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As we enter the month of 

September, we do so with a bit of 

trepidation.  At least I do anyways.   

Much is about to change: Schools 

are soon to restart.  College 

students will be back on campus.  

Preschoolers will once again fill the 

hallways and classrooms of our 

own building.  Athletes will take the 

field.  Cheerleaders will cry out 

from the sidelines.  Bands will 

march playing a joyous melody.  

On and on the list could go, as life 

attempts to return to ‘normal.’  Yet 

for every group that begins to 

reconvene and for every student 

that steps into a classroom, there 

are obvious risks involved as we 

continue to live and adapt to life 

with Covid-19.   

Knowing these risks it might bring a 

sense of fear as we endure the 

possible “what if?”  What if 

someone we know gets sick?  

What if someone we know dies?  

What if it spreads?  What if it 

spreads here?  What if it happens 

to me?  There is no doubt that 

these fears are real for many and 

these fears are as real as a world 

contending with the Coronavirus.  

As much as we may all wish, these 

fears and the virus isn’t simply 

going to go away.   

In a time of fear and trepidation, 

what do we do?  Well, at times 

such as these we should be 

listening to our medical experts 

and doing all of the things asked of 

us that protect ourselves and the 

well being of others.  In addition 

we should also be turning to God 

in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.  

Every day I pray for you, our 

continued safety, health, and well 

being.  I have prayed for church 

members who have tested 

positive.  I have prayed for family 

members who have been 

exposed.  I have prayed for 

colleagues and church members 

who have lost family to Covid-19.  I 

have prayed for families as I stood 

at the graveside of those who 

have succumbed to the virus.  In 

the past six months, there is no 

doubt this is real.  With every story I 

hear, and every prayer I am asked 

to offer, I am reminded how closely 

this affects all of us and how 

personal this quickly becomes. 

I am also reminded of a hymn that 

quietly sings in the back of my 

head.  It’s first verse was written by 

Heinz Zimmermann in 1971 and the 

remaining verses by Marjorie Jillson 

in 1972.  Together, they speak well 

to the uncertainties of the world in 

which we are now called to live.  

Together, these words bring a 

sense of reassurance as our youth 

(from preschoolers to college 

students) return to class and 

classroom activities.  Together, 

these words remind us that in all 

that we do, in all that we say, and  
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in everything we experience, we can still call on 

God for protection, guidance, and safety, all while 

singing our praise. 

Have no fear, little flock; 

have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen 

to give you the kingdom; 

have no fear, little flock! 

 

Have good cheer, little flock; 

have good cheer, little flock, 

for the Father will keep you 

in his love forever; 

have good cheer, little flock! 

 

Praise the Lord high above; 

praise the Lord high above, 

for he stoops down to heal you, 

uplift and restore you; 

praise the Lord high above! 

 

Thankful hearts raise to God; 

thankful hearts raise to God, 

for he stays close beside you, 

in all things works with you; 

thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

(ELW, #764) 

 

God’s Blessings, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE 

 

At our congregational meeting in January, our 

President reported on a building proposal that 

Council and Childhood Ministries had been  

developing. At that time, security was our main 

concern. The building was open and had no  

security measures in place. When everything 

came to a halt in March, this project was stalled. 

It is now being reconsidered in two parts, the  

division between the church/school and the 

preschool entrance. 

 

While security is still very important, we have  

another reason to move forward. We need to 

keep the school side and the church side  

separate due to the Covid 19 virus. If someone 

tested positive on either side, it may shut down 

both sides. We have been securing bids for the 

dividing wall . Unfortunately, many companies 

are working six months out already. If you know 

someone who may be interested and would like 

to be involved in the bidding, please contact 

John Swope or call the church office. 

 

Childhood ministries is very appreciative of the 

funds that are reserved for this project. The  

dividing wall project will cost approximately 

$12,000.  

If you are interested in making a donation  

toward this project, please indicate Childhood 

Ministries building project on your gift.  

The monies will first be used toward the dividing 

wall. Any extra will be reserved for the entrance  

project. Your support of our program is greatly 

appreciated.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

West Ohio Food Bank 

September 24th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help 

feed Seneca County.  Distribution begins at 1:00  Volunteers are 

welcome anytime after noon. If you are in need of assistance, know 

that the line starts forming around 10 a.m.  Feel free to come early, as 

supplies are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers! 
1  Clayton Bailey 

2  Ron Mellott 

4  Jamie Chester 

6  Dick Wyka 

7  Sandra Mellott 

  Jim Zellner 

9  Linda Phares 

  Alice Smith 

11  Scott Jarrett 

  Diane Hampshire 

12  Kathy Livoti 

13  Maxwell Pauley 

14  Angela Nominee 

15  Jacob English 

16  Janet Meyer 

17  Martin Meyer 

19  Avery Hoover 

20  Andrew Bailey 

22  Savanna Cook 

  Libby Hoyda 

  Kevin Reser 

24  Annabel Binau 

26  Deborah Fassler 

  Jill Griffin 

  Jason Lather 

  Sandra Maistros 

27  Golden Hanna 

28  Bernita Tippin 

30  Isabella Meyer 

  Pat Nelson 

Follow Ohio Color Code 

Levels for 

Coronavirus Reporting 

The following website will take you 

to information about Coronavirus 

in Ohio: 

coronavirus.ohio.gov 

On the home page, click on the 

link that says: Ohio Public Health 

Advisory System. There you will 

find a map of Ohio, with each 

county level shown in color. You 

will also find additional  

information about the seven  

different indicators used to  

determine the level of each 

county. County updates are  

issued each Thursday afternoon. 

 

Please be aware that if Seneca 

County changes to Red or Purple, 

in-person worship will be 

suspended until we have returned 

to a Yellow or Orange status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for people  

willing to serve as Lectors 

and Host Families as we 

 worship in-person. 

We have relied heavily on the 

Chester, Ross and Bailey  

families in recent weeks, how-

ever they need some other 

volunteers to join them! 

If you choose to be a Lector, 

readings will be sent to you 

during the week prior to your 

service so that you can be  

familiar with the text of the 

readings. 

 

If you choose to be a  

Host Family you will be posted 

near the main and south  

entrances. Your duties will 

include greeting attendees, 

asking them to sign-in,  

directing them to hand  

sanitizer & masks, and  

explaining the available  

seating options. 
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Greetings from Childhood 
Ministries!!   

Our program continues to grow!  We 
have two rooms open Monday through 
Thursday, with Fridays being our 
smallest day. We now have a total of 
21 children enrolled, 12 are Preschool 
students and 9 are School  Age.  Ten 
of these children are on the 
ODJFS  family daycare program or the 
county Kinship program (for family 
members who are providing foster 
care for relatives).   

We continue to have weekly 
themes.  The month of August, we 
focused on "Dr. Seuss", "Dinosaurs", 
"Insects" and "Zoo Animals". We have 
enjoyed playing out side in the play 
yard and riding tricycles and scooters.  

 We were able to go back to normal 
ratios on August 10, but decided to 

keep the smaller group sizes to make 
social distancing much 
easier.  Constantly cleaning toys, 
disinfecting everything and taking 
temperatures upon arrival and 
departure are the new normal. 

We are planning for the beginning of 
the new school year, which will begin 
September 8 for both Tiffin City 
Schools and First Lutheran Preschool. 
We will not have a Parent Meeting as 
we normally do, but are working on a 
virtual meeting for all parents to 
view.  Everything will be so different 
this school year!  One of the hardest 
parts will be that parents will not be 
able to walk their children into the 
classroom on their first day of 
preschool, or even after the very first 
day.   

We plan to keep our preschool classes 
smaller and our School Age groups 
smaller so the children can continue to 
social distance.  We are certainly 
looking forward to seeing some of the 
children that we have not seen since 
March, as well as some of our new 
friends.  

Thank you to all of you who support 
our programs in any way!  Special 
thanks to our Board members, church 
staff, church members and those who 
had made donations to our programs. 
Thank you to Pat Eckelberry  for 

(reading my article in the Scroll and) 
the donation of the lovely new 
microwave!  It is so much nicer than 
the one we had!  Also, "Thanks" to Mr. 
Ruess for getting/keeping our tricycles 
running!  It is awesome to have our 
own tricycle mechanic!  The children 
and I really appreciate it. We have 
discovered it is easier to disinfect the 
tricycles than it is to spray down the 
entire play yard!! 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
 

 

    

  

GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

Holy Humor   
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COUNCIL NEWS 

God is among us! 

We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile, and trust God for all that we need. 

 

 First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes  

July 20, 2020  

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Greene. We met 
via Zoom Meetings due to the Corona virus situation. Participating 
in the meeting were: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Jane Fruth, Deb 
Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander, Amy Mills, Janet Zirger, Anna 
Wildman and Linda Ellinger. Absent were Kelly-Reis Kelly, Janet 
Zirger and Kelly Cook. Pastor Bailey led us in prayer.  

Minutes: The minutes from the June 15th meeting were sent 
previously via email. Jane Fruth moved to accept the minutes, 
seconded by Bonnie Oberlander. The motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jane reported that giving is up compared to 
this time last year. Linda moved to accept the treasurer’s report, 
seconded by Deb Nominee. The motion passed.  

New Business  

Air Conditioning Repair  

Repair work was recently needed for the compressor that serves 
the office area. The repair is a “band aid” for the unit which will 
need to be replaced at some point in the future. An estimated cost 
for a replacement unit is over $20,000. Property will get several 
estimates and more information will be made available to the 
congregation.  

Fire Inspection Report  

We passed the recent inspection “with flying colors.”  

Assistance for our volunteer treasurer  

Jane Fruth has agreed to train Ruth Scott to post contributions in 
Shepherd’s Staff, necessitating a small increase in the number of 
hours that Ruth will need to work. Linda moved to approve the 
number of hours that Ruth will work in order to assist Jane Fruth. 
Deb Nominee seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

Janitorial Help  

Mike Porter, who has been called up for National Guard duty, 
hopes to return to work by the end of August. This could be 
delayed until the end of the year depending upon any further 
orders for the National Guard issued by Governor DeWine. John 
Bailey, who has been substituting for Mike, will be gone the first 

Financial Report 

Month ending 

july 2020 

  Month   YTD 

Income 

Parish $12,139  $112,207 

C.M. 8,400 $58,126 

 $20,539 $170,333 

 

Expenses 

Parish $17,283 $120,968 

C.M.  $5,996 $48,379 

 $23,279 $169,347 

 

Total Income   

Less Expenses:($2,740)  $986 

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

week in August while on vacation with his 
parents, following which he hopes to be 
back in school, necessitating another 
temporary person to assist in janitorial 
duties. The preschool has the first week 
of August covered but help may be 
needed for the subsequent weeks. Pastor 
is to address this in an email to the 
congregation to see if anyone within the 
congregation is either interested or 
knows someone who is interested in 
taking this temporary job.  

Pastor reported that the sweeper being 
used has passed away and new sweepers 

(Continued on page 7) 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giving 

page. 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday 

September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27  

14
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

15
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

16
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

17
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

Lector: Melissa 
Chester 

Chester Family 
will host 

Lector:Shelley 
Ross 

Ross Family will 
host 

Lector: 
 
 

Lector: 
 
 

Free Flowing Worship 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone to join him in the 

Chapel on Wednesdays,  

 from 2 – 4 p.m.  

or  

 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   

 

You may use this time for personal prayer, healing 

anointing oil, and/or communion.   

 

 

 

WEED WARRIORS would 

welcome hands of any 

age to help water and 

weed the planters and 

flower beds on the church 

grounds.  

SEPTEMBER Lawn Mowers 

September 3-9   Bob Fruth 

September 10-16   Shawn Vallery 

September 17 23   Rick & Deb Nominee 

September 24-30   John Swope 

October 1-7   John Kobelt 

FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS 

OTHER NEWS  

 

COMMUNION 

BEGINNING September 8th, the first Sunday of each 

month will feature drive-thru style communion, from 

11:30-12:30, following in-person worship.  

Drive through the parking lot and down the  

south side driveway.  

Under the portico, you will receive the  

sacrament, without leaving your car! 
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Respectfully Submitted,  

Linda Ellinger 
Co-Council Secretary 

are needed for both the preschool 
and the church. After discussion, 
Deb Nominee moved to authorize 
Pastor to purchase 2 sweepers up to 
a price of approximately $300 each 
that will do the job. Anna seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously.  

Heritage Festival  

Rick has received a letter asking for a 
donation from First towards the 
Heritage Festival. It was decided to 
pass on this request.  

Seneca County Junior Fair  

A letter requesting a donation 
towards the Jr. Fair was also 
received. We will pass on this 
request as well.  

Election Board Request  

A letter has been received to use the 
Fellowship Hall for the November 
Election as has been done in the 
past. The Election board is to provide 
their own PPE and only the main 
entrance will be open to access the 
Fellowship Hall. Proper signage will 
be affixed to other doors. Linda 
moved to allow the election board to 
use our facility. The motion was 
seconded by Jane and passed 
unanimously.  

Pastor’s Report  

First “Live” Service  

Pastor would like those who have 
volunteered to assist in the first 
worship service, (expected to be on 
August 16), to participate in a “run 
through” prior to the 16th. He will 
need 5-6 people to help for each 
service.  

Confirmation  

Pastor is somewhat uncomfortable 

requiring students to come to 
confirmation classes if we are not 
having church. After discussion it 
was decided that he will survey the 
parents of the incoming class to 
determine what they are 
comfortable doing.  

Old Business  

Preschool  

Bonnie reported that John Swope is 
having some difficulties obtaining 
estimates for the changes that need 
made. We have one quote from 
Clouse Construction at $12,000 - 
$13,000 for the wall and interior 
stairwell door.  

The preschool had a drive through 
end of year celebration on July 7th. 
The children received their diplomas 
and had photos taken.  

All downstairs rooms are approved 
as preschool rooms. When next 
inspected, they will be asked to 
approve the theater room as well. 
The Preschool Board has been in 
discussion about increasing the rates 
for the preschool. There are now 9 
students attending consistently. The 
preschool has been approved for 
state grants and will have to send in 
appropriate information so it can be 
awarded the maximum amount. 
They are currently at $550 per 
month but if enrollment is increased 
to 13 students, this could increase to 
$4,000 per month. At present the 
enrollment is low for the fall. Jane 
Fredericks is addressing this.  

Schantz Organ  

Repairs were recently made to the 
organ and paid for from the organ 
fund. It was reported, however, that 
the computer in the organ will have 

to be replaced at some time in the 
(hopefully) distant future. We were 
reminded that the organ is a 
$1,000,000 instrument and these 
repairs will be expensive. It would 
benefit of the church to add to the 
organ fund for the future 
maintenance of the organ.  

Reopening of Worship  

The August newsletter will include a 
letter previously approved by council 
outlining the steps to be taken to 
safely reopen the church for 
worship.  

Other Business  

Deb Nominee stated that volunteers 
are still needed for St Paul’s Sharing 
Kitchen. She also asked if the church 
would provide school supplies and 
bags as has been done in the past. It 
was decided to wait, given the 
uncertain nature of school openings.  

With no further business to be 
brought before the council, the next 
meeting was set for August 17 at 7 
PM via Zoom. Deb Nominee moved 
to adjourn, and Linda seconded. The 
motion passed. Pastor then closed 
with prayer.  

 

COUNCIL NEWS CONTINUED 
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         Special Council Meeting  

      July 13, 2020 

Due to Covid-19 this meeting was held using  

Zoom, an audio/visual meeting app. 

Present: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Deb 

Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander, 

Jane Fruth, Anna Wildman, Linda Ellinger, Janet 

Zirger 

Absent: Amy Mills, Kelly Cook, Kelly Reis-Kelly.  

Rick called the meeting to order. 

 

This special meeting was called to discuss the 

letter that is to be sent out to the congregation 

about the re-opening of the church for live 

meeting and worship. Presently the church has 

been closed since March due to the Corona-virus.  

Council was to discuss the letter prepared by The 

Worship Re-Entry Planning Team by acting on its 

two parts: 

 1) Practicality -  the physical mechanics 

needed to re-open 

 2) The date to re-open. 

It was decided that a paragraph should be added 

to assure members that they are under no 

obligation to attend church upon its re-opening. 

Attendance should solely be determined by each 

individual taking into account their health and 

comfort level of being in a group setting amid the 

virus.  A motion to approve the mechanics of the 

 re-opening of the church was made by Linda 

Ellinger and it was seconded by Jane Fruth. The 

motion passed. 

 

Discussion then took place concerning the date of 

re-opening. Initially it was set for August 2, but 

with Pastor’s planned vacation it was felt that 

moving the date  to August 16 would allow for a 

smoother opening. Linda Ellinger moved to 

change the date to August 16, contingent on the 

status of the virus in our county and state. Bonnie 

Oberlander seconded the motion. The motion 

passed. 

 

The Council wishes to thank the Worship Re-

Entry Planning Team for the work given by each 

member to create this extremely detailed letter 

which outlines how we will attempt to worship 

together during this pandemic.  

 

It was agreed that our next meeting on July 20 at 

7:00 would be conducted on Zoom with Pastor 

arranging it.  

The meeting ended with prayer.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Linda Ellinger & Janet Zirger 

Council Co-Secretaries 

 

ADDITIONAL COUNCIL NEWS  
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