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Over the past several weeks our 
Worship Re-Entry Planning Team 
has been working diligently to 
determine the best safe practices 
that need to be put in place to 
resume in-person worship in the 
midst of life with Covid-19.  We are 
excited to announce that our doors 
will be open for worship beginning 
Sunday August 16, 2020, and we 
look forward to welcoming you.  As 
we resume in-person worship, 
please be mindful of the following 
policies and procedures that we 
are putting in place: 

 

When you arrive: 

• The parking lot will be self 
regulated.  We ask that you 
use common sense when 
parking.  Please be patient, 
kind and respectful of others as 
you arrive. 

• To limit access in and around 
the building, the doors to the 
preschool entrance and the 
sliding door entrance will be 
closed and unavailable for use.  
We ask that you use the main 
lobby doors and the lobby 
doors near the kitchen.  These 
doors will be propped open to 
minimize hand to hand contact.  
Signs will be posted to direct 
you into the worship space. 

• To further limit access in and 
around the building, the 
hallway beyond the women’s 
bathroom will be closed off to 
create a safe space for our pre-
school.  The hallway providing 
access to the offices, Sunday 

school classrooms, and library 
will also be closed off to create 
a safe working environment for 
our staff. 

• As you approach the Narthex, 
you will be greeted, asked if 
you are feeling well, and a note 
of your attendance will be 
recorded.  Hand sanitizer 
stations will be available at this 
location.  Temperatures will not 
be taken at this time.  We ask 
that if you are not feeling well 
and/or have a temperature that 
you please stay home. 

• For the safety and well being of 
everyone in attendance, we 
ask that you wear a mask if 
you are attending Worship.  If 
you do not have one, masks 
will be available at the greeter’s 
station.  Worship Leaders will 
not be required to wear a mask 
while in the chancel area or 
while leading worship.  These 
individuals will be asked to 
mask while greeting or 
interacting with congregational 
members.   

• Upon entering the Worship 
Space, you will notice that 
various pews have been roped 
off to create a safe space for 
you and your family.   

 

During Worship: 

• As we gather for worship 
somethings will be noticeably 
different, some things will 
remain very similar.  All of 
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these changes continue to allow us to offer our 
thanks and praise to God, while maintaining an 
online and on air worship presence for those 
listening from home.   

• All materials from the pew racks have been 
removed.  For this reason, all the information you 
need will be emailed in our weekly bulletin and 
projected on a large screen.  Printed copies of the 
bulletin will not be available on Sunday morning.  
If you would like a printed copy we ask that you 
either print your own and bring it from home or 
use your own mobile device to follow along.   

• For the time being we will not be sharing the 
peace, nor will we be sharing in communion.  
These will be reserved for festival occasions, and 
safe practices are still being developed on how 
bThe offering will be collected at the door.  Large 
baskets are posted to receive your gifts.  At this 
time we also encourage you to consider a direct 
deposit from your bank, or online giving.  

• Also be mindful that we will continue to stream via 
Facebook Live.  In many ways a “movie studio” 
has been created in the front of the Worship 
Space to promote a camera friendly worship 
environment.   

Following Worship: 

• While the postlude is being played, the Pastor and 
the Ushers will begin dismissing individuals and 
families.  We ask all families to remain seated until 
you are dismissed.  This is being done to avoid 
any larger group gatherings in the Narthex or 
Lobby areas.   

• There will be no Fellowship Hour at this time. 

 

Other notes about how we are trying to best protect 
you: 

• After everyone has left on Sunday, the doors to 
the Worship Space will be closed for three days to 
allow time for the room to “self-clean”.  A three 
day time period will be allotted whenever possible 
before/after all worship services.  If for some 
reason there would need to be a service within 
this three day time span, the room would be 
sanitized as necessary.   

• The remaining building will be cleaned as 
necessary with attention given to high touch areas 
(bathrooms, door knobs, light switches, etc.) 
repeatedly throughout the week.   

• Fellowship/Fundraising/Funeral Dinners:  At this 
time no meals are recommended to be held at 
First Lutheran.  However, if meals are deemed 
necessary, meals must be pre-plated and served 
from the kitchen.  When this is not possible meals 
must be catered, with catering being defined as 
someone preparing the food offsite, having the 
staff onsite to distribute/plate each meal, and that 
same staff would be responsible for cleaning up 
all food and service items.  At this time no buffets 
will be offered at First Lutheran.  

•   

• Use within the bathrooms will be self regulated.  
We ask that you are mindful of others when using 
the restrooms.  Doors into the bathrooms will be 
left open, as long as it doesn’t infringe on privacy.  
For the time being, there will not be access to the 
bathroom near the choir area on Sunday morning.     

 

As you read through these new policies and 
procedures, please know that every decision was well 
thought out and planned with the health and well 
being of everyone attending as our primary focus.  
Our planning team continually asked, Why? How? 
and When? as we considered these procedures.  
Together we want to create a safe and inviting place 
where all people feel welcome to gather, worship, and 
praise God for all of the blessings that God has given 
to us even in these uncertain times.  So it is, in that 
mindset that we look forward to welcoming you back 
to First on Sunday, August 16. 

 

Lastly, and most importantly, words of reassurance to 
everyone who does not feel comfortable attending at 
this time.  Together we realize that attending worship 
in the midst of the uncertainties around us is a 
personal decision based on each person’s health, 
comfort, and willingness to venture out.  Please know 
that we will continue to offer worship on the radio as 
well as through Facebook Live each Sunday.  
Bulletins, congregational announcements and other 
material will also be mailed out as they have been.  
We want to reassure everyone that we can still gather 
“apart . . . yet together” in person, online, and via the 
radio, and with God’s divine guidance the day will 
come soon, when all of us can one day be reunited in 
this place to offer our thanks and praise to God.   

 

God’s Blessings, 

The Worship Re-Entry Planning Team: 

Rev. Clayton J. Bailey,    Pastor 

Rick Greene,   Congregational President 

Kelly Reis-Kelly,   Congregational Vice-
President & Medical Representative 

Amy Mills,    Council Member & Medical 
Representative 

Jack Myers,    Worship and Music 
Representative 

Beth Myers,    Worship and Music 
Representative 

Deb Hohman,    Worship and Music 
Representative 

Sandra Mellott,    Congregational Member 
& Medical Representative 

 

This plan was adopted and is supported by council on 
July 13, 2020 

This plan is subject to review after three months and 
will be further reviewed in October.   
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 THANK YOU / ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

West Ohio Food Bank 

August 27th will be the next 

opportunity to lend a hand as 

we help feed Seneca County. 

 Distribution begins at 1.  

Volunteers are welcome 

anytime after noon.   

If you are in need of assistance, 

know that the line starts forming 

around 10 a.m.  Feel free to 

come early, as supplies are on a 

first-come, first-serve basis. 

Many thanks to those  

who are faithful in helping 

each month! 

2  Xavier Kelly 

  Mike Porter 

8  Joanne Dunbar 

  Mercedes Snyder 

15  Luise Zeop 

16  Kerry Eppley 

17  Joyce Lather 

18  Ellie Anderson- 

              Shawberry 

19  Diane Dunbar 

  Beth Myers 

  Keith Spitler 

  Mark Stephens 

22  Jan Hall 

  Tim Ross 

23  Austin Moneer 

25  Norman Covert 

  Nicki Reis 

28  Ray Wise 

31  Joe Carnahan 

Our current group of daycare kids 

salute the National Guard at the 

June food distribution. 

With the recent deaths of Kristi 

Loy-Hetzel, Ruth Boyer, Rudy 

Karle and Hugh Rathburn, we 

received many memorial  

contributions. Thank you to the 

following people: 

Derek & Mollie Luidhardt, the 

Dennis Karle Family, J. Dewey  

Hetzel, Doyle & Deborah Magers, 

Dale & Betsy Corfman, Pat & 

Gary Jay, John & Judy Arnold, 

Tom & Pam Basinger, Teresa 

Copp, Dolores Rider, Thomas & 

Judy Smith, Thomas Rider, The  

Magisanos, Joyce Lather, The 

Cooper Family, Judy Kimmel,  

Marjorie Lupton, The Rathburn 

Family, William & Cindy Kill, John 

Deere Company, William Hertzer, 

Mike & Ann Boes, Jane Meisner & 

Family, Jim & Kathy Fox, Phyllis  

Adelsperger, Mark & Peg Hoerig, 

Dennis & Natalie Eberly, George 

& Judy Hossler, Angelo Quagliata, 

Mike & Theresa Hoerig, Harley & 

Nearline Shaull, Tom & Deb  

Eberly, Bill & Christy Schriner, 

Kathy Slagle, Phyllis Barth, Dave & 

Sharon Lutte, Gary & Judy  

Huffman, Stan & Bonnie Bour, 

Dennis & Gita Karle, Jan Magers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Paul & Kay  

Assenheimer for a generous  

donation to be used to place a  

bench in front of First, in memory 

of their son, Mark. 

Volunteers Needed 

We need volunteers to fill 

our Sharing Kitchen  

obligations on August 17th 

and 20th. We have been 

asked to supply 2 people 

at 8:30 and an additional 4 

people at 10:30. 

Call the Office or Deb 

Nominee if you can help. 

Sandra Mellott and Sue Johnson 

thank everyone for prayers  

offered for their niece, 

Debbie (Bietz) Mangus. Debbie 

was the granddaughter of  

Erna & Albert Bietz. Please keep 

the family in your thoughts. 
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Greetings from Childhood 
Ministries!  Things have been going 
quite well in the lower level of First 
Lutheran Church. We plan to open a 
second room soon.  We now have a 
total of 12 children attending. We have 
added a couple girls to our group, we 
now have 9 boys and 3 girls.  Seven of 
the children are Preschoolers (they 
have not yet completed kindergarten) 
and five are School Age.  Of these 12, 
half are on the ODJFS daycare 
program and half are "Private Pay".   

 

We have been continuing with the 
weekly themes, but unable to do 
cooking projects with the children or 
prepare special weekly lunches related 
to our themes, including potlucks and 
grilling hot dogs and hamburgers.  The 
week before the Fourth of July, we 
enjoyed various "Red, White and Blue" 
activities.  The following week, we 
explored "Under The Sea" 
creatures.  We are currently 
discussing "Travel and Space".  We 
look forward to celebrating "Christmas 
In July" next week and will conclude 
the month with "Down On The 
Farm".  We will not be allowed to visit 
the Seneca County Fair this year, as 
we are not able to do field trips under 
our new "Pandemic rules" . 

  

We 
continue to 
clean and 
disinfect 
toys on a 
regular 
basis.  We 
also spray 
down the 
play yard 
toys 
daily.  We 
encourage the children to social 
distance, however that concept is quite 
difficult, especially for the younger 
children. 

 

Our Childhood Ministries Board has 
had many lengthy meetings, as we 
attempt to make decisions about our 
programs during this difficult time.  Our 
staff has had many conversations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about how we move forward, 
also.  Again, thanks to all of you who 
support our programs in any 
way.  Positive thoughts and prayers 
are greatly appreciated! 

 

We are planning our usual Fall 
Preschool classes for fall. At this time, 
it appears we will need smaller class 
sizes than normal.  If you or someone 
you know is interested, please give us 
a call at 419.447.1145! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
 

P.S. We are in need of a gently used 
microwave, if anyone has one they 
would like to share!     

 

GREETINGS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES! 

Holy Humor   A MILLION TO ONE 

A man trying to understand the na-

ture of God asked him: “God, how 

long is a million years to you?” God 

answered, “A million years is like a 

minute.” Then the man asked, 

“God, how much is a million dollars 

to you?” And God replied, “A mil-

lion dollars is like a penny.” Finally 

the man asked, “ God, could you 

give me a penny?” And God said, 

“In a minute!”  
A PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
Dear God, so far today, I’ve 
done all right. I haven’t 
gossiped, and I haven’t lost 
my temper. I haven’t been 
grumpy, nasty or selfish, and 
I’m really glad of that! But in a 
few minutes, God, I’m going to 
get out of bed, and from then 
on, I’m probably going to need 
a lot of help. Thank you! 
Amen.  
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VIEWS FROM PRESCHOOL DRIVE 

THROUGH PICK-UP/GRADUATION 

Miss Ashley 

said her 

year-end 

good-bye 

to her little  

learners. 

 

 

 

Miss Mindy and Miss 

Barb greeted their 4/5 

kids, sending the 5 year 

old kiddos into  

Kindergarten with a 

hug and a solid  

learning foundation. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

 
 

Income
 

Parish

C.M.

 
 

Expenses              

Parish

C.M. 

 
 

Total Income 

Less Expenses      
 

God is among us! 

We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile, and trust God for all that we need. 

First Lutheran  

Church Council Meeting 

 June 15, 2020  

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Greene. We 

met via Zoom Meetings due to the Corona virus situation. 

Participating in the meeting were: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, 

Deb Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander and Amy Mills, Kelly Cook, 

Janet Zirger and Linda Ellinger. Absent were Kelly-Reis Kelly, 

Anna Wildman and Jane Fruth. Pastor Bailey led us in prayer.  

Minutes: The minutes from the May 20th meeting were sent 

previously via email. Bonnie Oberlander moved to accept the 

minutes, seconded by Amy Mills. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Rick reported that Jane has stated that we 

are solvent at the moment. Her report was then tabled until 

later, as she was unavailable to attend the meeting.  

Old Business  

The pre-school opening The preschool opened June 15th 

following its closure due to Covid 19. There are currently 9 

children registered, 7 of whom were present on the first day. 

Bonnie reported that Jane Frederick’s overall view for the first 

day was positive. The teachers are required to wear masks 

throughout the day, but the children are not. Pastor reported 

that the fine mister bottles which were obtained for sanitizing the 

toys worked well.  

FLC Opening The Re-Entry Committee organizing the re-opening 

of church for worship hopes to finalize their recommendations 

soon for council to approve. Once approved, a letter will be 

sent to the congregation. At the moment, the target date is 

August 1, but the committee is aware that other churches are 

opening July 1 and that will be considered when they meet this 

week.  

Security for the pre-school The committee is headed by John 

Swope and is in the process of obtaining three estimates from 

contractors for the door that separates the church from the 

preschool. Pastor stated that there should be more people on 

this committee.  

Staffing Mike Porter will not be available to return to work until 

after August 27th. It may be necessary to extend John Bailey’s 

hours because of the added time to disinfect the pre-school. It 

was also decided that the last person in the building should be 

responsible for locking the church due to limited occupancy of 

the building because of Covid 19 and that CCC is no longer 

seeing clients in our church after regular staff has departed. 

Financial Report 

Month ending 

June 2020 

  Month  YTD 

Income 

Parish $11,729  $100,068 

C.M. 2,932 $49,726 

 $14,661 $149,794 

 

Expenses 

Parish $22,273 $103,685 

C.M.  $4,686 $42,383 

 $26,959 $146,068 

 

Total Income   

Less Expenses:($12,298) $3,725 

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

Linda moved to no longer pay someone 

$10 per day to lock the building. Janet 

seconded and the motion passed.  

BBQ Fundraiser for the Youth Gathering 

The BBQ went well raising approximately 

$1400. Pastor reported that the 

registration for the Youth Gathering is 

delayed and the sponsors are 

investigating options, because of Covid 

19 concerns.  

New Business There was no new business 

brought before council.  

Other Business Pastor reported that he 

has now been at First for four years. He’s 

been very busy with all things related to 

(Continued on page 7) 

We appreciate 

your gifts. The QR 

code will take you 

to our online giving 

page. 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

the Covid 19 issue. He discussed the possibility of 

having Confirmation this year on Reformation 

Sunday. First Communion is yet to be determined. 

Once church has started again, we may have to 

consider having communion on Festival days only.  

With no further business to be brought before the 

council, the next meeting was set for July 20th at 7 

PM. We are tentatively planning on meeting outside 

at the church, weather permitting. Kelly Cook 

moved to adjourn, and Deb Nominee seconded. 

The motio n passed. Pastor then closed with prayer.  

 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday 

August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

9
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

10
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

11
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

12
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

13
th

 Sunday of 
Pentecost 

Lector: 
Shelley Ross 

Lector: 
Bailey Family 

 

Lector: 
Melissa  
Chester 

 

Lector: 
Melissa  
Chester 

 

Lector: 
Shelley Ross 

 

Free Flowing Worship 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone to join him in the 

Chapel on Wednesday, August 19th and 26th 

 from 2 – 4 p.m.  

or  

 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   

 

You may use this time for personal prayer, healing 

anointing oil, and/or communion.   

 

Pastor will not be available  

August 5th and 12th, 

due to vacation and travel. 

 

 Beginning Wednesday, August 19th, we will return to 

the regular Wednesdays with the Pastor times. 

WEED WARRIORS would 

welcome hands of any 

age to help water and 

weed the planters and 

flower beds on the church 

grounds.  

AUGUST  Lawn Mowers 

August 6-12   John Kobelt 

August 13-19   Pete Myers 

August 20 26   Jim Ruess 

August 27-Sept 2   John Kobelt 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Linda Ellinger 
Co-Council Secretary 

FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS 

OTHER NEWS  
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POSSIBLE JANITORIAL  

POSITION 

Your assistance may be needed for the Fall 

in helping to clean the church and school. 

At this time, we are hopeful that Mike Porter 

will be returning at the end of August.  

However, there is a chance his post with the 

National Guard may be extended into the 

Fall. If that happens, we may need your 

help. The position includes daily cleaning 

and sanitizing of the church/school areas. If 

you are interested or would like to know 

more, please contact Rick Greene or  

Pastor Bailey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural King has contacted us offering a 

unique way their customers can support 

Christian organizations registered as 501(c)3, 

which we are. Their program is called 

Church Week. 

During Church Week if customers upload 

their receipts (dated August 2-15) to: 
www.ruralking.com/churchweek 

and choose First Lutheran, Rural King will  

donate 10% of each valid receipt’s total  

after sales tax to the registered organization 

chosen by the customer. The deadline for 

registering receipts is September 1, 2020. 

All donations to organizations will be  

provided by September 15, 2020  

by our local Rural King.  

In an excerpt from their letter they say: 

Christian organizations do so much to bless 

our local communities. Now is the time for all 

of us to bless them. If you have any  

questions, please email  
churchweek@ruralking.com 

Thank you for everything you do for your 

community. 

Many thanks to Rural King for supporting 

Christian Organizations! 

 

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER... 
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