First Sunday of
Christmas 12-27-2020
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Prelude

Triptych on Blantyre
That Boy-Child of Mary
I. Sesquialtera
Kristina Langlois
II. Hautbois
Aaron David Miller
III. Simply
Ronald A. Nelson

The Greeting
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!

C:

And also with you!

Christmas Litany
P:

The people who walk in darkness, have seen a great light.

C:

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

P:

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has
shined.

C:

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father.

P:

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

C:

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.
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That Boy-Child of Mary
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Prayer of the Day
P:

Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of
human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy,
let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

A Reading from Isaiah 61:10—62:3
R:

A reading from Isaiah the 61st chapter.
10

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
62:1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
4

3

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

R:

The Word of the Lord!

C:

Thanks be to God!

A Reading from Galatians 4:4-7
R:

A reading from Galatians the 4th chapter:
4

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
R:

The Word of the Lord!

C:

Thanks be to God!
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Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel

Luke 2:22-40

P:

This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter.

C:

Glory to you, O Lord.
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22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 5Now there
was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying,
29
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his
mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce
your own soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her
husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came,
7

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When they had finished everything required by the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of
God was upon him.
P:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!

C:

Praise to you, O Christ!
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Sermon

Pastor Clayton J. Bailey

What Child is This
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Prayers for the People
P:
C:

Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God’s people on earth.

P:

Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth
and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

C:
P:
C:

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this
day.

P:

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word
made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may
bear your light to all the world.
Amen.

C:

Organ Meditation

Matthew H. Corl

O Holy Night

Lord’s Prayer
P:
C:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
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Blessing
P:

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the
determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and
forever.
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Good Christian Friends

Dismissal
P:

We go in peace. For Christ is with us!

C:

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Johann Sebastian Bach
In Dulci Jubilo, S.608
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Many thanks to our Cantor,
Victor Welsch.
THANK YOU to Gracie Chester for serving as today’s Lector.

We are still accepting Thanksoffering gifts.
They can be mailed or brought to the Church Office.
Please note that it has been decided that the date of
the Annual Congregational Meeting will be moved to
January 31st. Hopefully, by that time, we may be
back to an orange level.

Many Thanks to Wendy and John Bailey for their faithful service
as our camera/Facebook Live and slideshow technicians. Thanks
also to all who serve as Lectors, Hosts, and stand-by technicians
for our worship
services.

Drive-Thru Communion will take
place NEXT SUNDAY, January 3rdbeginning at 11:30 and continuing for
one hour.

COMMUNION

Please enter from the parking lot and
drive into the south side driveway.
Stop under the portico to receive the
sacrament.
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Poinsettia Dedications

Bonnie & Mike Oberlander in loving memory of Bonnie’s parents,
Wayne & Mary Shaferly.

Beth & Jack Myers in loving memory of our parents.
Jan & Blake Grangaard in honor of their Grandchildren.
Pat Rathburn and Family in loving memory of Hugh Rathburn.
Vera & Harry Smith in honor of their Grandchildren.
Deb & Dick Hohman and Family in loving memory of
Paul, Kathleen, Sharon & Tommy Winters.

Deb & Dick Hohman in loving memory of Phil & Ruth Boyer.
Judy & Don May in honor of our Children and Grandchildren.
Cheryl Staib-Lewis in honor of those who have kept the church and
pre-school safe and clean for everyone.

Jennifer Binkley in honor of Richard & Diane Greene.

Jeff & Fran Smith, Alice Smith & Duane Seiling and
Joy & Dan Stevens in loving memory of Maurice & Pauline Smith.
Jeff Smith, Alice Smith and Joy Stevens in loving memory of
Randy Smith. Miss You Bro!

Parents, Ron& Mellott and Sisters, Diane & Jennifer in loving
memory of Greg Mellott.
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Daughters: Sue, Sandy, Linda and Carol in loving memory of
Bob & Bea Brill.

Ann Koning in loving memory of Clarence, Jane & Mark Assenheimer.
Ann Koning in loving memory of
John Brueggemeier,
Margaret Marshall,
Kristi Loy-Hetzel
Louise Scaife.

Pat & Ray Wise in honor of:

The Hemant Bhagat Family.
The Bailey Family.
In loving memory of:
Pat’s parents, Florence & Bill Heiland.
In loving memory of:
Ray’s parents, Bertina & Harry Wise and his
sisters & brothers.

James Zellner in loving memory of Patricia & William Zellner.
Diane & Rick Greene in loving memory of Paul & Esther Greene and
Alvin & Wilma Zachrich.
In honor of our children Jennifer, David, Julie, Heather & Andrew.

Tim, Shelley, Michael & Zachary Ross in loving memory of
Barb Rutherford
Harry Beregsasi
Ruth & Arden Bruns.
In honor of Pastor Bailey, Wendy, John & Andrew.

Linda & Richard Ellinger in loving memory of

Everette Margene Ellinger and Richard & Ruth Heil.
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Pastor, CJ, Wendy, John & Andrew Bailey in honor of
The Congregation of First Lutheran.
Pastor CJ and Wendy in honor of John & Andrew Bailey.

Curtis L. King in loving memory of:
Oliver Junior King
Lisa T. King
In honor of:
Senior Choir
Bells of Praise
Victor Welsch
Luella F. King

Sandy Maistros in loving memory of John & Andy Maistros.
Dustin, Lori, Caden,Carter & Claire Groves in loving memory of
Richard D. Groves.

Pat & Jim Eckelberry in honor of all the front-line workers during this
pandemic.

Janet & Joe Zirger and Becky & Lynn Sherman in loving
memory of Pauline & Eldon Sherman.
Given by Your Loving Family in memory of:
Mary & Lawrence Miller,
Charles, Larry, Louise, Patricia.
Bill Owens

Given by Daughters Judy, Janis & Josi in loving memory of
Franklin & Marion Snyder.

Ruth Ferner Scott in honor of those of us who survived 2020 and in
loving memory of those not here to celebrate with us.
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Donna, Kelli, Amy, Julie and grandchildren

in loving memory of

John Brueggemeier.

Kim, Kelsey and Brad in loving memory of Bob Ames.
Kim, Kelsey and Brad in loving memory of Baby Elisha Robert.
The Church Staff , Geri Wilson & Ann Koning in loving memory
of Joe Wott and his many years of service to First Lutheran.

Joseph Carnahan in loving memory of Ethel Carnahan.
Vicky & Ronald Clouse in loving memory of:
Clayson Loy
Irene Loy
Kristi Loy-Hetzel

Jeanette Conley in honor of Pastor Bailey and his family and the Office
Staff who faithfully continue to work to keep the everything running
smoothly in the Church Office.
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore Street
Tiffin, Ohio
419-447-1323
1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
firstlutherantiffin.com
Pastor:

Clayton J. Bailey

Director of Music:

Curtis L. King

“God is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile and trust God
18 for all that we need."

