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Two months ago, I began to 

ponder with you the pledge that 

we made at the time of our 

confirmation.  To remind you, this 

question, or something similar to it 

was asked:  

Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in 

baptism: 

• To live among God’s faithful 

people? 

• To hear the word of God and 

share in the Lord’s Supper? 

• To proclaim the good news of 

God in Christ through word and 

deed? 

• To serve all people, following 

the example of Jesus? 

• And, to strive for justice and 

peace in all the earth? 

In June we wrestled with the 

questions of how to live among 

God’s faithful people and how is it 

that we hear the word of God and 

share in the Lord’s Supper?  In the 

July newsletter, we pondered the 

many ways that we proclaim the 

good news of Christ, serving all 

people through word and deed.  

I’d encourage you, if you missed 

either one of these articles, take a 

look at our website 

(firstlutherantiffin.com) and readi 

the June and or July Newsletter 

posted on our newsletter tab.   

This month, we finish this mini-series 

by reflecting on our call to strive for 

justice and peace in all the earth.  

Like Martin Luther, we need to ask, 

“What does this mean?” 

Jesus said, in the sermon on the 

mount, “Blessed are the peace 

makers, for they will be called 

children of God.”  (Matthew 5:9)  

Over this past year, our world has 

become very polarized.  Sadly, we 

have become a divided people in 

so many ways.  We have 

witnessed: 

• Racial divides inspired by the 

death of George Floyd and 

many others. 

• Political divides over a brutal 

election, an unwilling 

concession, and the storming 

of the Capitol.   

• Social divides over 

vaccinations and mask 

wearing.   

• Differences of opinions over 

immigration, abortion, and on 

and on the list could go.   

It is unfortunate that we have 

become so polarized and divided 

over these issues.  In the eyes of 

God, we aren’t defined by color, 

language, or native land.  In God’s 

eyes it doesn’t matter what our 

political officiation may be.  What 

does matter is that we, as God’s 

people, strive to love, care for, 

serve, protect, and promote the 

well-being of all people.   

(Continued on page 2) 

Sunday Worship: 

10:00 a.m.  
Join us for worship: 

We are offering worship in-

person with precautions 

Broadcast live on 93.3 FM 

or 1600 AM and on  

Facebook Live 

(firstlutherantiffin) 

 

Piece Corp 

Wednesday, August 11 

9:00 a.m. 

Church Council  

Thursday, August 19 

6:30 p.m. 

 

West Ohio Food Bank 
Thursday, August 26 

Volunteers report by 12:30 

Distribution begins at 1:00  

 

Sharing Kitchen 
August 16 & 19 

 

Temporary Office Hours 
Tuesday & Thursday 

9-4 

EVENTS AT A 

GLANCE 

“ Cod is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.” 

First Lutheran 
Church 

 

300 Melmore Street                   Tiffin, Ohio 
 

August 2021 Scroll 

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY 
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(Continued from page 1) 

As we strive for justice and peace in all the earth, we 

can recall the Ten Commandments and Luther’s 

explanation of them in his Small Catechism.  While 

Commandments 1-3 reflect on our relationship with 

God, the other seven all relate to how we care (or 

should care) for one another.   

Honor your mother and father. 

You shall not kill. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness. 

You shall not covet your neighbor. 

You shall not covet anything  

that belongs to your neighbor.   

All of the explanations given by Luther are fitting for 

how we are to live as we strive for justice and peace, 

however I’d like you to hear the explanation to the 8th 

commandment: 

“You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. 

What is this?  or  What does this mean? 

We are to fear and love God, so that we do not 
tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander 
them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we 

are to come to their defense, speak well of 
them, and interpret everything they do in the 

best possible light.” 

Justice and peace begin first with us, living by loving 

our neighbor.  Justice and peace begin with 

recognizing that all people, (and I stress the word all) 

are our brother and sister in Christ therefore our 

neighbor.  In recognizing this fact, we may be better 

able to stand up, speak out, and work towards a just 

and peaceful world that encompasses all the earth.   

Blessings as we work and serve together!   

 

YOUTH 

National Youth Gathering 

The Gathering is on for 2022!  Now is the time for you to ponder whether or not 

you would like to be a part of this once in a lift time youth experience.  Together 

with 30,000 other youth from across the ELCA, we will gather to 

learn, explore, grow in faith and serve the Boundless God that we 

worship and adore.   

Be on the look out for a top ten tip which is being emailed to our 

youth families each week.  If you haven’t received these emails 

sent a note to Pastor Bailey and he’ll add you to the email list.    

Registration will begin in September, and we want to firm our 

group up by the end of October.  So prayerfully consider being a 

part of the 2022 National Youth Gathering.   

Pastor will be on Vacation.   

Pastor Bailey will be on vacation and away from the office August 2-6.  If you need pastoral care during that 

time, please contact the church office so that appropriate arrangements can be made.   

Thank You for your generosity in contributing stamps for Office use. 

It is much appreciated!           From Office Ruth 
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Due to Pandemic restrictions last year we did not participate in our annual LWR school kit 

project. We area happy to announce that we will resume that project this year. 

Our goal is to fill 50 school kits for LWR. Any additional supplies will be donated locally to 

help Tiffin area students in need of support. 

 

After taking inventory of supplies, we are in need of the following items: 

Packages of 16 or 24 count crayons 

Pencil sharpeners 

Rulers with inch and cm markings 

Scissors with blunt tips 

Black or Blue ballpoint pens 

2-1/2” erasers 

Church-wide Service Project for August 

In early September we will have a packing 

party so that anyone interested can help 

assemble the kits and get them ready to be 

taken to our ingathering location  

for kits and quilts. 

Your generosity and  support  
is very much appreciated! 
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STAY TUNED FOR NEWS ABOUT... 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
 

PACKING OF SCHOOL KITS 

Pictured on left:  Pastor Bailey and the 

Leopold Family: parents, Ellyse and Jeff, 

and children, Bowen Gregory and  

Ellie May. 

 

Bowen and Ellie were baptized during 

worship on July 25th. 

 

We extend a warm welcome to the 

entire Leopold Family and look forward 

to watching Bowen and Ellie as they 

change and grow! 
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GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

 

HOLY  HUMOR

                                        SEMPER FI    

An atheist professor was teaching a college class and he told the class that he was going to prove that there 

was no God. He said, “God if you are real, then I want you to knock me off this platform. I’ll give you 15 

minutes!” 

Ten minutes went by. He kept taunting God, saying, “Here I am God, I’m still waiting.” 

He got down to the last couple of minutes as a big 240 pound Christian Marine happened to walk by the door 

on his way to a school recruiting meeting. He stepped and listened to what the professor said.  

The Marine walked in to the classroom and in the last minute, hit the professor full force, sending him flying off 

the platform. 

The professor got up, obviously shaken, and said, “Where did you come from and why did you do that?” 

The Marine replied, “God was busy, He sent me!” 

Greetings from Childhood  
Ministries!  Greetings from 
Childhood Ministries! We have all 
enjoyed our summer break with 
family and friends and are back in 
the lower level of the church. We 
currently have 15 Preschool 
students and 20 School Age 
children in our Summer Day Care 
program!  This includes eight sets 
of siblings and a total of 12 girls 

and 23 boys in our program.  As you can see, the boys 
always outnumber the girls!   
 
Our Extended Care program enjoyed "Dr. Seuss Week", 
"Christmas In July" and "Down On The Farm".  We have 
had many fun art activities and interesting snacks related to 
our various themes. The children and staff have really 
enjoyed themselves.  

Our Summer Enrichment Program for preschool students 
began the second session in the middle of July.  Their 
themes for the remainder of July were "Unicorns and 
Dragons" and "Down On The Farm".  The children enjoyed 
snacks, stories, crafts and games as well as other 
activities.. 
 
Special thanks to Pastor Bailey and Wendy for re-painting 
our barricades while we were on summer break.  They are 
so much brighter and hopefully, much easier to see!   Also, 
thanks to everyone who supports our programs in any way! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
  

BOOKWORMS ANONYMOUS is looking for some new book lovers to join them!  

Their August book selection is The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure. All are invited to join them the third  

Monday of the month at 1:30, beginning August 16th. This group meets in the Library at First Lutheran.  

Come join them and enjoy some fellowship and lively discussion. 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

Sunday 

August 1 

Sunday 

August 8 

Sunday 

August 15 

Sunday 

August 22 

Sunday 

August 29 

10th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

11th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

12thSunday 

after Pentecost 

13th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

14th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

Lector:  

 ??? 

Lector:   

Beth Margraf  

Lector:   

Melissa Chester 

Lector:   

Gracie Chester 

Lector:   

Shelley Ross 

Hosts:  

Nominee Family  

Host:   

Janet Zirger 

Hosts:  

 ??? 

Hosts:   

Judy Kimmel 

Hosts:   

Nominee Family 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Slide Show: 

??? 

Slide Show: 

John & Haley 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

??? 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

Videographer: 

Wendy Bailey 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 

OTHER NEWS  

LAWN CREW 

August 5-Pete Myers 

August 12-Jim Ruess 

August 19-John Kobelt 

August 26-Bob Fruth 

 
Many THANKS to our loyal lawn crew AND Weed Warriors!! 

 

As you can clearly see by the ??? In the Worship Volunteers above,  

we are in serious need of people to step up and help  

by volunteering to serve the church family as a host or Lector. 

 

Please Contact Beth Myers if you could possibly donate an hour of your time to help. Many 

thanks to the faithful few who step up time and time again to host and read. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

God is among us! 

We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, 

forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need. 

  Special Church Council Meeting 

June 1, 2021 

 

The purpose of this meeting was to update our current 

Covid-19 policies. 

 

Present: Pastor, Beth Margraf, Shelley Ross, Bonnie 

Oberlander, Anna Wildman, Janet Zirger 

Absent: Jane Fruth, Kim Ames, Kelly Cook, Deb 

Nominee 

 

Beth called the meeting to order.  

Devotions were given by Pastor. 

 

The three topics to be discussed were: wearing of 

masks, social distancing, and the role of our members 

who are Greeters/Hosts.  

 

After much discussion, the following policies were 

voted into effect beginning Sunday, June 6: 

 

Masks: Members and visitors will be required to wear a 

mask upon entering and leaving the church. Once 

seated masks may be removed during the service. 

 

Social distancing: The white ropes used in the middle 

will be removed. Ropes will continue to be used on 

every other pew to provide a comfortable distance 

between members.  

Greeters/Hosts: They will greet members and visitors, 

offer masks to those who do not have one as masks 

are required for entering and leaving the church, pass 

out the communion bags for communion on the first 

and third Sundays of the month and record in the 

visitor book the number of people attending on that 

Sunday. They no longer need to register members or 

visitors for contact tracing.  

 

Council voted to accept these revisions and to review 

them at the next council meeting. 

 Next meeting:  July 8 at 6:30.  

- 
 

 

Financial Report 

Month ending 

June 2021 

  Month   YTD 

Income 

Church $14,389 $97,802 

Pre-School $14,521 $64,119 

 $28,910 $161,921 

 

Expenses 

Church $19,323 $124,797 

Pre-School $7,617 $52,119 

 $26,940 $176,916 

 

Summary: $1,970 ($14,995) 

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

Next Meeting:  July 8th at 6:30 
P.M.  Will try to meet in person. 
 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Kim Ames and Janet Zirger,  

Co-Secretaries 
  

 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giving 

page. 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

Please note that office hours have temporarily 

changed. Ruth will be in the Office  

9-4 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

She will work remotely on Wednesdays. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

West Ohio Food Bank 

August  26th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help 

feed Seneca County.  Distribution begins at 1:00. Volunteers are 

welcome anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know 

that the line starts forming around 10 a.m.  Feel free to come early, as 

supplies are distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers! 

Sharing Kitchen Update 
The Sharing Kitchen at St. Paul’s Methodist Church is once again 

serving in-person meals. The remaining 2021 dates we have been  

assigned are as follows:  

   August 16th and 19th 

   October 11th and 14th 

We have been asked to have 2 people arrive at 10:30 and 3-4 more 

volunteers at 11:00. The request has been made that everyone be 

able to stay until clean-up is completed (usually by 1:00). 

Please contact Deb Nominee if you are able to help  

on any of these dates. 

********** 

 
Social distancing has been relaxed with the removal of the center 
pew dividers, but every-other-row seating is still in place.  
 
Greeters will distribute communion packets when you enter the nave. 
 
You will not need to register with greeters, but individuals and family 
groups are asked to complete a Fellowship Card and place it in the 
offering plate. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and cooperation as we try to safely 
navigate the ever-changing guidelines of Covid  survival, while 

keeping all members, guests, staff,  and daycare participants healthy. 

2  Xavier Kelly 

  Mike Porter 

8  Joanne Dunbar 

  Mercedes Snyder 

15  Luise Zeop 

16  Kerry Eppley 

17  Joyce Lather 

18  Ellie Anderson- 

              Shawberry 

19  Diane Dunbar 

  Beth Myers 

  Keith Spitler 

  Mark Stephens 

22  Jan Hall 

  Tim Ross 

23  Austin Moneer 

25  Norman Covert 

  Nicki Reis 

28  Ray Wise 

30  Jane Frederick 

31  Joe Carnahan 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 10th Sun. 
 after  
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

2 

 
Office Closed  

3 4 

Office Closed 
 

7:30p NA 
Group 

5 

 

6 
Office Closed 

 
 7:30p NA 

Group 
 

7 

 

8 11th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

9 

Office Closed 

10 

 

11 
Office Closed 

 
 9:00a  Piece 

Corp 
 6:30p W&M 

mtg 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

12 

 

13 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 7:30p NA 
Group 
 

14 
 

15 12th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

  

16  

Office Closed 
 

10:30a Sharing 
Kitchen 

 1:30p Bookworms 
Anonymous 

 6:30p Executive 
Committee 

17 

SCROLL 
INFO 

DUE TODAY 

18 

Office Closed 
 
 9:00a  Piece 

Corp 
 6:30p W&M 

mtg 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

19 

10:30a Sharing 
Kitchen 

 6:30p Council 

20 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 7:30p NA 
Group 

21 

 

22  13th Sun. 
 after 
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

23  

Office Closed 

24 

 

25 

Office Closed 
 
 9:00a  Piece 

Corp 
 6:30p W&M 

mtg 
 7:30p NA 

Group 

26 

 1:00p West Ohio 
Food 
Bank 

 

27 

Office Closed 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 7:30p NA 
Group 

28 

29 14th Sun. 
 after  
 Pentecost 

10:00a Worship  
in-person, 
Live Stream, 
or on WTTF 

30 

Office Closed  

31     

PASTOR WILL BE ON VACATION. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS  

 PRESIDENT   Beth Margraf   WORSHIP & MUSIC Anna Wildman 

 VICE PRESIDENT Shelley Ross   PARISH ED  (vacant) 

 CO-SECRETARIES Janet Zirger/Kim Ames EVANGELISM  (vacant) 

 TREASURER  Jane Fruth   PROPERTY  Kelly Cook 

 CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander  STEWARDSHIP    (vacant) 

 SOCIAL MINISTRY Deb Nominee 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF 
 

Clayton J. Bailey Pastor          Tel. 567.938.6077 

Ruth Scott    Secretary   Tel. 419-447-1323 

Curtis L. King  Director of Music 

John Bailey  Janitors 

Haley Welter 

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES  
 

Jane Frederick, Director 

Tel:  419.447.1145 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323 

Office Hours:  Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Website: firstlutherantiffin.com   E-mail: firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 

Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM 

Follow us on Facebook:   www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin 


