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“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
The Season of Lent is here! As this
season of repentance and renewal
began, we heard these words in
the heart of our Ash Wednesday
service:
“We begin this holy season by
acknowledging our need for
repentance and for God’s mercy.
We are created to experience joy
in communion with God, to love
one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our
sinful rebellion separates us from
God, our neighbors, and creation
so that we do not enjoy the life
our creator intended.”
(ELW, Initiation to Lent)

many individuals/families have you
called “neighbor”?
The greater question is how many
of those have left a lasting impact
on you? Maybe we could ask
ourselves how many names do you
recall? Sadly, I don’t recall many.
Even more unfortunate is the
number of individuals/families that I
have lived next to yet never knew
their name. Proves I have work to
do! And if I do, then we all do!

I would encourage you in the
Season of Lent to take some time
to get to know your neighbor. As I
say that, I would like to remind you
that “neighbor” is defined in terms
Together, along with pondering the much greater than those who may
mystery of the Cross, we will reflect be living next to you. Certainly, our
on the question “who is my
neighbors are those who live
neighbor?” Together we will realize across the street and next door to
that the definition of “neighbor” is
us.
much greater that we could ever
Yet, at the same time, our
imagine.
neighbors are those we come into
contact with everywhere we go.
I recently pulled out a pen and
As Mr. Rogers used to remind us in
some paper to chart out how
his song:
many neighbors I have had. I say
“chart out” quite literally, as I’ve
Oh, who are the people
called ten different places home,
in your neighborhood?
not including college apartments
In your neighborhood?
and dorms. (Yes, I know we’ve
Say, who are the people
moved a lot.) I was amazed at
in your neighborhood?
how many individuals/families I
The people that you
could call my “neighbor” in my
meet each day.
span of life. All told, there are 49
We are surrounded by neighbors.
that I can think of. Throw in a few
Neighbors of different colors.
roomies from college and the
number grows! I wonder how
(Continued on page 2)

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE

Sunday Worship:
10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
Broadcast live on 93.3 FM
or 1600 AM and livestream
on Facebook
firstlutherantiffin
We are offering worship inperson with precautions

Drive-Thru Communion:
March 7th11:30-12:30

Council Meeting:
Zoom Mtg
March 18th 6:30 p.m.

First Communion Class
March 14, 21,28
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(Continued from page 1)

Neighbors of different creeds. Neighbors with different jobs. Neighbors with different stories. Gratefully we are
not all the same! The only similarity we have is that we are all bound to sin and have fallen short of the glory of
God.
Still, we are loved as people in God’s neighborhood. Loved as equals, despite our story, despite our past,
despite our color, despite all of our differences. We are loved as equals, all of whom are welcomed into the
glorious company in the neighborhood of heaven.
Would you be my neighbor!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrating Easter
Together we celebrate the glories of
the Resurrection on Sunday:

April 4, at 10:00 a.m.

Due to Covid-19,
Easter will be treated much
like Christmas Eve with
seating available by
advance reservation only.
Tickets are free
and can be reserved by
contacting the church office.

Wednesday’s in Lent:
In place of our traditional Midweek Lenten Service,
you and your family are invited to join Pastor Bailey
in the chapel for a time of prayer and individual
communion. The chapel will be open from 2 – 4
and from 5:30 – 7:30. No appointments are
necessary.
First Communion Youth
“This is my Body. This is
my Blood!” Together all
youth who have not yet
received their first
communion are
welcome to join Pastor
Bailey following worship as we prepare to gather
around the Table of Holy Communion. Classes will
take place following worship on Sunday March 14,
21, and 28 in the Dietz Room. Our service for First
Communion will be on Maundy Thursday, April 1 at
7 p.m. If you have any questions please contact
the Church Office.
Confirmation Youth
Save the dates. We will resume classes after Easter,
and we will meet each week until the day of
confirmation. Save the dates for every Sunday in
April and May, as we look forward to learning and
growing together.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Construction Update
The frame and new doors are hung in the Pre-School
Hall.

The remainder of the hardware should be installed in the
near future. This is a great improvement for our little ones. Many thanks for all of your generosity is helping to
realize this part of our improvements to First Lutheran.

Thank You
On behalf of our Youth, many thanks for your support of our Annual Pancake Brunch. While the weather did
not cooperate for our Fat Tuesday meal, we had a good turn out and many pancakes were flipped on the
First Sunday in Lent. Together your generosity helped to total just shy of $750 towards our Youth Ministry, and
all of our supplies were donated by Thrivent Financial. Wow, what a success!
Thank you for all of your support!

Above: Part of our awesome prep and packaging crew. Special thanks to all
the youth, parents and grandparents who came out to help.
Right: Our delivery guys who are always up for any challenge
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
West Ohio Food Bank
March 25th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help feed
Seneca County. Distribution begins at 1:00. Volunteers are welcome
anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know that the line
starts forming around 10 a.m. Feel free to come early, as supplies are
on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers!
We will be offering in-person
worship, with masks and
precautions in terms of distanced
seating and fellowship.
We will continue to offer worship
via WTTF 93.3FM and 1600AM
and Facebook Live.

1
2
3

5
6
7
8
11

14

15

If you would like to order an Easter Lily to help beautify the Nave for
Easter, you may do so using the Easter Lily envelopes provided in the
lobby area or in the Church Office. Lily envelopes will be available
beginning Sunday, March7th. Each lily will be $10.
Completed envelopes may be brought to the Church Office.
All designations must be received by March 30th if you wish your name
and dedication to be included in the list of those who gave lilies.

20
22
24
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31

Caden Groves
Evelyn Cole
Kenny Thomasson
Wendy Bailey
Andrea Cleveland
Mary Hoyda
Pat Digby
Joan Ruffing
Wendy Demith
Michaela Griffin
Jace Margraf
Kael Margraf
Ginny Bowers
Kelly Cook
Tori Lee
Sally Moffett
Ken Zeop
Carlo Adams
Tyler Dunbar
Brenda Matter
Colby Fay
Kai Hoyda
Vicki Ryman
Andrea Eckelberry
Morgan Schulz
Barb Vogel
Jack Fay
Krew Stephens
Richard Ellinger
Emma Hall
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GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
Our Pre Four/Five classes have been
learning about letters "P" (Penguins),
"B" (Bugs), "R" (Rhyming) and
"K" (Kangaroo). The classes enjoyed
Pajama Day, Valentine's Day parties
and picture day. They also enjoyed a
video of Ms. Angie (from Tiffin-Seneca
Public Library) reading stories.

As always, thanks to all of you who
support our programs in any way,
large or small, it is appreciated!
P.S. We are still in need of scrap
paper, if any one has any to donate!

Sincerely,
Our Extended Care children have
Jane Frederick,
been doing holiday/seasonal related
Greetings from Childhood
crafts and activities. The children all
Ministries! We have all been very
Director of Childhood Ministries
enjoy going to the gym (Fellowship
busy during the month of February.
Hall), especially this time of year! It is
The preschool classes had a very
busy schedule, with a "Level 3" forcing so nice for them to be able to run and
get rid of some of that energy that they
us all to take a break and extend
all seem to have, as the temperatures
President's Day weekend! All of the
Preschool classes/teachers have also and piles of snow have not allowed for
much outdoor play!
been working on evaluations for
We did close the Extended Care the
upcoming Parent-Teacher
day after President's Day, because of
conferences.
the Level 3.
Our Pre Three classes have been
learning about Pets, Valentine's Day,
Dental Health, and Transportation.
The classes also focused on the color
pink, the heart shape and the letter
"H". The children all enjoyed a
Valentine's Party and had individual
and class pictures taken.

Holy
Humor

Special thanks to Ruth for baking/
decorating cupcakes for the Extended
Care children. They were delicious
and much appreciated! Also, I would
like to thank the snow removal crew
for keeping the sidewalks clean! This
has been an especially big job
lately! It is really appreciated when
we walk students to and from Krout
and we are able to walk safely on the
sidewalks!

A little boy, in church for the first time,
watched as the ushers passed around
the offering plates.
When they came near his pew, the boy
said loudly, “Don’t pay for me, Daddy.
I’m under five.”

“As I get older, I find I do
not trust anyone who lacks
a sense of humor. Laughter
is both human and
humane, an essential tool
to help us cross the
distance to God.”
Peter W. Marty
Publisher, Christian Century

What a Blooper!
Joyful News, consulting editor Howard
R. Macy was a visiting minister on a
Sunday morning but, although curious,
couldn’t stay to see what the
congregation was planning for that
evening. The printed bulletin
announced a “Sinspiration.”
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WORSHIP INFORMATION

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Thursday

March 7

March 14

March 21

March 28

April 1

3 Lent

4 Lent

5 Lent

Palm Sunday

Maundy
Thursday

Lector: Shelley
Ross

Lector: Gracie
Chester

Lector: Melissa
Chester

Lector: Beth
Margraf

Lector: Chet
Margraf

Hosts: Ross
Family

Hosts: Janet &
Joe Zirger

Host: Deb
Hohman

Hosts: Nominee
Family

Hosts: Beth &
Jack Myers

OTHER NEWS
March 7th will be the next drive-thru style
communion, from 11:30-12:30, following worship.
Drive through the parking lot and down the
south side driveway.
Under the portico, you will receive the
sacrament, without leaving your car!
Exit via Melmore Street.
COMMUNION

OUR VOLUNTEERS
MARCH SNOW CREW
February 27-March 5 John Kobelt
March 6-12 Bob Fruth
March 13-19 Shawn Vallery
March 20-26 Jim Ruess
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COUNCIL NEWS
God is among us!
We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.

Financial Report
Month ending
January 2020

January 21, 2021
This meeting was held by Zoom due to Covid-19.
Present: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Jane Fruth, Anna Widman,
Janet Zirger, Bonnie Oberlander, Deb Nominee and Linda
Ellinger.
Absent: Kelly Reis-Kelly and Amy Mills and Kelly Cook
Pastor opened with a prayer.
Rick called the meeting to order and declared a quorum.
Agenda: Rick added a few points to the agenda, Jane moved to
accept the new agenda, Deb seconded, and the motion passed.
Secretary’s Report: Rick corrected a misspelled name. Bonnie
moved to accept the report, with a second from Anna. The
motion passed.
Financial Report: Jane reported that we ended the year $26 in
the black. The congregation has been very generous during the
Pandemic. No funds from the Investment fund were moved to
the general operating fund for 2020. In general, the pre-school
was in a positive position even though it was also affected by the
Pandemic. She estimates that we may have to move $30,000
from the Investment Fund this next year to complete the door
project. That may be less depending upon what donations are
received for the project. Linda moved to accept the Treasurer’s
report, Bonnie seconded, and the motion passed.
Old Business: 1. The nominating committee has presented the
following slate of officers:
President
Beth Margraf
Vice President
Shelley Ross
Co-Secretary
Kim Ames (with Janet Zirger)
Deb Nominee will begin her second three-year term as a member
of council. Jane moved to accept the slate, Deb seconded, and
the motion passed.
2. Phase I of the renovation for the preschool.
Rick talked with Jeff Hohman – he is waiting for the wood door
to arrive. Once it arrives, he will do both doors at one time to
minimize the disruption to the pre-school and the church.
3. Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday January 31st immediately after the service. It was
decided to hold a service in the church despite the Red
designation for Seneca County. Both the service and the
meeting will be broadcast on Facebook, however, those

Month

YTD

Income
Parish
C.M.
Expenses
Parish
C.M.

$21,043
$9,837
$30,880

$$$-

$21,206
$5,203
$26,409

$$$-

Total Income
Less Expenses: $4,471

Transfer from Investments
to cover expenses $0

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online giving
page.

watching on Facebook will have no
input and no vote. We will use cards to
vote and all precautions that were used
for the Christmas Eve Service will in in
place. Pastor will circulate with a
microphone for concerns or input.
Pastor moved, and Linda seconded to
handle the Congregational Meeting in
this manner. The motion passed. Pastor
also mentioned that the required post
cards to inform the congregation of the
meeting were sent and several had been
received at the time of the meeting.
New Business: 1. Life Screening has
Continued on page 8
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CONTINUED COUNCIL MINUTES
Social Ministry: Deb thanked Rick and Diane Greene
for taking care of the mitten/hat tree this year.
requested to use the Fellowship Hall on May 20 .
They will be responsible for the sanitizing of the area Fundraiser for the Youth: Deb reported that plans are
and there will be not cross contamination of the area being considered for a Drive-thru Pancake Dinner to
th
that the Pre School uses. Jane moved to allow the use be held on February 16 , (Fat Tuesday) from 5 - 6:30
PM, with a free will offering. They are also
of the Fellowship Hall. Anna seconded and the
discussing having a Loaded Baked Potato Supper
motion passed.
2. Room Use request for Narcotics later. Deb moved to proceed with the plans for the
Pancake Dinner. Pastor seconded and the motion
Anonymous. NA usually meets at the Presbyterian
passed.
Church, but NA cannot use the room for several
Pastor’s Report: Pastor is a member of the Council on
months as there is to be asbestos remediation of the
Homelessness in Tiffin. They recently gave a
area. Their Pastor contacted ours to see if we would
be willing to allow the use. There could be up to 30 presentation to City Council and were pleased to
know that Council members were willing to
people present and they will sanitize the room once
done, again with no cross-contamination as in number acknowledge that there is a concern in Tiffin and that
1 above. Jane moved and Pastor seconded a motion there is the possibility of some funding for the city.
to allow NA to use our facility until the Presbyterian The Council on Homelessness is currently looking for
facilities.
Church can once again host them. The motion
Lent – It has been decided that there will be no
passed.
3. Funding The Way. The Synod is Wednesday evening service during Lent except for
the Ash Wednesday service mentioned above.
sponsoring an appeal for funds that will provide
grants and assistance in this time of need. Discussion
concerning First’s financial situation followed and it Nominating Committee for 2022
Rick Greene, Linda Ellinger, Kelly Reis-Kelly and
was decided that the Church itself will not donate,
however, Pastor will include information in March’s Mark Stephens were presented as the nominating
committee. Jane moved to accept the names, Deb
newsletter so that individuals who wish can make a
seconded, and the motion passed.
donation.
Rick then gave some comments as the outgoing
Committee Reports:
Childhood Ministries: There was no meeting this past President. He is hopeful that the next council can
accomplish several items that this council was unable
month so there was no report. Pastor did express
to complete – specifically, the prioritization and
concern about the possibility of the minimum wage
estimation of costs for the physical needs of the
being raised to $15.00 per hour. His initial
church building, plus bringing our constitution into
calculations suggest that it could cost the church
alignment with the Synod’s recommendations.
approximately $30,000 more in wages.
Next Meeting: Tentatively, February 18th, with the
Worship and Music: W & M has requested that the
Ash Wednesday service (February 17th at 7:00 PM) time to be announced.
Rick asked for a motion to adjourn. Bonnie moved,
be held in person, with same precautions as the
Christmas Eve service, without requiring reservations. Deb seconded, and the motion passed.
Pastor will come to each participant to administer the Pastor ended the meeting with a prayer.
ashes. Deb moved to approve this request, seconded Respectively Submitted,
by Anna. The motion passed.
Linda Ellinger
Janet Zirger
Continued from page 7
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323
Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin
CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
PRESIDENT
Beth Margraf
WORSHIP & MUSIC
VICE PRESIDENT
Shelley Ross
PARISH ED
CO-SECRETARIES
Janet Zirger/Kim Ames
EVANGELISM
TREASURER
Jane Fruth
PROPERTY
CHILDHOOD MINISTRY Bonnie Oberlander
STEWARDSHIP
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Deb Nominee

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey
Ruth Scott
Curtis L. King
John Bailey
Haley Welter

Pastor
Tel. 567.938.6077
Secretary
Director of Music
Janitors

Anna Wildman
(vacant)
(vacant)
Kelly Cook
(vacant)

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
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