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First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 
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Welcome 

Prelude Triptych on Freu Dich Sehr 
  I. Freu Dich Sehr, Opus 5, No. 2 Paul Manz 

 II. Bicinium on Freu Dich Sehr Charles Callahan 

 III. Comfort, Comfort These My People Michael Burkhardt 

  
  

Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

Confession 
 P: Lord, we come to you wearied and worn. We have climbed 

mountains of guilt, gone down twisted roads of sin that have led to 

nowhere. Our own sin and the guilt that it brings wear us down. 

 C: We confess our sin and our need for your forgiveness in every 

aspect of our lives. Intervene with your grace and bring us 

your comfort and your peace through Christ our Lord. 

 P: Our Lord Jesus has come to us with his comfort and peace. He 

calls out to us from the cross so that our sins may be forgiven. He 

levels out the mountain of guilt and makes straight the road that 

leads to him. In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, your 

sins have been forgiven. 

 C: Amen.  

Please tune into 93.3 FM , to our Facebook Live  
account or join us in-person*. (*unless Seneca County drops 
to red/purple designation and we have to worship virtually). 
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 The Advent of Our God 
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Advent Litany 
 

 P: Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. 

 C: Comfort us in times of conflict, O Lord. 

 

 P: Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. 

 C: Comfort us with your pardon and peace O Lord. 

 

 P: Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. 

 C: Comfort us with the Good News of Jesus. 

 

 P: Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. 

 C: Comfort us as a shepherd gathers his lambs. 

 

 P: Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. 

 C: Lead us to the joy of Christ and a renewal of our faith. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 R: Let us pray.  O Lord, as we worship you, we light this candle on the 

Advent wreath to remember your comfort and kindness shown to 

your people. As the flame on the candle grows and warms our 

sanctuary, so too, let your grace warm our hearts and guide our 

lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
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Light One Candle 

Advent week one, sing ONLY verse 1 
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A Reading from Isaiah 40:1-2  
 

 R: A reading from Isaiah the 40th chapter: 

  1Comfort, O comfort my people, 

 says your God. 

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, 

 that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from the LORD's hand 

 double for all her sins.  
   

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
A Reading from Romans 5:1-5 
 

 R: A reading from Romans the 5th chapter: 
  1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained 

access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in 

our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  

  

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation 

The Gospel John 14:25-32 
   

 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th chapter. 

 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  25I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 

you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 

to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
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not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, 'I am going away, 

and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 

am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And 

now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does oc-

cur, you may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for the 

ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; 31but I do 

as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that 

I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way.  

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

 C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Speak Words of Comfort 

Sermon  Pastor Clayton J. Bailey  
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Litany of Comfort and Joy 
 

 P: We look around us and feel so sad, worthless, and discouraged. 

 C: And you remain with us. 

 

 P: We look around and see unspeakable violence, terrorism  

  and hatred. 

 C: And you see who humanity can become. 

 

 P: We look around and find ourselves sliding into anger and hatred. 

 C: And you remind us who we are. 

 

 P: We feel sorry for ourselves. We think something is wrong with us. 

 C: And you see the good within. 

 

 P: We look around us and wee death and destruction. 

 C: But you see hope. 

 

 P: We look around and see greed, power seeking, and fear having itôs 

day. We are ready to give up on our human kindred. But you never 

give up on us. 

 C: You promise that despite these tough times you never give up 

on humanity for your promise is always full of comfort and joy. 
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Apostlesô creed 
 

 P: Living together in comfort and joy, we confess our faith as  

  expressed in the words of the Apostlesô Creed: 

 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, Godôs only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven, 

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Organ Meditation  Wayne L. Wold 
 Intonation, Fugue and Variation on Tif In Veldele 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 

Prayers of the People 
 
Lordôs Prayer   
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 P: May the God and Father comfort you. May God the Son, bring you 

peace. May God the Holy Spirit, fill you with joy!  
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Savior of the Nations, Come 

Dismissal   
 P: We go in peace. For Godôs gift of comfort and joy go with us! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude  Paul Manz 

Toccata on Savior of the Nations Come 
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Todayõs Flowers were given by Donna 

Brueggemeier and Family in loving memory of  
John Brueggemeier. 

Drive-Thru Communion will take place NEXT SUNDAY, 
December 6th 

beginning at  11:30 and continuing for one hour. 
 

Please enter from the parking lot and drive into the south 
side driveway. 

Stop under the portico to receive the sacrament. 
 

The next mobile Communion will take place on Sunday, January 3rd. 

THANK YOU  to Gracie Chester for serving as todayôs Lector and Sue Johnson & 

Sandra Mellott for serving as todayôs Hosts. 

Last year, at this time of the year, we asked the congregation to help us finish our 
financial year in the black.  To say that 2020 has been a trying year for our church 

would be an understatement.  COVID has had a profound effect on our church.  
Under the guidance of Pastor Bailey and your church council we are doing pretty 

well.  But there are expenses on the horizon that we will need to prioritize in 2021.  
We are asking for your help to end 2020 not only in the black but with a surplus to 

be able to make 2021 a year to celebrate. 
     The Poinsettia/Thankoffering cards have been mailed with an enclosed  

envelope. In addition, an order form is included on the following page. 
Thanks for your support and Peace be with you, 

Rick Greene 
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I/We would like to share a portion of the bounty that has 

blessed us this year by making a special 

Thankoffering in our name. 

Name_________________________________________

Help beautify the Nave for Christmas worship with 
your 

order of a poinsettia. Complete and return this  
envelope with payment of $10 per plant to the 

Church Ofɤce.  
The deadline for orders and having your  

designations printed for Christmas is December 21st. 
GIVEN BY 
_________________________________________________ 
  
IN MEMORY OF 
____________________________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF 

***************************************************** 
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 300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 

419-447-1323 
 

1lutheran@sbcglobal.net 
firstlutherantiffin.com 

Pastor: 

Clayton J. Bailey 

Director of Music: 

Curtis L. King 

òGod is among us!ó 
òWe are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

First Lutheran Church 


