  

1  Clayton Bailey 

2  Ron Mellott 

4  Jamie Chester 

6  Dick Wyka 

7  Sandra Mellott 

  Jim Zellner 

9  Linda Phares 

  Alice Smith 

11  Scott Jarrett 

  Diane Hampshire 

12  Kathy Livoti 

13  Maxwell Pauley 

14  Angela Nominee 

15  Jacob English 

16  Janet Meyer 

17  Martin Meyer 

19  Avery Hoover 

20  Andrew Bailey 

22  Savanna Cook 

  Libby Hoyda 

  Kevin Reser 

24  Annabel Binau 

26  Deborah Fassler 

  Jill Griffin 

  Jason Lather 

  Sandra Maistros 

27  Golden Hanna 

28  Bernita Tippin 

30  Isabella Meyer 

  Pat Nelson 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

Office Closed 

 1 

Office Closed 
 

7:30p NA 
Group 

2 

 

3 
Office Closed 

 
 7:30p NA 

Group 
 

4 

 

5 15th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

6 

Office Closed 
 

7 

First Day of 
Preschool 

8 
Office Closed 

 9:00a  Piece 
Corp 

4:00 Preschool 
Board 

 6:30p W&M 
mtg 

 7:30p NA 
Group 

9 

 

10 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 7:30p NA 
Group 
 

11 
 

12 16th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
LiveStream or WTTF 
11-School Kits 
6p Confirmation 
7p Youth Group 
8p Pre-Gathering 
  

13  

Office Closed 
 

  

14 

SCROLL 
INFO 

DUE TODAY 

15 

Office Closed 
 
6:30p Council 
 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

16 

 

17 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 7:30p NA 
Group 

18 

 

19  17th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

20  

Office Closed 
 

1:30p Bookworms 
Anonymous 

 
 

21 

 

22 

Office Closed 
 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

23 

 1:00p West Ohio 
Food 
Bank 

 

24 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
6:00p Synod 

Assembly 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

25 

Celebration 
of Life for  
Louise  
Scaife 

26 18th Sun. 
 after  
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

27 

Office Closed  

28 29 

Office Closed 
 

7:30p NA 
Group 

30   
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CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS  

 PRESIDENT   Beth Margraf   WORSHIP & MUSIC Anna Wildman 

 VICE PRESIDENT Shelley Ross   PARISH ED  (vacant) 

 CO-SECRETARIES Janet Zirger/Kim Ames EVANGELISM  (vacant) 

 TREASURER  Jane Fruth   PROPERTY  Kelly Cook 

 CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander  STEWARDSHIP    (vacant) 
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FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF 
 

Clayton J. Bailey Pastor          Tel. 567.938.6077 

Ruth Scott    Secretary   Tel. 419-447-1323 

Curtis L. King  Director of Music 

John Bailey  Janitors 

Haley Welter 

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES  
 

Jane Frederick, Director 

Tel:  419.447.1145 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323 

Office Hours:  Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Website: firstlutherantiffin.com   E-mail: firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 

Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM 

Follow us on Facebook:   www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin 


