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What are you reading?  No, I’m not 

referring to the newsletter that is 

currently in your hands or 

downloaded on your digital 

device.  I’m thinking of what are 

you reading for fun, or to 

challenge you, or to help you 

grow.  So, what are you reading?   

 

Every month our Bishop, Daniel 

Beaudoin, reminds us that we 

should be reading.  He’s always 

got some great references to pass 

on, and honestly they all sound 

good, but I’m not a big 

theological/biblical studies reader.  

When I like to read, I like to escape 

and get away from things related 

to church and worship.  Put a copy 

of something written by Stephen 

King, Michael Crichton, or Clive 

Cussler in my hands and I am set to 

have my nose buried deep in a 

book from cover to cover.  If you 

are familiar with any of those 

authors, you’d probably agree 

they are about as far from worship 

life as you can get.  

 

Yet, as much as I love to escape to 

some other place, it is always good 

to stay grounded in the faith.  One 

of my go to books that I love to 

read is “The Book of God” by 

Walter Wangerin.  It was published 

in 1996 and is subtitled “The Bible 

as Novel.”  If you’ve never read it 

before, it’s a great read.  Recently 

one of our Women’s Bible Study 

Groups took that on as their study 

book, and you can find your own 

copy at any major book source for 

around $15. 

 

What I love about “The Book of 

God” is that it tells the story as it 

was meant to be told.  It reads as it 

was meant to be read.  It’s 

something comfortable.  It’s 

familiar.  It allows you to fall in love 

with God’s book of love over and 

over again.   

 

Take for instance, last night I read 

the story of King David and his 

longing to have the Ark of the 

Covenant returned to Jerusalem.  

David had recently built his palace 

in the new capital city and he 

wanted God’s dwelling place to 

be in a place of honor, rather than 

a tent in the desert.  With the priest 

and the surrounding crowd, they 

enter Jerusalem and dance.  They 

celebrate!  They praise God!  They 

dance all the more! In fact, David 

gets so carried away that he strips 

his outer robe to dance through 

the city streets.  Whoops!  Way to 

go King David!  And, yes, it’s in the 

Bible (look up 2 Samuel chapter 6).   

 

As I read the passage, the moment 

came to life as Walter Wangerin 

painted a joyous picture in my 

head.  Indeed, it was a moment of  
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rejoicing.  It was a moment to get up and dance 

right along with King David.   

 

As we now enter into the month of October, and as 

Fall settles in upon us, it’s now eight months dealing 

with Covid life. We all could use a chance to 

celebrate and dance. IIt’s my prayer that you can 

find many ways to dance with God.  Be it the cooler 

temperatures, the color of the Fall leaves, the 

warmth of a bonfire on a cool evening, the cheers 

of football games, or the simplicity of snuggling up in 

a blanket to read a good book.  What ever it is that 

you are doing, I hope you take the time to dance, 

rejoice, and give thanks to God for all the wonderful 

blessings this season can and does bring.  Then once 

you are done dancing, don’t forget to pick up a 

good book to read! 

Blessings, 

Confirmation Class is back!  All 6,7, 8, and 9 grade 

youth are invited to our Fall Confirmation Classes.  

Yes, this year Freshman are included as well, as we 

try to catch up on what we didn’t finish last spring.  

Confirmation Classes will take place following 

worship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.  For 

October that means we’ll meet on the 11th and the 

25th of the month.  Classes will take place in the 

Fellowship Hall and will last for about an hour.  

Everyone is asked to wear a mask and we’ll have 

plenty of room to space out, learn, grow, and 

challenge ourselves as we dig deeper into our faith. 

 

Congratulations to our upcoming Confirmands:  This 

year we will confirm seven of our youth on 

Reformation Sunday, October 25.  Congratulations 

to: 

Brance Gebauer 

Avery Hoover 

Keghan Reis-Kelly 

Isabella Meyer 

Jonathan Nominee 

Garrett Vaughn 
Halloween Hospitality Night is on October 25th.  Plans 

are well in the works for this year’s Halloween 

Hospitality Night.  We’ll distribute donuts, cider, and 

candy to the community as we enjoy the tricks and 

treats of Halloween.  We need a few volunteers to 

help make everything happen.  We’ll all space out, 

wear masks, and have a great time.  If you can 

volunteer, please let Wendy Bailey know.  Others are 

welcome to donate a bag of candy for us to 

distribute on that night.  A donation basket can be 

found in the Narthex. 

The Fall daily prayer books are here.  Now is your 

chance to pick up your copy of Portals of Prayer 

and/or The Word in Season.  If you would like to pick 

up your copy they can be found in the Narthex.  

Aren’t able to make it here?  Just let us know and we 

will do our best to get a copy to you.  

All Saints Sunday is coming soon.  Mark your 

calendars for Sunday November 1 when we will 

remember the Saints that have gone before us 

throughout the last calendar year.  As we have been 

doing, we will continue to read the names of our 

extended family and friends as part of the 

Commendation of the Saints.  If you have a name 

you would like recognized, please email the 

information to Pastor Bailey at: 

pastorcbailey@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

West Ohio Food Bank 

October 22nd will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help 

feed Seneca County.  Distribution begins at 1:00  Volunteers are 

welcome anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know 

that the line starts forming around 10 a.m.  Feel free to come early, as 

supplies are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers! 

Follow Ohio Color Code 

Levels for 

Coronavirus Reporting 

The following website will take you 

to information about Coronavirus 

in Ohio: 

coronavirus.ohio.gov 

On the home page, click on the 

link that says: Ohio Public Health 

Advisory System. There you will 

find a map of Ohio, with each 

county level shown in color. You 

will also find additional  

information about the seven  

different indicators used to  

determine the level of each 

county. County updates are  

issued each Thursday afternoon. 

 

Please be aware that if Seneca 

County changes to Red or Purple, 

in-person worship will be 

suspended until we have returned 

to a Yellow or Orange status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for people  

willing to serve during in-

person worship: 

We are in need of people 

willing to serve as: 

Lectors 

Host Families 

Videographer 

Slide Show Operator 

 

The Bailey family would be 

more than happy to train  

others to help with the  

videography and slide show 

portions of the Livestream  

services we currently have in 

place. 

 

We need to remember that if 

Pastor, Wendy and/or John 

are ill or unavailable on  

Sunday morning, we will not 

be able to Livestream our  

service. 

1  John Swope 

2  Andrew Crerar 

4  Brendon Blott 

9  Tom Stine 

12  Pat Eckelberry 

  Richard Phares 

14  Renee Wise 

15  Clay Stacy 

17  Jeff Smith 

22  Judy Hofmann 

  Dave Pauly 

25  Kayley Garlock 

  Reese Hoover 

  Logan Lewis 

30  Genna Reis-Kelly 

Monday Women’s Bible Study 

WILL meet at 6PM in the Dietz Room 

on Monday, October 5th.  

Stay tuned for further updates on 

upcoming meetings! 
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Greetings from Childhood 
Ministries!!   

 

 

The children and all staff are back and 
we are doing well.  We currently have 
69 children enrolled in our programs. 

 Twenty-four of the children are here 
only for preschool classes, thirteen 
children do both preschool and 
extended care.  Thirty-two school age 
students are here before and/or after 
school. We have a variety of family 
units, with six students living with 
grandparents and three children in 
foster care with relatives. As you can 
see, it is certainly never boring here! 

 

 

Our Pre Three classes are learning 
about attending preschool, rules and 
routines and about themselves.  They 
are also learning about apples, the 
color red, circles and the letter "A".   

 

Our Pre Four/Five classes are also 
learning about preschool, classroom 
routines and expectations. They are 
also learning about colors, shapes, 
cutting with scissors and writing with 
various objects.   They have enjoyed a 
variety of books related to these 
topics. 

 

Children in our Extended Care are 
enjoying various fall-related 
activities.  The children all enjoy 
playing outside or in the gym (stage 
end of Fellowship Hall).   After school, 
when we are the busiest, we have a 
group of children in the play yard, a 
group in the driveway and a group in 
the gym. 

 

 We are still keeping the children in 
small groups and are practicing social 
distancing.  We are constantly 
cleaning and disinfecting all toys, play 
yard equipment, tricycles, scooters 
and rooms used between groups of 
children.  

Again, thank you for your support of 
our programs. It is greatly appreciated! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
 

 

    

  

GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

Holy Humor   
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday 

October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25  

18
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

19
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

20
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

Reformation  
Sunday 

Lector: Beth  
Margraf 

 Myers Family will 
host 

Lector: Linda  
Ellinger 

 Ellinger Family 
will host 

 

 
Lector: Jamie 

Lodermeier-Fay 
Janet Zirger & 

Deb Hohman will 
host 

Lector: Gracie 
Chester 

Beth & Jack  
Myers will host 

 

Free Flowing Worship 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone to join him in the 

Chapel on Wednesdays,  

 from 2 – 4 p.m.  

or  

 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   

 

You may use this time for personal prayer, healing 

anointing oil, and/or communion. 

WEED WARRIORS would 

welcome hands of any 

age to help water and 

weed the planters and 

flower beds on the church 

grounds.  

OCTOBER Lawn Mowers 

October 1-7  John Kobelt  

October 8-14 Richard Ellinger   

October 15-21 Connie & Keith Spitler   

October 22-28 Pete Myers    

October 29-November 4 Mark Eppley  

FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS 

OTHER NEWS  

 

COMMUNION 

October 4th will be the next drive-thru style  

communion, from 11:30-12:30, following in-person  

worship.  

Drive through the parking lot and down the  

south side driveway.  

Under the portico, you will receive the  

sacrament, without leaving your car! 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

God is among us! 

We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile, and trust God for all that we need. 

 

              First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes     
August 17, 2020 

 
Due to Covid-19 this meeting was held using Zoom, an audio/
visual meeting app. 
 
Present: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Deb Nominee, Bonnie 
Oberlander, Jane Fruth, Anna Wildman, Linda Ellinger, Kelly 
Cook, Kelly Reis-Kelly, Janet Zirger 
Absent: Amy Mills 
 
Rick called the meeting to order and Pastor gave a prayer.  
Approval of Agenda: The agenda was amended by an addition to 
New Business. 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Deb Nominee and 
was seconded by Jane Fruth. The motion passed. 
 
Secretary’s report: The minutes of the July 20th Council meeting 
were sent to members earlier in the day. A motion to accept the 
minutes was made by Kelly Cook and seconded by Bonnie 
Oberlander. Approval of the minutes of the July 13 Special 
Council meeting were tabled for approval until next month’s 
meeting in order to give members time to read them. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Jane reported that donations have increased 
and are showing a more steady giving. Income from the 
Preschool will begin to be realized although not in the amount as 
previously noted due to the decrease in enrollment due to Covid-
19.  
 
Old Business 
Janitorial Position: Pastor told that Mike Porter’s orders from the 
National Guard have been extended through September and most 
likely be extended through the remainder of the year. In this 
interim, one of the preschool teachers has been hired to clean the 
school. However now that school is in full swing these additional 
4-5 hours will put her over a 40 hour work week. If the teachers 
spray their rooms before leaving it may reduce the hours enough 
to keep her on to finish cleaning the school. John, Pastor and 
family may clean the church. By breaking this job into two parts 
it may be doable until Mike knows if he can return. Pastor will 
discuss this with Jane.  
 
School Wall: Bonnie reported that John Swope is having trouble 
finding contractors to do this project. One quote of $6,561.00 has 
been received to replace the corridor doors and $3,702.00 for the 
door frame and door for the stairs. This is needed to  

Financial Report 

Month ending 

AUGUST 2020 

  Month   YTD 

Income 

Parish $12,522  $124,728 

C.M. 7,000 $65,126 

 $19,522 $189,854 

 

Expenses 

Parish $13,518 $134,484 

C.M.  $6,725 $55,104 

 $20,243 $189,588 

 

Total Income   

Less Expenses:     ( 721) $266 

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

secure the inside entrance into the 
school area. This is a top priority. Phase 
Two is to secure the entrance coming 
from the outside. The cost of this new 
entrance is $10,336.00.  It was decided 
that Bonnie and Pastor will draft a 
message to be put in the Newsletter to 
give members the opportunity to 
contribute to this project.  
 
Air Conditioning: The air conditioning 
is up and running. The problem in the 
basement has been repaired. Over the 
winter bids for Stage 2 of the project 
will accepted. Kelly will seek these 
estimates from companies in the area. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giving 

page. 
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Continued from page 6 

New Business 
Bag Bugs: Pine trees on the 
property have become infested with 
these bugs. Linda Ellinger 
contacted a person who was able to 
remove and burn the 5 infested 
trees along with other landscape 
trees and bushes.  

 
Budget: Jane will begin to prepare 
the budget due in September. The 
nominating committee will begin to 
search for new council members.  
 
After service Zoom fellowship: As 
a way to stay in contact with 
members, we will look into using 
Zoom on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month to reach out and have 
conversation with members who 
are quarantining/social distancing at 
home. More to come as we work 
through the specifics of this 
program.  
 
Use of building: Compassionate 
Friends organization is looking for 
a place to hold their meetings. It 
would be a great community out-
reach project for our church. We 
are considering having them meet 
in the chapel with their members. 
They would sanitize the room 
before leaving. The council gave a 
verbal approval for Pastor and Rick 
to meet with the group to work out 
details for this usage of the 
building.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor asked that 
we keep Bev and Joe Wott in our 
prayers. He also told of the Police 
and Fire Dept responding to a 
signal coming from the phone in 
the preschool. Kelly will look into 
re-wiring to solve the dedicated 
phone line problem.  

Pastor will also be working with 
Pastor Marilyn and Pastor Doug to 
hold a joint service on October 4th 
for a Worldwide Communion 
Service. He is also working on 
having  drive-by communion from 
11:30-12:30 on the first Sunday of 
the month starting in September. 
He also hopes to meet with 
Confirmation kids on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month both in-
person and virtually.  
 
Committee Reports 
Preschool: Bonnie said the 
Preschool is going forward with 
opening on September 8. There are 
many rules and regulations from the 
state that change often because of 
Covid-19. They are still working on 
number of children allowed, 
wearing of masks, and 
quarantining.  
Social Ministry: Our church is        
taking part in the Sharing Kitchen 
August 17 & 20.  
 
The next Council meeting will be 
September 21st. Bonnie moved to 
adjourn and Linda seconded. The 
motion passed.  
The meeting ended with a prayer 
given by Pastor.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristi Loy-Hetzel 

On September 26th, Kristi’s ashes 
were placed in her final resting 
place. Her life and spirit were 

celebrated by a large number of 
family and friends on a beautiful, 

sunny fall day.  

Rest well, our friend! 

 

Ruth Boyer 

A Funeral service will be held for 
Ruth on Saturday, October 3rd, here 

at First Lutheran. 

Visitation will take place from  

10:00-11:00 AM, with the funeral  
following at 11:00. 

 

We ask that masks and social 
distancing procedures be followed,  
as they are during Sunday morning  

in-person worship. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Linda Ellinger 
Co-Council Secretary 

COUNCIL NEWS CONTINUED/CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE 
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The Passion of Our Lord – A Spiritual Journey to the Mountaintop of Faith 

 

You are invited to join Revs. Dave and Beth Westphal for an inspiring and uplifting journey to witness the 

Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany and to explore the Swiss Alps while engaging in prayer, reflection 

and spiritual renewal. Working with the internationally known Educational Opportunities Tours, the ten-day trip 

includes tickets to the Passion Play in Oberammergau. This production is only offered every ten years and 

portrays the story of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. Since 1634, the residents of this Bavarian village 

have produced this play in thanksgiving to God for sparing them from the Plague. It is truly a once-in-a-

lifetime adventure.  

 

In addition, the journey carries you into the heart of the Swiss Alps where you will experience the cultural, 

historical and scenic beauty of Switzerland. From small alpine villages to medieval castles, from the idyllic lake 

country to the heights of the Matterhorn, you will become immersed in the wonder of Swiss culture. Along the 

way, under the leadership of Dave and Beth, there will be times for meditation, reflection and contemplation, 

not only on the Passion Play, but on the spiritual life. It will be a journey of devotion and prayer.  

 

The Passion of Our Lord – A Spiritual Journey to the Mountaintop of Faith departs Detroit June 1, 2022 and 

returns June 10. The cost of the trip is $5246 (per person) and includes round trip airfare (from Detroit), 

motorcoach transportation, lodging, daily buffet breakfasts and dinners, tickets to the full six-hour Passion Play, 

additional entrance fees, taxes, and other amenities.  

 

If you are interested in joining us for The Passion of Our Lord – A Spiritual Journey to the Mountaintop of Faith, 

or just want more information, you can contact us at pastordavedelc@gmail.com, or go to the Educational 

Opportunities website www.eo.travel and look for the SW22 trip, June 1.  Sign up with David & Elizabeth 

Westphal as your hosts. This trip will truly be a spiritual mountaintop experience.  

 

Dave and Beth Westphal 

Tiffin, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An interesting fact about The Passion of Our Lord at Oberammergau... 

A special law is in effect to insure that all actors of the world's largest amateur dramatic performance come 

from the village. All participants, from actors playing the big speaking parts such as Jesus, Mary or Judas, 

through members of the choir, orchestra members, firemen and ushers, must have been born in 

Oberammergau or lived there for at least 20 years. Over 2,000 Oberammergau villagers will participate in the 

2022 Passion Play.  

mailto:pastordavedelc@gmail.com
http://www.eo.travel
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