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“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
Over the past month I have spent
time working with our confirmation
youth getting them ready to
reaffirm their baptismal covenant.
In doing so we have reflected on
these questions during our class
time.
Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in
baptism:
To live among God’s faithful
people?
To hear the word of God and share
in the Lord’s Supper?
To proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed?
To serve all people, following the
example of Jesus?
And, to strive for justice and peace
in all the earth?
Knowing that each of us made a
similar pledge during our own
confirmation, I through I would
spend the next few newsletters
reminding us all of the covenant
that we have made with God. Or,
as Martin Luther would have put it,
answering the question, “What
does this mean?”
What does it mean to “Live among
God’s faithful people”? Our youth
interpreted that to mean that we
should be mindful of those we
associate with. Who are our
friends, closest colleagues, and
confidants? Do they share the
same faith values that we share as
we walk in the footsteps of Christ?

If they don’t, are we truly living
among God’s faithful people? It’s
true at any age, if our closest
friends act, behave, think, or
believe different than we do. Then
there is a chance that we may be
tempted to start doing as they are
doing, to start behaving as they
are behaving, or to start believing
as they are believing. Peer
pressure is real, and it can affect us
all no matter how young or old.
The ELCA, on their faith practices
web page, takes this part of our
covenant several steps further by
reminding us that living among
God’s faith people means that we
should also:

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE
Sunday Worship:
10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
Broadcast live on 93.3 FM
or 1600 AM and on
Facebook Live
(firstlutherantiffin)
We are offering worship inperson with precautions

Drive– Thru Communion
June 6, 2021
11:30-12:30

Read and study God's Word

Council Meeting:

Celebrate God's presence in
our lives through regular
participation in worship

July 8th 6:30 p.m.

Receive gratefully God's
blessings and return a
portion of God's
abundance through our
giving

West Ohio Food Bank

Live a new life in Christ by
caring for and encouraging
others
Pray daily for each other, our
communities and all of
creation as we move into
God's future.

Thursday, June 24th
Volunteers report by 12:30 p.m.
Distribution begins at 1:00 p.m.

Piece Corp
Wednesday, June 9,
9:00 a.m.

(Continued on page 2)
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YOUTH

confirmation class. Each
of the youth got to share
Renew daily a
one of the stories they
connection with
read. Did you know? They
baptism by making
were intrigued. They were
the sign of the cross
curious. They were excited
on your forehead.
about exploring more. I
Obviously, each of these
hope you might be willing
questions proposed within to do the same.
our baptismal covenant
are interrelated, for living
Next month we’ll dig in
among God’s faithful
deeper to how we
Mark Your Calendars!
people would lend us to
proclaim and serve
the next part of the
together as a people of
For all those interested in knowing more about next
question: What does it
God living out the pledges
year’s National Youth Gathering, save the date,
mean “to hear the word of we have made in our
and mark your calendar for July 25. We’ll gather
God and share in the
confirmation.
following worship for some conversation and
Lord’s Supper”?
planning for our trip to Minneapolis. Registration
Blessings as we work and
begins this fall, and we want to be sure to be
Like our youth we many
serve together!
informed, ready, and willing to be a part of this
realize this one isn’t quite
once-in-a-life-time faith formation event.
as complex to answer.
First, sharing in the Lord’s
Supper means gathering
around the table of
communion. However,
hearing the word of God
might be a bit more
detailed for there are
numerous ways that we
can, and do, “hear the
Thank You!
word of God.” For God
speaks through worship,
Many thanks to everyone who donated toward our Pre-School graduation
sermons, Bible readings,
books. The eyes of the youth lit up as they were each presented a book this
Bible studies, art, music,
year for their end of the year ceremony. Your generosity more than paid for
poems, the beauty of
the books we ordered, and we look forward to continuing this tradition in the
nature, and even in the
years to come.
conversations we share
with our friends and family.
Continued from page 1

Of course, one of the
easiest ways to hear God’s
word is through the Bible.
I’m not sure how often you
turn to yours. Right now,
I’m on a 174 day streak of
reading on my Bible App.
3-5 minutes a day, first
thing in the morning, helps
to get my day going. As I
encouraged our
confirmation youth, pick a
story, and try and read
one each week. At least
it’s a place to start.

Left: A view
of the
Preschool
Spring
Program
students.

That is what was fun about
the past few weeks of
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
West Ohio Food Bank
June 24th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help feed
Seneca County. Distribution begins at 1:00. Volunteers are welcome
anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know that the line
starts forming around 10 a.m. Feel free to come early, as supplies are
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Many thanks to our faithful volunteers!

Sharing Kitchen Update
The Sharing Kitchen at St. Paul’s Methodist Church will begin serving
in-person meals beginning in June. The 2021 dates we have been
assigned are as follows:
July 12th and 15th
August 16th and 19th
October 11th and 14th
We have been asked to have 2 people arrive at 10:30 and 3-4 more
volunteers at 11:00. The request has been made that everyone be
able to stay until clean-up is completed (usually by 1:00).
Please contact Deb Nominee if you are able to help

Updated Covid-19 Policy
On April 21, Council updated our response to Covid-19. You should
receive an email providing all the details, however this should provide
an outline of pertinent information. Thank you for your understanding
and cooperation as we try to keep EVERYONE at First safe and healthy!
Seneca County is currently ORANGE, so worship will be open with masks
and
social distancing.
•

For groups of 10 or less: Masks and distancing are encouraged.

•

Large groups: limited to beverages. Small groups can have light
snacks and beverages.

When we get to Yellow we will be open, and wearing masks will be
encouraged. Both large and small
groups will be free to share light
snacks and beverages.

Please Keep
wearing
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Stacey Gebauer
Elise Meyer
Brad Rathburn
Ray Wise, Jr.
Brad Clouse
Chloe Eppley
Sam Roszman
Paula Pauly
Zaine Reis
Griffin Ringle
Megan Guisinger
Olivia Bosse
Ryan Clouse
Guillermo Munoz
Joyce Schrenk
Steve Livoti
Bonnie Oberlander
Greg Wildman
Paul Fruth
Garret Kelly
Harry Smith
Judy May

SOS

We are in serious need of lectors and hosts. As you can
see on page 5, we need hosts for three June Sundays
and a Lector for June 20th. If you could help fill any of
these vacancies it would be much appreciated. You
can call the church office at 419-447-1323 or email:
firstlutheran@sbcglobal.net
Thanks for helping!
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GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
All of these children will be back next
school year, and most will be moving
up to Ms. Mindy's class.

Greetings from Childhood
Ministries! The children and staff are
looking forward to end-of-school-year
celebrations and summer
vacation! Our school age children
have been counting down the days of
school since the beginning of May.
Our Pre 4/5 classes are practicing for
their "Spring Program/Graduation"
program and our Pre 3 classes are
looking forward to a class picnic!
The children in our Pre 3 class have
been learning about "Family", "Zoo",
"Under the Sea" and "Summer
Fun". They have also been reviewing
their colors, shapes and letters. Our
board had decided not to have a
Spring Program for this class, due to
Covid. They will have a class picnic,
limited to two guests per child. The
class will end the year with outdoor
water games and activities.

HOLY HUMOR
Sign Sightings
Sign outside United Methodist
Church in Cheswold, DE:
“Sin burn is prevented by
Son screen.”
Church sign seen in central
Wisconsin:
“Exercise daily. Walk with Jesus!”
Sign outside a church:
“In a world when you can be
anything, be kind.”

Our Pre 4/5 classes have focused on
Letter "Z" (Zoo), "Circus Week",
"Camping Week" and "Saying
Goodbye". The children have been
practicing for their Spring Program and
look forward to performing for their
parents and grandparents. We are
excited to have a Spring Program this
year. Unfortunately, each child is
limited to four guests. We have
followed your Christmas/Easter
seating plan for our program.
I actually drew numbers for seating, to
try to make this as fair as possible!
Some of the parents were not too
pleased with this, as it is so different
from the past. I simply apologized to
them and reminded them that it is
better than a "Drive-Thru
Graduation"! The classes have also
enjoyed a video from Ms. Angie from
TSPL and were able to meet Ms. Jiran
in person (Washington Principal and
one of our Board members) as she
visited each of the three classes and
read them a story. The children look
forward to the last week of preschool,
with outside play and various water
games.

When God sends help,
don’t ask questions

Some of these children will be here
this summer for our Summer
Enrichment Program that begins
June 7th, 2021.
Our Extended Care children have
been enjoying seasonal activities and
more outdoor play! We look forward to
ending the year with special afternoon
snacks, such as ice cream and
popsicles. Our staff is also planning
for our Summer Program, that will
begin Tuesday, June 1. We have 24
children signed up, so far. We look
forward to NOT chasing down busses
(six times/day) and having to follow
such a rigid schedule.
Special thanks to Melissa Chester for
printing our tickets for our
program! Also, thanks to all of you
that support our program in any
way! "It takes a village to raise a
child", and we thank you for being part
of our "village"!
Sincerely,

Jane Frederick,
Director of
Childhood
Ministries

I must get home. Please, can you
use this hanger to unlock my car?”

She hurried to the pharmacy to
He said, “Sure.” He walked over to
pick up the medication. When she the car, and in less than a minute
got back to the car, she found her the car was open.
keys locked inside.
She hugged the man and through
The woman found an old rusty
tears said, “Thank you, God, for
coat hanger on the ground. She
sending me such a very nice
looked at it and said, “I don’t
man”.
know how to use this.”
The man heard her little prayer
She bowed her head and asked
and replied, “Lady I am not a nice
God to send her some help.
man. I just got out of prison
yesterday; I was in prison for car
Within five minutes an old
theft.”
motorcycle pulled up, driven by a
bearded man who was wearing
The woman hugged the man
an old biker skull rag. He got off his again, sobbing, “Oh thank you,
cycle and asked if he could help. God! You even sent me a
professional!”
She said, “Yes, my husband is sick.
I’ve locked my keys in my car.
4

WORSHIP INFORMATION
Sunday
June 6

Sunday
June 13

Sunday
June 20

Sunday
June 27

2nd Sunday
after Pentecost

3rd Sunday
after Pentecost

4thSunday
after Pentecost

5th Sunday
after Pentecost

Lector: Carol
Jarrett

Lector: Beth
Margraf

Lector:

Lector: Gracie
Chester

Hosts: Janet & Joe
Zirger

Hosts:

Hosts:

Hosts:

OTHER NEWS
June 6th will be the next drive-thru style
communion, beginning at 11:30.
Drive through the parking lot and down the
south side driveway.
Under the portico, you will receive the
sacrament, without leaving your car!
Exit via Melmore Street.

OUR VOLUNTEERS
JUNE LAWN CREW
June 3-Steve Livoti
June 10-Jim Ruess
June17-Rick & Deb Nominee
June 24-John Kobelt
Many THANKS to our loyal lawn crew!
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COUNCIL NEWS
God is among us!
We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.

Financial Report
Month ending
April 2021

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2021
This meeting was held by Zoom due to Covid-19.
Present: Pastor Bailey, Beth Margraf, Jane Fruth, Kim
Ames, Janet Zirger, Deb Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander,
Anna Wildman, Kelly Cook.
Absent: Shelley Ross
Devotions were given by Pastor.
Beth called the meeting to order.
Approve Agenda: Bonnie motioned to accept, Jane
seconded and the motion passed.
Approve March minutes: Kelly made a motion to accept,
Anna seconded and the motion passed.
Approve March financial report: Jane reported that
revenue is up slightly. Our preschool continues to be a
help to us. We have also received additional donations
from members that was greatly appreciated. Deb made a
motion to accept, Beth seconded and the motion passed.
Old Business:
- Pastor contacted Northcoast and they will come next
week to give an estimate for a new key system. Under the
new system only one key will be needed to unlock the
doors in the Preschool area.
At present the new security doors are locked on Sundays
making the diaper changing area and the handicapped
restroom unavailable to members. It was decided that
these doors will now be unlocked for Sunday service
only allowing members to use these areas.
Open slots on council: We are still searching for members
to fill Parish Ed, Stewardship and Evangelism
committees.

Month

YTD

Income
Church
Pre-School
Expenses
Church
Pre-School
Summary:

$14,704
$13,444
$28,148

$64,574
$41,025
$105,599

$23,803
$12,777
$36,580

$87,658
$34,128
$121,786

($8,432)

($16,187)

Transfer from Investments
to cover expenses $0

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online giving
page.

New Business:
Much discussion was given to
updating the Covid-19 policies that
are in place. New revisions will be
put into place as many members
are now vaccinated. Pastor
created a new chart that
corresponds with the colors
depicting the severity of the virus.
Within each color bar are rules for
conducting worship, large and
small group gatherings and use of
food and beverages. The chart will
be presented to the congregation
and to groups who wish to begin
(Continued on page 7)
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CONTINUED COUNCIL MINUTES
meeting at the church. Janet made a motion to
accept, Pastor seconded and the motion
passed.
Review of goals: It was decided that we will do
an outreach project for our preschool and after
-care students by providing each student with
a book as an end of the year gift. Pastor, Beth
and Jane will select books for each age group.
We will invite members to make a monetary
donation towards the project.
Rick Greene will do a presentation showing the
prioritized projects that need to be done on the
church grounds. The date of the program has
yet to be announced.

make scheduling easier for the committee and
the families.
Childhood Ministry: The playground is in
desperate need of mulch. Approximately two
truck loads of double cut mulch is needed. Beth
and Deb will contact area landscapers and
businesses for quotes.
Next meeting: Monday, May 24th in-person at
6:30.
Motion to Adjourn: Deb made a motion to
adjourn, Janet seconded, the motion passed.

Pastor’s Report:
Respectively submitted,
Pastor reported the death of a long time member, Kim Ames and Janet Zirger, Co-Secretaries
Kay Buckner. Pastor wanted to recognize her
for the many years of dedicated service to our
church and also as a former member of this
church council.
He continues to work with the Homeless
Ella Hoover - Graduated from Mohawk High School.
Ella will attend Heidelberg University majoring in
coalition/community project along with other
accounting and criminology with the goal of
area churches.
becoming a forensic accountant.
He is preparing four of our youth for Confirmation
Gavan John Reis Kelly– Graduated from Mohawk
which will take place on May 23rd.
High School/ Sentinel Vocational Center and has

Congratulations to our Graduates:

Committee Reports:
Finance: see report above.
Social Ministry: A baked potato lunch took place
on Sunday, April 18. It was planned and served
by our youth using a drive-thru style due to
Covid. Nearly 60 lunches were served and $517
was raised to go toward attending the national
youth conference.
Worship and Music: We will begin to add
acolytes back into our service. Training is taking
place for new youth. It was suggested that
putting Readers on a rotating schedule might

credentials in Welding and Fabrication. He will be
entering the local workforce.
Anna Stephey– Graduated from Tiffin Columbian
High School. Anna will attend Miami University and is
accepted into their School of Nursing. She plans to
become a Certified Nurse Midwife.
Chet Margraf– Graduated Summa Cum Laude with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering
from Ohio Northern University. Chet is working as a
deputy civil engineer for Wyandot County.
Amanda Wildman– Graduated with honors with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Fashion Design from Kent State
University. Amanda is currently employed at Threads
and also coordinates their social media.
Kayla Lauren Reis-Kelly— Graduated from Ohio
Northern University College of Law with her
Juris Doctor and plans to practice law in a general
setting in Upper Sandusky.
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1

2
6:30

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

W&M
mtg

7:30p NA
Group

6 2nd Sunday 7
after Pentecost
10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
11:30 Drive thru
communion

8
Office Closed

13 3rd Sunday 14
after Pentecost
10:00aWorship via
Live stream, radio or
in-person

Office Closed

4:00p Preschool
Board
Mtg

15

9
9:00a Piece
Corp
7:30p NA
Group

16

SCROLL INFO
DUE TODAY

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

3:30
6:00 Rehearsal
Ward/Johnson
7:30p NA
wedding
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed

7:30p NA
Group

Officiant: Paul Stark

PASTOR ON VACATION
20 4th Sunday
after
Pentecost

21
Office Closed

22

23
7:30p NA
Group

10:00a Worship via
Live stream, radio or
in-person
Officiant: Dave
Westphal

27 5th Sunday
after Pentecost
10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person

24

1:00p
West Ohio
Food Bank

25

26

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

PASTOR VACATION/CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENT
29
30
28
Office Closed

7:30p NA
Group
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The Confirmation Class
of 2021, with and without masks.
Pictured left to right:
Pastor Bailey
Andrew Bailey
Chloe Orians
Zaine Reis
Andrew Fay
Many thanks to Don
and Judy May for once
again making and
donating the wooden
crosses with inlaid
doves. These works of
art are an beautiful
momento of
Confirmation.
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323
Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin
CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
PRESIDENT
Beth Margraf
WORSHIP & MUSIC
VICE PRESIDENT
Shelley Ross
PARISH ED
CO-SECRETARIES
Janet Zirger/Kim Ames
EVANGELISM
TREASURER
Jane Fruth
PROPERTY
CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander
STEWARDSHIP
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Deb Nominee

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey
Ruth Scott
Curtis L. King
John Bailey
Haley Welter

Pastor
Tel. 567.938.6077
Secretary
Director of Music
Janitors

Anna Wildman
(vacant)
(vacant)
Kelly Cook
(vacant)

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
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