24 Week after Pentecost
th

November 15, 2020
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Welcome

Please tune into 93.3 FM , to our Facebook Live
account or join us in-person*. (*unless Seneca County drops
to red/purple designation and we have to worship virtually).

Prelude

John A. Behnke
Linstead
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

Thanksgiving for Baptism
L:

We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

L:

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling
forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood
you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

C:

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

L:

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

C:

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.

L:

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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The Greeting
L:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C:

And also with you.

Litany for Season after Pentecost
L:

You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C:

A people holy to the Lord our God.

L:

Keep the words of the Lord in your heart;
teach them to your children.

C:

Talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise.

L:

One does not live by bread alone,

C:

But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
L:

Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth
and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to
serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the
day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.
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A Reading from Zephaniah 1:7,12-18
R:

A reading from Zephaniah the 1st chapter:
7

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand;
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.
12

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish
the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in
their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.”
13

Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
14

The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud
there.
15
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements.
17

I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the
blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall
be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.
18
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them
on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
R:

Word of God, Word of Life.

C:

Thanks be to God!
6

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians
5:1-11
R:

A reading from 1 Thessalonians the 5th chapter:
1

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at
night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
R:

Word of God, Word of Life:

C:

Thanks be to God!
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Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel
L:

Matthew 25:14-30

A reading from the Gospel of Saint Matthew the 25th chapter.
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had
the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and
hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who
had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have
made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to
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all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have
will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’ ”
L:

The gospel of our Lord!

Sermon

Vicar Mike Porter

10

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

~~~Thank you to Victor Welsch, Cantor~~~
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The Creed
L:
C:

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith expressed
through the words of the Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Organ Meditation

Paul Manz

Lobt Gott Ihr Christen, Opus 17, No.3
Let All Together Praise Our God

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
L:
C:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Blessing
L:

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every
spiritual blessing.
May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another in accordance with Christ Jesus.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Oh, Happy Day When We shall Stand

Dismissal
L:

Go in peace, Christ is with us!

C:

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Paul Manz
Partita on St. Anne, Opus 6
Oh God Our Help in Ages Past
I. Introduction
III. Adagio

II. Theme
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Thank you, Mike Porter, for serving as today’s
worship leader.
Pastor Bailey is out of the office this week. Pastor
Katie Treadway will cover any emergencies.
THANK YOU to Jamie Lodermeier-Fay for serving as today’s Lector and the
Nominee Family for serving as today’s Hosts. Thanks also to Shelley Ross for
providing the Livestream and Janet Zirger and Deb Hohman
for operating the slide show.
A HUGE THANK YOU to Deb Nominee and her entire crew for preparing,
serving, and distributing 150 mobile Bountiful Feast meals!
You all did an awesome job.

WEST OHIO FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION
Will take place on Thursday, November 19th.
The line starts forming around 10AM. Volunteers are needed to help register cars
as they arrive, then to help put items in cars when distribution begins at 1:00.
Volunteers can arrive any time after noon.
Many, many thanks to all of our faithful volunteers who come out to help each
month, regardless of the weather. Thank you so much for giving generously of
your time to help other Seneca County residents in need of extra support.
The Monday night Women’s Bible Study will be meeting each Monday evening in
the Dietz Room from 6-8 PM. If you would like further information,
please contact Beth Myers.
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore Street
Tiffin, Ohio
419-447-1323
1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
firstlutherantiffin.com
Director of Music:

Pastor:

Curtis L. King

Clayton J. Bailey

“God is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile and trust God for all that we need."
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