First Lutheran
Church

300 Melmore Street

Tiffin, Ohio

“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

As I sit to write my May newsletter
article, I do so while gazing outside
my office window only to take in
the five inches of snow that has
fallen upon us! It’s hard to believe
that this is the second snow fall we
had in April. If we dust off our
memories, we may recall that it
snowed on Good Friday, April 1st as
if to serve as a kind reminder of
God’s Holy Humor on April Fool’s
Day. Granted snow is expected in
April, with trace amounts from time
to time. However, as I gaze out on
to today’s snow, I am reminded of
the true transformation of Easter
that God has given to us.

See as I look out the window, yes, I
see snow, but I also see the
blossoms of spring everywhere
underneath! Trees aren’t just
white. They are flowered with pink
dusted in white! There is an
abundance of new life blooming
around us! This odd accumulation
of snow in late April reminds me of
the new resurrected life that Jesus
is giving to us. For through the
cross and open tomb, we are
gifted the promise of new life that
might be as beautiful as today. For
in Christ, we in our own time and
place, in our dying breath will die
only to be changed. Changed in
a moment. Changed in the
As we celebrate the blessings of
twinkling of an eye. In that
this Easter Season, we continue to moment, we will be dressed in
tell the story of the good news of
robes of white purer than snow. In
Jesus Christ. We are reminded
that moment, we will blossom forth
again and again that at early
with the new life that God has
dawn an angel appeared at the
poured out upon us. In that
tomb in dazzling white as he spoke moment, we may be
with Mary and the other women.
unrecognizable, and it will be
“He is not here, he is alive.” We
beautiful. For this is the moment
hear that Jesus appeared before
that is promised to us in the
the disciples in all of his resurrection resurrection.
glory. We hear that Jesus was
unrecognizable, even by those
So perhaps, even as we all long for
who had known him so well, until
warmer weather, and for winter to
he spoke and their eyes, heart,
finally be done and gone, we
and mind were opened.
should savor the images of this
morning. Son shine, blankets and
Perhaps we could liken it to Jesus
robes of white, and blossoms of
being blanketed in snow! Yet here new life everywhere!
is an even better image . . .
perhaps we could liken it to Jesus
Blessings as we continue to
being blanketed in a spring snow.
celebrate the new life of Easter!

Join us for worship:
Broadcast live on 93.3 FM
or 1600 AM and on
Facebook Live
(firstlutherantiffin)
We are offering worship inperson with precautions

Drive-Thru Communion
Beginning at noon
(so Pastor can meet with Confirmation kids)

May 24th 6:30 p.m.

Every Sunday at 11 a.m.
May 2,9,16

Thursday, May 27th
Volunteers report by 12:30 p.m.
Distribution begins at 1:00 p.m.
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What a beautiful ,
snowy April 21st view
of the front of First
Lutheran!

YOUTH
Confirmation Classes
Resume!

Worship and Music would like to extend a heartfelt
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in Holy
Week services as a Lector, Host,
Acolyte, Musician, Officiant, Videographer, or Slide
show operator.

THANK
YOU

Our 6, 7, 8 grade youth
you are reminded that
we will be gathering for
class every week following worship and we
will wrap each class up
by noon. Classes will
continue through most
of May as we get ready
to celebrate Pentecost
and the confirmation of
our 8th Graders on May
23. Together we look forward to learning and
growing our life of faith!

Thanks also go to the crew of volunteers who erected
and draped the cross on the front lawn and in the
Nave, and to those who changed paraments, placed,
lit, extinguished and replaced candles, counted and
bagged communion cups, arranged lilies and
decorated the Nave for Easter worship.
Baked Potato Lunch!
A special Thank You to everyone who dedicated
Easter Lilies in honor or memory of loved ones. The lilies
and other spring flowers added beauty to the Nave for
Easter worship.
It takes a village to make everything work, and we are
fortunate to have such a willing and faithful family here
at First. Blessings to all who contributed in any way
toward making Lenten/Easter season
2021 so special.

On behalf of our High School Youth, many thanks for
your generous support of our Mobile Baked Potato
Lunch on Sunday April 11. Our youth served up 60
yummy potatoes in a variety of styles to fit any appetite. You were very generosity and your gifts combined for a $517 donation toward 2022 National
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. Thank you in advance for your prayerful support of our youth.

EASTER
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West Ohio Food Bank
May 27th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help feed
Seneca County. Distribution begins at 1:00. Volunteers are welcome
anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know that the line
starts forming around 10 a.m. Feel free to come early, as supplies are
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Many thanks to our faithful volunteers!
HELP
Please prayerfully consider joining an Ad Hoc team that is being formed to
prioritize the maintenance needs at our church. This single purpose team
will look at the maintenance needs of our church, obtain general quotations
to complete the projects and to send to council
a list of the most needed projects.
Thanks for your consideration,
Rick Greene

On April 21, Council updated our response to Covid-19. You should
receive an email providing all the details, however this should provide
an outline of pertinent information. Thank you for your understanding
and cooperation as we try to keep EVERYONE at First safe and healthy!
If Seneca County is RED, we will worship and have large groups with
social distancing and masks properly worn .
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Bev Wheatley

2

Deb Crerar

3

McClain Meyer
Julia Wildman
Missy Woessner

4

Hemant Bhagat
Michael Hampshire

6

Jack Myers

8

Bobby English

•

For groups of 10 or less: Masks and social distance are encouraged.

10

Pete Myers

•

Large groups: limited to beverages. Small groups can have light
snacks and beverages.

12

Paula Guisinger

13

Jamie Lodermeier-Fay

15

Lori Hampshire

16

Jamie Swope

If Seneca County returns to ORANGE, worship will be open with masks
and social distancing.
•

For groups of 10 or less: Masks and distancing are encouraged.

•

Large groups: limited to beverages. Small groups can have light
snacks and beverages.

When we get to Yellow we will be open, and wearing masks will be
encouraged. Both large and small groups will be free to share light
snacks and beverages.

Karen Swope
18

Gracie Chester

19

Jean Covert

20

Lincoln Blott
William Hertzer
Diane Reser

21

June Cole

29

Robyn Cook

31

Brent Phares
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and "In The Garden". They have
focused on the colors black and white,
the oval shape and the letter "E". The
classes had an Easter egg hunt and
were excited to find Easter treats in
their classroom when returning from
their egg hunt. The children all
enjoyed ice cream sundaes, with
crushed Oreos, chocolate syrup and
whipped topping to re-enforce the
colors black and white.
Greetings from Childhood
Ministries! We have all been very
busy in We have been enjoying the
warmer weather and outdoor
play, However, we currently have a
nice layer of snow covering the grass.
The children seem to like it much more
than the adults!
Our Pre Three classes have been
learning about "Down On the Farm",
"Caterpillars and Butterflies", "Bugs"

Our Pre Four/Five classes have been
busy with Easter activities, Letter/
Shape review, Letter "W" (worms),
Letter "X" (x-ray) and Letter Y (yoyo). Before Easter, the children made
Easter baskets and were surprised to
find them full of candy after coming in
from outside play. Our preschool
classes all enjoyed Spring Break with
their families. The children always look
forward to their monthly video from

Ms. Angie from the Tiffin-Seneca
Public Library, too.
Our Extended Care children have
been busy doing spring-related art
activities and enjoying more time
outdoors. On Maundy Thursday, we
made "Bunny Bags", colored eggs and
played BINGO. Some of our Extended
Care families enjoyed a shorter Spring
Break than our preschool classes, but
still were able to enjoy a long weekend
with their families.
Thank you to those who have
supported our programs in any
way. We appreciate all you do for us
Sincerely,

Jane Frederick,
Director of Childhood Ministries

And God
promised
that good
and
obedient
wives would
be found in
all corners of
the world.
Then He
made the
earth
round…

and laughed
and laughed
and
laughed...
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Sunday
May 2

Sunday
May 9

Sunday
May 16

Sunday
May 23

Sunday
May 30

5th Sunday of
Easter

6th Sunday of
Easter

Ascension
Sunday

Pentecost and
Confirmation

Holy Trinity
Sunday

Lector: Beth
Margraf

Lector: Melissa
Chester

Lector: Carol
Jarrett

Lector: Gracie
Chester

Lector:

Hosts:

Hosts:

Host: Nominee
Family

Host: Beth&Jack
Myers

Hosts:

Crucifer: Garrett
Chester
Banner: Michael
Ross
Book: Jack Fay

May 2nd will be the next drive-thru style
communion, beginning at noon.*
Drive through the parking lot and down the
south side driveway.
Under the portico, you will receive the
sacrament, without leaving your car!
Exit via Melmore Street.
* Please note the time change due to Pastor teaching
confirmation.

MAY LAWN CREW
May 6-John Kobelt
May 13-Pete Myers
May 20-Shawn Vallery
May 27-Steve Livoti
Many THANKS to our loyal lawn crew!
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God is among us!
We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.

Financial Report
Month ending
March 2021

March 18, 2021
Council Meeting
This meeting was held by Zoom due to covid-19.

Income

Present: Pastor Bailey, Beth Margraf, Shelley Ross, Jane Fruth, Kim
Ames, Janet Zirger, Deb Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander, Anna
Wildman.

Church
Pre-School

Absent: Kelly Cook

Expenses
Church
Pre-School

Beth called the meeting to order.

Approve Agenda: room request was added to agenda. Shelley
motioned to acThis meeting was held via Zoom due to Covid19.
Present: Pastor Bailey, Beth Margraf, Shelley Ross, Jane Fruth,
Janet Zirger, Deb Nominee,
Bonnie Oberlander, Kelly Cook.
Absent: Kim Ames, Anna Wildman

Beth called the meeting to order.
Pastor opened the meeting with devotions.
Approve Agenda: room request was added to agenda. Bonnie
motioned to accept, Jane seconded and the motion passed.
Approve February minutes: Deb made a motion to accept,
Shelley seconded and the motion passed.
Approve February financial report: Jane reported that we are a
little ahead in our current offering. Income from the Preschool
continues to be a plus for us. Shelley motioned to accept the
report, Janet seconded and the motion passed.
Old Business:
Adopt the Annual Meeting minutes: Deb made a motion to
accept the minutes, Jane seconded and the motion passed.
Preschool doors: The doors are now installed. We need to rekey the doors in the Preschool wing. Pastor will contact North
Coast Security. They have previously done work for the
church.
Pancake dinner: The original dinner was cancelled due to a
snowstorm. It was rescheduled and took place on Fat
Tuesday, February 21st. Approximately 50 dinners were

Summary:

Month

YTD

$15,241
$9,845
$25,086

$49,870
$27,581
$77,451

$27,035
$8,451
$35,486

$63,855
$21,351
$85,206

($10,400)

$7,755

Transfer from Investments
to cover expenses $0

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online giving
page.

served. $732 was donated to the
youth through a free will offering.
Holy Week Update: Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, Palm Sunday and
Easter services are planned. Nearly
50% of the seats for Easter have
been reserved.
Pastor will contact families of children
who are age-appropriate to remind
them that classes for First
Communion are beginning.
Open slots on Council: We are still in
need of members to head
Stewardship, Evangelism, and Parish
Education committees.
Review Goals:
(Continued on page 7)
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1) FLC will increase the amount of
engagement from the congregation by reactivating
normal church activities by 2 events a month. To
date: 1) Women’s Bible Study group has resumed. 2)
First Communion classes will begin.
2) FLC will comprise a list of at least 5
prioritized necessary maintenance projects for the
church building by July 1. This will be take place by:
1) the creation of a committee that will meet and
develop a list 2) bring the list to council 3) council
will prioritize and get bids.
New Business:
Room request: The Seneca County Board of
Elections has requested the use of the Fellowship
Hall for the May election. All present were in favor
of allowing the use of the hall for this purpose.
Committee Reports:
Finance: Financial statements have been mailed to
members.

After school care will be provided Thursday and
Tuesday if parents are interested.
Summer/Fall registration begins March 22 for FLC
members.
Renewal for 1st star was granted.
Property: New members would be welcome.
Worship and Music: No report
Social Ministry: A drive thru Baked Potato Bar is
being organized. It is scheduled for April 11th from
11:30-12:30 with a free will offering.
Next meeting: April 21st at 6:30. Executive Council
will be Monday, April 19th at 6:30.
Motion to adjourn: Pastor made a motion to adjourn,
Shelley seconded it and the motion passed.
Respectfully submitted,

Janet Zirger

Childhood Ministry: This year the spring program will
Council Secretary
only be for the four year old class. The three year old
class will find a different way to celebrate the end of
the school year. Preschool is asking to use the Nave
on May 19 for up to 120 people (room capacity during
Covid), with restrictions. Ushers will be provided to
help with seating. It will also be shown either on
Facebook live or streamed for later viewing. There
will not be a social time afterwards.
Preschool teachers are required to use two
evaluation materials. Teaching Strategies Gold (TSG)
and Ages and Stages Questionnaires for every
student. For the TSG evaluation, teachers need to
record all progress on a tablet. Jane should also have
a tablet and as we approach the new attendance
system, a tablet is needed for that. This is a total of
four tablets. There is money in the preschool budget
for part or all of this as prices are being determined.

Congratulation to the newly baptized
Bennett Scott Widman and his parents,
Amanda and Scott.
Bennett was baptized during worship
on April 18th.

Lifetouch took school pictures.
Preschool spring break will be April 1-6.
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1

2 5th Sunday of 3
Easter
Office Closed

4

10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
11:00a Confirmation
Communion

4:00 Pre-school
Voting at First
Board Mtg
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10

6th Sunday
of Easter

10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
11:00a Confirmation
Class

16 Ascension
Sunday

10:00aWorship via
Live stream, radio
or in-person
11:00a Confirmation
Class

23 Pentecost
Sunday
10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
Wear RED

30 Holy Trinity
Sunday

10:00a Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person

6:30p Women’s
Bible Study

Office Closed
6:30p Women’s
Bible Study

17
Office Closed
6:30p Exec Mtg
via Zoom
6:30p Women’s
Bible Study

24
Office Closed
6:30p Women’s
Bible Study
Council
Mtg

31

Office Closed

11
4:00p Preschool
Board
Mtg

18
SCROLL INFO
DUE TODAY

25

5
6:30

6

7

W&M
mtg

7:30p NA
Group

7:30p NA
Group

12

8

Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

13

7:30p NA
Group

14

15

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

19
6:30p Preschool
Spring
Program
7:30p NA
Group

26
7:30p NA
Group

20
LIFELINE @ FIRST

27
1:00p
West Ohio
Food Bank

21

22

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

28

29

7:30p NA
Group
Office Closed
Pastor’s Day
Off

LifeLine will be conducting health screenings in our Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, May 20th. If you would like further information, flyers can be
found in the lobby, and near all entrances to First Lutheran.
You can also get information online: lifelinescreening.com
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If you were unable to
worship at First Lutheran
in-person in April,
here are some things you
many have missed.
Left: This is the
face of Bennett
Scott Widman,
who was
baptized into
the Family at
First Lutheran
on April 18th.

MEANWHILE...behind the scenes at the Baked Potato Lunch...
: The order crew.

Below: The delivery crew.

Above: The masked kitchen crew of Gracie &
Melissa, Jamie, Wendy and Deb.

The Youth
Group says:

Above: Hungry, hungry helpers enjoying
their lunch after all cars were served!
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300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323
Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin
CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
PRESIDENT
Beth Margraf
WORSHIP & MUSIC
VICE PRESIDENT
Shelley Ross
PARISH ED
CO-SECRETARIES
Janet Zirger/Kim Ames
EVANGELISM
TREASURER
Jane Fruth
PROPERTY
CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander
STEWARDSHIP
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Deb Nominee

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey
Ruth Scott
Curtis L. King
John Bailey
Haley Welter

Pastor
Tel. 567.938.6077
Secretary
Director of Music
Janitors

Anna Wildman
(vacant)
(vacant)
Kelly Cook
(vacant)

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
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