First Lutheran
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300 Melmore Street

Tiffin, Ohio

November 2020 Scroll
“ Cod is among us!”
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.”

WORDS FROM PASTOR BAILEY
We turn the page on the calendar
as we begin the month of
November. Liturgically speaking
November is a busy month as
nearly each week we gather for
another Feast Day or celebration.
Take for example:
On Sunday, November 1, we
gather as a people of God for All
Saints’ Sunday. Our worship takes
on a bit of a somber tone as we
pause to reflect upon the lives of
those who have died this past
year. All Saints’ is a bitter sweet
day, as we still feel the emptiness
and loss of those who have died.
Yet, at the same time, we
celebrate the blessings of new life
that they have received through
the death and resurrection of
Christ.
On Sunday, November 8, we
gather as a people of God for a
Special Congregational Meeting
following worship. The sole
purpose of this meeting is to discuss
and potentially vote upon the first
phase of improved security
needed for our Pre-School. Some
of this information was presented
at our Congregational Meeting
earlier in the year. At this time we
would like to move forward with
the interior portion of the project.
With the development of Covid-19,
these changes will also help create
a barrier between the church and

Pre-School in the event that there
are positive cases on either side of
our shared ministry.
For lunch on November 8, we
gather as a people of God,
“apart . . . yet together” as we
break bread for our Bountiful Feast.
Of course with all things Covid,
we’ve had to rethink how we share
in this annual First Lutheran
Tradition. Many thanks to Deb
Nominee for her creative thinking
and willingness to coordinate all of
the details! For lunch we will be
serving you curbside under the
South Portico near the Fellowship
Hall. Your meal will include turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, green
beans, and a dessert. This is at no
cost to you and we are planning to
serve 150 meals, so please come!
If you are unable to drive, please
contact the church office so that
we can arrange delivery of a meal
for you.
On Sunday, November 22, we
gather as a people of God for
worship as we share a Thanksgiving
Sunday. Traditionally this would be
“Christ the King Sunday” however,
with all of the challenges we have
faced this year, we will shift gears
to celebrate and share in a time of
thanksgiving for all of the blessings
that God has bestowed upon us.

EVENTS AT A
GLANCE
Sunday Worship:

10:00 a.m.
Join us for worship:
Broadcast live on 93.3 FM
or 1600 AM and livestream
on Facebook
firstlutherantiffin
In-person worship will not
take place if Seneca Co. Is
red or purple status, per
Thursday updates.

November 1st

Drive-Thru Communion
11:30-12:30

Wednesday
Times of Reflection:
2-4 and 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Individuals who wish
a blessing, meditation, or
private communion

November 8th
Congregational Mtg &
Mobile Bountiful Feast

Pick up drive through meals
starting at noon

Council Meeting:

Zoom Mtg
November 12th at 7:30 pm.

Continued on page 2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Finally, we close out the month of November on
Sunday the 29th as we begin our walk through
Advent. Our focus this year will be Comfort & Joy.
There is no doubt that this has been a challenging
year, and one thing we could all use a bit more of is
Comfort & Joy. Together we find the Comfort & Joy
we are seeking as we begin our journey toward the
Christ Child, where we encounter the promises God
made, God keeps, and God continually makes new.
Indeed, this is a busy month with something unique
and different each week. Still a central theme exists
in the midst of them all. Thanksgiving! Together we
do give thanks, in the midst of the shadow of death
that begins our journey on All Saints’ Sunday,
through the Comfort & Joy of expectant new life as
we transition to Advent, and every step along the
way. We take each one with praise and in
thanksgiving!
Blessings,

Mobile Bountiful Feast
This year’s Bountiful Feast will take on a
totally new look as we move to a
drive-through type meal.
Using the same system as the Chicken BBQ,
patrons will place their order at the first stop
on the South Side driveway, then drive
under the portico to have meals brought to
your car.
There is no charge for your meal which will
include turkey, trimmings and dessert.
Many thanks to Deb Nominee, her faithful
crew and the Youth Group for making this
possible.

TRANSITIONS

All of the faithful volunteers who helped man
our Monday and
Thursday dates at the
Sharing Kitchen during
2020.

Margaret Marshall
5/17/1919-10/7/2020
The family had a private
service for Margaret.

Your help is very much noticed
and appreciated!

This year will bring changes to our traditional Christmas Eve Service,
necessitated by Covid concerns.
We will be having two services: one at
6:30 PM and a second service at 11PM. In order to socially distance people,
both services will be ticketed and advance reservations will be a needed.
Youth & Family Service @ 6:30
Traditional Candlelight Service @ 11:00
Reservations can be made beginning the first week of November by calling the Church Office.
Tickets will be mailed.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS
West Ohio Food Bank
November 19th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help
feed Seneca County. Distribution begins at 1:00 Volunteers are
welcome anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know
that the line starts forming around 10 a.m. Feel free to come early, as
supplies are on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers!
Follow Ohio Color Code
Levels when they are
announced Thursday
afternoons
Please be aware that if Seneca
County changes to Red or Purple,
ALL IN-PERSON WORSHIP AND
GATHERINGS within the building
will be suspended until we have
returned to a Yellow or Orange
status.
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ABOVE: The entrance to our
Halloween Hospitality Event 2020
style!

22
25

BELOW: Mad Scientist Bailey must
look a little intimidating to this young
trick-or-treater. Our hospitality crew
was kept busy preparing and serving
donuts, cider and hot cocoa.
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Cheryl Staib-Lewis
Zachary Shawberry
Tom Weddle
Aaron Wildman
Vicki Clouse
Julie Garlock
Allison Sallee
Gloria Stacy
Herb McClellan
Janice Nord
Blake Grangaard
Janet Zirger
Ron Guisinger
Claire Groves
Doug Rathburn
Heather Sallee
Charles Schrenk III
Dave Weickert
Gregg Cole
Racquelle Kelly
Jackson Hohman

Women’s Bible Study
Donovan, son of our renter, Sarah,
asked permission to help us by raking
leaves. Look at his smile of
accomplishment! Thank you Donovan
and Sarah.

Monday group will meet at 6PM in
the Dietz Room.
Details will follow when the other
groups make meeting decisions.
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GREETINGS FROM
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES!
Pumpkins, and Halloween Fun! They
have focused on the color orange,
square shape and the letter "P". The
children are looking forward to
Halloween and their class party!

Greetings from Childhood
Ministries!!
The month of October was filled with
various Fall activities. With all of this
rainy weather, the children were most
excited to use the gym (Fellowship
Hall)! We are currently using the far
end, down by the stage. The space is
about half of what we are used to, but
with smaller groups and less toy
selection, it is doable and much
appreciated by all. It is so nice to have
a space for the children to run in and
get rid of some of that energy when
the weather is not cooperating and we
are unable to play outside.
Our Pre 3 classes have been learning
about Leaves/Fall, Fire Safety,

Our Pre 4/5 classes have been
learning about letters "L" (Leaves),
"F" (Fire Safety), "E" (Elephants) and
"H" (Halloween). Normally, we have
invited the Tiffin Fire Department here
for a visit, but were unable to due to
Covid and rules from ODJFS stating
we currently are not able to have
visitors in the classroom. Ms. Mindy's
classes enjoyed watching a video on
Fire Safety in the Theater room. The
Pre 4/5 children are also looking
forward to their classroom Halloween
Party.

years. We plan to keep our numbers
smaller so that if the Governor
requires us to go back to the 9
children/1 adult rule, we will not have
to decide who to serve and who not
to. It has been very challenging to
follow the new rules and continue to
offer the quality programs that we are
used to providing. We continue to
disinfect each toy after being played
with/touched. We take children and
staff temperatures upon arrival and
departure. All areas are sprayed with
disinfectant every evening. Extended
Care snacks are simplified and
parents must provide prepackaged
snacks for preschool. Masks are worn
by staff and school age children. We
continue to provide our services to our
families and adapt, as needed! If
nothing else, we have learned to be
very flexible!! Stay tuned next month,
to see how we celebrate Thanksgiving
without our traditional feast!

Our children in Extended Care have
also enjoyed various Fall art projects,
games and activities. As the weather
gets cooler, (and the rules change),
Sincerely,
we have had to adjust our
Jane Frederick,
routines. As of October 1, we are no
longer committed to nine children and Director of Childhood Ministries
one adult in each class/group. We are
currently operating with half of the
number of students in our preschool
classes and half of the children in
Extended Care, as in previous

Holy Humor
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

November 1

November 8

November 15

November 22

November 29

All Saints’

23rd Sunday of
Pentecost

24th Sunday of
Pentecost

Thanksgiving
Worship

First Sunday of
Advent

Lector: Elise
Meyer
Hosts: Judy
Kimmel
Donna
Brueggemeier

Lector: Jamie
Lodermeier-Fay
Hosts: Nominee
Family

Lector: Linda
Ellinger
Hosts: Ellinger
Family

Lector: Chester
Family Rep.
Hosts: Sue
Johnson
Sandra Mellott

Lector: Carol
Jarrett
Hosts: Janet
Zirger
Deb Hohman

OTHER NEWS
Free Flowing Worship

COMMUNION
November 1st will be the next drive-thru style
communion, from 11:30-12:30, following in-person
worship.

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone to join him in the
Chapel on November 4th and 11th
from 2 – 4 p.m.
or
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
You may use this time for personal prayer, healing
anointing oil, and/or communion.

Drive through the parking lot and down the
south side driveway.
Under the portico, you will receive the
sacrament, without leaving your car!

FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS
NOVEMBER GROUNDSKEEPERS
October 29-November 4 Mark Eppley
November 5-11 John Kobelt
November 12-18 Richard Ellinger
November 19-25 Connie & Keith Spitler
November 26-December 2 Pete Myers

WEED WARRIORS would
welcome hands of any
age to help ready the
flower beds for winter.
Bring your gloves!
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COUNCIL NEWS
God is among us!
We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive,
reconcile, and trust God for all that we need.

First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Rick Greene who
declared a quorum. We met via Zoom Meetings due to the
Corona virus situation. Participating in the meeting were: Pastor
Bailey, Rick Greene, Kelly-Reis Kelly, Deb Nominee, Bonnie
Oberlander, Kelly Cook, and Linda Ellinger. Absent were Jane
Fruth, Janet Zirger, Amy Mills, and Anna Wildman. Pastor Bailey
led us in prayer.
The agenda was discussed with the additions of a slate of
officers, emergency plans for the Sunday service and one room
use request. Bonnie moved to accept the agenda as amended
and Kelly Cook seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes: The minutes from the August 17, 2020 meeting and
were sent previously via email. Deb moved to accept the
minutes, and Bonnie seconded. The motion passed
unanimously. Minutes from the August 13 Special meeting for
approval of a letter concerning church protocol for Covid to be
sent to the entire congregation, were also send previously via
email. Linda moved to accept the minutes, Bonnie seconded,
and the motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: No treasurer’s report because Jane was
unable to attend. Pastor stated that he did see a financial
report for August 2020 for the preschool and they were in the
black.
OLD BUSINESS
Janitorial Help Members of council participated in an email
vote to add a (temporary) second part time janitor position until
such time that Mike Porter can return to his duties. The new hire
is working with John Bailey on Friday evenings.
Pre-School Door Progress John Swope is having difficulty
obtaining the required three quotes for the replacement of the
door for the preschool. Kelly Cook had two more names of
contractors to contact. A gate is currently being used to
separate the church from the preschool. This is working well but
is not a permanent solution.
Congregational Meeting Pastor has been looking at
recommendations from the Synod concerning how to have the
required congregational meeting in January.
NEW BUSINESS
Pastor’s Health Care Plan all available options are a percentage
of his present package. Pastor and members of Executive

Financial Report
Month ending
September 2020
Month

YTD

Income
Parish
C.M.
Expenses
Parish
C.M.
Total Income
Less Expenses:

$14,378
14,304
$28,682

$139,107
$79,430
$218,537

$17,363
$8,523
$25,886

$151,847
$63,627
$215,474

2,796

3,063

Transfer from Investments
to cover expenses $0

We appreciate
your gifts. The QR
code will take you
to our online giving
page.

Council will make a recommendation to
council by the end of October.
Pastor’s Vacation current policy allows
Pastor to carry over one week of
vacation to the next year or lose the
time. With the present situation, it was
suggested that we waive this aspect of
the policy. Pastor will send the vacation
policy to council members to review so
that a decision can be made at the
next meeting.
Rental House Roof Issues The renter has
reported a leak in the roof during one of
the recent major rains. Kelly Cook had
Steve Theis of CRM Roofing inspect the
roof. Mr. Theis states that it probably has
(Continued on page 7)
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COUNCIL NEWS CONTINUED/ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEASE NOTE
about 4 more years. Kelly obtained were in favor of allowing the use of
an estimate for a metal roof to
the hall for this reason.
On Monday, November 2nd, the
match the garage roof of $14,000.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Church Office will be Open.
Old Computers The computers
Social Ministry Deb reported that
However, the Office will be Closed
used in the Sunday School are
First members helped for two days
on Tuesday, November 3rd.
obsolete and need recycled.
at the Sharing Kitchen. Ideas were
November 4th we will be
Council Positions In order to assist
presented for doing the Bountiful
upgrading our phone and internet
the nominating committee, Pastor
Feast and for the church’s Trick or
system at the church. We may
asked members of council if they
Treat night.
have periods of interruption to
will be continuing to serve in the
Childhood Ministries Bonnie
service while this is taking place.
coming year.
reported that the 3-year-old class
Please be patient as we are
Rick Green – not extending still has several openings, and the 4 working on this upgrade. Hopefully,
Kelly Kelly – will continue
-5-year-old class has a few
this will eliminate some of the
Linda Ellinger - not
openings. Children are now met at problems we currently experience.
extending
the door and taken by the
Bonnie Oberlander – will
teachers to their classrooms. A
continue
recent health department
Deb Nominee not yet sure
inspection yielded no citations.
Kelly Cook – will continue
They returned to their regular prices
at the beginning of the school year.
All school age children are required
Emergency Plan for technical
to wear masks.
aspects of the Sunday service
Pastor suggested that we have a
plan in place for the possibility that
PASTOR’S REPORT
he and his family become ill and
cannot do the technical aspects of Attendance numbers were down
the church. This can also be used
Please remember that this
this past Sunday. Facebook has
when Pastor is on vacation. Pastor broadened the outreach for First as
year reservations for the
has been using his personal laptop there are people watching who
6:30 Youth & Family Service
for the Facebook aspect of the
are not members.
Or
service. Discussion followed
With no further business to be
11:00 Traditional Candlelight
concerning what is needed. Deb
brought before the council, Linda
moved to purchase two laptops,
Service
one to run the Facebook streaming moved to adjourn and Bonnie
need to be made
seconded. The motion passed.
and another to handle the slides
in advance through the
Pastor then closed with prayer.
currently used in church plus a
Church Office.
camera at a limit of $700. It was
Ruth
is
in the Office Tuesdaythought that once things are back
Respectfully Submitted,
to normal, the service will continue
Thursday from 9-4, with the
to be broadcast on Facebook and Linda Ellinger
exceptions noted on the
the slides would be used during the Co-Council Secretary
SCROLL calendar.
service. Bonnie seconded the
motion and it passed unanimously. We recently had news of the death
Supply Pastors Suggestions for
supply pastors were discussed and
the Synod also has a list of supply
Pastors.
Room Use Request Shelly Ross has
requested the use of the fellowship
hall on December 19, 2020 for an
Eagle Scout program. All present

of the son of Pastor Dietz. The
obituary asks that memorial
contributions be made to the
Kidney Foundation in Allen’s
memory.
Address for Pastor Dietz:
537 Trotwood Circle
Springfield, OH 45503-5317

After your reservations are
made, the ticket for your
space will be mailed to you.

If you find you cannot attend,
please let us know so we can
reassign your spot.
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CONFIRMATION 2020
Extra special congratulations to these confirmands who had their confirmation, scheduled for
Pentecost Sunday, delayed due to Covid 19:
Front row: Brance Gebauer, Keghan Reis-Kelly, Julia Wildman
Back row: Pastor Bailey, Jonathan Nominee, Avery Hoover,
Isabella Meyer

In addition to the traditional Confirmation gifts which include a
handmade wooden cross from Don & Judy May, this year’s
group also received special Reformation masks from Pastor.
Although it’s not clear in the photos, the masks say Luther’s
famous words, “Here I Stand” with the Luther Rose in the center
of the mask. With a nod to humor and our current world
situation, the words on the other side of the Luther Rose symbol
say, “You stand over there!”
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1

2
Office will
be open

10:00a
Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
11:30-12:30
Mobile
communion
8
9
10:00a
Office
Closed
Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
11:00a

3

4
Office
Closed

10

16

10:00a
Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person

6

Office
Closed

7

Pastor’s
Day Off

13
Office
Closed
Pastor’s
Day Off

14
K of C
Food
Distribution
at the fairgrounds.

6:30p
Worship
&Music
17

Office
Closed

Chapel
time w/
Pastor
2-4p and
5:30-7:30

11
12
Chapel
ZOOM
time w/
Council
Pastor
Meeting
7:30p
2-4p and
5:30-7:30

Confirmation
Congregational
Mtg
Bountiful Feast

15

5

18

SCROLL INFO
DUE
TODAY!

19
20
West Ohio
Office
Food Bank
Closed
Distribution
1-3p

21

PASTOR ON VACATION

22

23

10:00a
Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person
29
10:00a
Worship via
Live stream,
radio or
in-person

24
Office
Closed

26

27
Office
Closed

28

Pastor’s
Day Off
30
Office
Closed
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First Lutheran Church
300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323
Office Hours: Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Website: firstlutherantiffin.com E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net
Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
STEWARDSHIP

CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY TEAMS
Rick Greene
WORSHIP & MUSIC
Kelly Reis-Kelly
PARISH ED
Janet Zirger/Linda Ellinger
EVANGELISM
Jane Fruth
PROPERTY
(vacant)
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Deb Nominee

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF
Clayton J. Bailey
Ruth Scott
Curtis L. King
Michael Porter

Pastor
Tel. 567.938.6077
Secretary
Director of Music
Janitor

Anna Wildman
Amy Mills
(vacant)
Kelly Cook

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES
Jane Frederick, Director
Tel: 419.447.1145
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