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I’d like for you to rewind the clock 

with me for just a moment.  Back to 

last November or early December.  

You know the good old days when 

we were able to gather for 

worship, meetings, and Bible 

studies.  So there we were enjoying 

the “good old days” without even 

knowing what was coming our way 

in regards to Covid-19, and I 

began to challenge Worship and 

Music to consider ways that we live 

out our Mission Statement.  In case 

you forgot what it is, here’s a kind 

reminder: 

“God is among us!” 

“We are called to go out, 

care for all,  

share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile, and trust God  

for all that we need.” 

As I was preparing to move us into 

pondering the “mission portion” of 

our Mission Statement, I asked 

Worship and Music to consider how 

do we take worship outside and 

into the community as “We are 

called to go out . . .” In our 

meeting, it wasn’t quite a deer in 

the headlights look that stared 

back at me, but it wasn’t too far 

off.  No one objected, but it was 

definitely of a matter of practicality 

and thinking, “you want to do 

what?”  Little did any of us know 

moving worship beyond the walls 

of our Worship Space would 

become the “new norm” for us as 

we are now half way through 2020.   

Personally, I think it is kind of 

exciting.  Although, I will admit 

leading worship on Sunday 

morning reminds me just how big 

that space is when it is empty, and 

I do honestly miss seeing all of you.  

Yet, it’s still exciting to know that in 

posting our worship on Facebook 

Live we have reached an entirely 

new congregation!  If you are 

watching have you ever looked 

through all of the names?  Do you 

recognize all of them?  Probably 

not!  That’s a good thing, because 

it means we are connecting with 

others who long for a relationship 

with Jesus Christ.  Another benefit is 

that now you can join others for 

worship when is convenient for 

you.  If you want to watch at 10 

p.m. before bed, you can do that.  

If it is easier to watch on Monday or 

Tuesday you can do that to.  If you 

loved my message so much that 

you want to hear it again and 

again, you can easily do that.  Or, 

if you just miss seeing my smiling 

face, you can drop on to 

Facebook and smile along with me 

any time.  If you haven’t visited us 

on Facebook and seen how it calls 

us out into the world, I would 

encourage you do to so.  Simply 

visit facebook.com/

firstlutherantiffin 

Another wonderful blessing in living 

out our Mission Statement has 

been our Parking Lot Worship  

Services.  If you haven’t made 

either one of these, you have  

 
Sunday Worship: 

10:00 a.m.  

Join us for worship: 

Broadcast live on 93.3 FM 

or 1600 AM and as we 

livestream on Facebook  

firstlutherantiffin 
 

All worship services within 

the physical walls of  

First Lutheran are  

suspended until further  

notice. 
 

Wednesday 
Times of Reflection: 

2-4 and 5:30-7:30 for  

Individuals who wish  

a blessing, meditation,  

private communion 
 

Council Meeting: 
Next Digital Council Mtg is 

June 15th at 7 pm. 
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missed something special.  I am forever grateful for the relationships that I share with Pastor Doug DeVos and 

Pastor Marilyn Coney.  Together we share a passion for the gospel that strengthens us in the midst of these 

uncertain times.  Together we make a pretty good team of worship leaders especially when combined with 

our seminarians!  Indeed we are blessed, and it was a blessing to see smiling faces, to see a parking lot full, to 

hear horns honking, and to be the body of Christ in the world, gathered not as individual congregations, but 

as a community of faith!  As we finished putting things away after our Pentecost service the three of us as 

pastors looked to one another and asked “when is the next one?”  If we look at major festivals, Christmas 

comes next, and I think I’d rather be sitting inside my warm car than leading from a cold outdoor stage for 

that one.   Still it makes you wonder, how are we called to go out in all situations? 

Of course the question still remains, when will we gather for in person worship? I wish I knew an answer to that.  

We have a great planning team that is working on the best way to keep you and your family safe in the midst 

of these uncertain times.  Each week we reflect on the various aspects of what it means to reopen the doors.  

There are plenty of details to consider, and as everything continues to evolve, so do our plans.  And, truth be 

told, once they are formed, they may need to be changed again.  So be patient with us.  This is not a 

decision that I, council, or our planning team is taking lightly.  That’s a good thing, because in the end every 

decision we make is for your best benefit.   

For now, I pray that you continue to stay safe and are healthy.  I further pray that you remember your own 

calling as faithful followers of Christ, and that ministry calls us out and into the world in which we live! 

God’s Blessings, 

Views from 
our  

Parking 

Lot 

Pentecost 

Service 
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 THANK YOU / ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

TRANSITIONS 

West Ohio Food Bank 

June  25th will be the next opportunity to lend a hand as we help feed 

Seneca County. 
 

 Distribution begins at 1.  Volunteers are welcome anytime after noon.   

 

If you are in need of assistance, know that the line starts forming 

around 10 a.m.  Feel free to come early, as supplies are on a first-come, 

first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to those who are faithful in helping each month! 

1  Stacey Gebauer 

  Elise Meyer 

3  Brad Rathburn 

6  Ray Wise, Jr. 

9  Brad Clouse 

11  Chloe Eppley 

  Sam Roszman 

13  Paula Pauly 

14  Zaine Reis 

  Griffin Ringle 

15  Megan Guisinger 

18  Olivia Bosse 

19  Ryan Clouse 

  Guillermo Munoz 

  Joyce Schrenk 

25  Steve Livoti 

  Bonnie Oberlander 

  Greg Wildman 

26  Paul Fruth 

27  Garret Kelly 

  Harry Smith 

29  Judy May 

Ruth Boyer 

Feb. 21, 1926 

May 19, 2020 

A HUGE THANK YOU and   

to the Kelly family and friends for 

all of their work to make the  

Annual BBQ a blazing success. 

Thanks  

also go to Barb Vogel and the 

Youth (and their parents) for their  

contributions, both seen and un-

seen. It takes a village to pull off 

an event like this, and we  

certainly have an  

awesome village! 

Please keep the families of Kristi 

Loy-Hetzel and Ruth Boyer in 

your prayers. Both families are 

planning Celebration of Life  

services when it is safe to do so. 

 

It is worth noting that Kristi’s sister 

is battling health issues, and not 

only is she dealing with Kristi’s 

death, but her husband recently 

passed away unexpectedly. 

Prayers are much appreciated! 

Thanks to Friends at the Elks, 

there is a new bench placed 

under the tree by the Preschool 

playground in memory of Chris 

English. Check it out the next 

time you come into the  

parking lot! 

Chicken BBQ Behind the 

Scenes 
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Greetings from Childhood Ministries!   

 

I have continued cleaning, organizing, shredding old files and taking phone calls from interested parents.  Pastor and I 
have spent much of this week meeting and going over the Mandatory Child Care Rules for Responsible Restart Ohio, 
as we discussed how to best implement the new rules for our program while keeping the safety of the church family and 
our Extended Care families first and foremost.    

Much thought and discussion was given to this, as we prepared to meet May 21
st
 with the Childhood Ministries Board 

for their discussion, guidance and approval.  Hopefully, we will be able to open some time in June, with several 
modifications to our program.  

It will be wonderful to have the children back in our center as we work together to continue our mission to care for the 
children in our community. We will continue to take registration for our Fall programs as we closely monitor the changes 
affecting them.  Thank you for your concerns and prayers, as it is greatly appreciated during these uncertain times. 

We have also continued on-line registration for our summer and fall programs.  If you, or someone you know is 
interested, please go to firstlutheran.com, hit tab for Preschool/Extended Care, print needed forms, complete and mail 
with registration fee to FLP/FLEC, 300 Melmore St. Tiffin, Ohio 44883.   

If you have any questions, please call 419.447.1145. If I do not answer, please leave a message and I will get back to 
you ASAP.  I am also available for tours, if interested.  Hopefully, we will be able to get back to (a new) normal soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
      

NEWS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES 

Holy Humor   
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

 

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday 

June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

Trinity Sunday 
2

nd
 Sunday of 

Pentecost 
3

rd
 Sunday of 

Pentecost 
4

th
 Sunday of 

Pentecost 

Lector Lector Lector Lector 

JUNE Lawn Mowers 

   June 4-10 Steve Livoti 

June 11-17 Jim Ruess 

June 18-July 1 Deb & Rick Nominee 

July 2-8 John Kobelt 

Thank You 

Many thanks to everyone who supported the Mobile BBQ for our youth!  Together, your generosity helped to 

raise over $1400 for our trip to the National Gathering in 2021.  Many thanks as well to Heith Kelly for serving as 

our “grill master”, Kelly Reis-Kelly for all of the yummy cupcakes, and to Rock Run for assisting with our side 

dishes.  Together it was a great event for everyone, and who knows maybe it’s the first of many Mobile Meals 

from First Lutheran! 

Mobile Meal check-in and payment station. 

Mobile Meal Delivery Crew. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

We appreciate your 

gifts. The QR code 

will take you to our 

online giving page. 

 
 

Income
 

Parish

C.M.

 
 

Expenses              

Parish

C.M. 

 
 

Total Income 

Less Expenses      
 

God is among us. We are called to go out, care for all, 
share the gospel, forgive, reconcile, and trust God for all that we 

need. 
First Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

April 20, 2020 
 

Due to Covid-19 this meeting was held using Google Meet, 
arranged by Jane Fruth.  

 

Present: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Deb Nominee, Kelly 

Cook, Bonnie Oberlander, Anna Wildman, Kelly Reis-Kelly, 

Jane Fruth, Linda Ellinger, Janet Zirger 

Absent: Amy Mills 
Rick called the meeting to order. A moment of silence was 
observed for Kristi Loy-Hetzel who was a member of this 
Council and who recently passed away.  
 
Approve March minutes: Jane motioned to accept, Kelly Reis-
Kelly seconded, motion passed. 
 
March financial report: Jane reported that revenue was higher 
than last year. To date our income is greater than our expenses 
and we are in the black. However revenue from our Preschool 
has stopped effective March 15 when the school closed due to 
Covid-19. Cost of trash pick-up was cut in half to make up for an 
over charge in our contract. Linda moved to accept the 
treasurer’s report. Bonnie seconded. The motion passed.  
 
Old Business:  Bonnie gave an update on the security upgrade to 
the preschool entrance. John Swope will head the committee. 
Due to the Covid-19 virus the committee will be put on hold 
until a later date when people are allowed to assemble. 
  
Entrance rugs. Linda moved to investigate the purchase of 

entrance rugs. At present Kimmel’s picks up and cleans the 
rugs and mops weekly. In an effort to save money, Pastor will 
contact Kimmel’s about the cost of purchasing rugs or 
changing our current plan. Kelly Cook seconded the motion. 
The motion passed.  

Counseling Connections Center-They have decided to re-locate 
to a new office space on Miami Street beside Lutheran Social 
Services. They will send a check for $650 for their April rent. 
Their last day here is April 30.  

 
New business: 
-Staffing. Mike Porter, our custodian, has been called up to 
National Guard Duty for probably one month. He will be 
commuting back and forth from Toledo to assist with food 
distribution at food banks. He hopes to clean in the evenings  
 

Financial Report 

Month ending April 2020 

   

  Month          YTD 

Income 

 

Parish  $15,940             $61,258 

C.M.  $  2,330             $45,929 

  $18,270             107,187 

 

Expenses               

Parish  $17,867             $60,028 

C.M.   $  4,110             $33,698 

  $21,977             102,726 

 

Total Income  

Less Expenses      ($3,707)              $4,461  

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

 

doing sanitizing and then do bathrooms, 
etc on the weekends. Jane is going to 
check with some of her  
management team to see if there are any 
opportunities/programs that can offer 
some unemployment funds for our pre-
school staffers.  
- West Ohio food bank will be here 
Thursday, April 23. We will be assisted 
by the 
National Guard.  
• Money Counters- We are in need of 

people to help with this. Members of 
council will step up to help. Pastor 
will put out an “all call” to the  

• congregation in his weekly blog. He 
will also remind members that the  

Continued on page 7 
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 NEWS  

Continued from Page 6 

use of electronic transfer is a 
safe and easy way to send in 
their contributions during this 
time of quarantine.  
 
Pastor’s Report:  
Pastor has been sending 

Council a weekly report with 
updates regarding things 
happening around First.  

Pastor will be sending a survey 
in an email to the members 
of the congregation. It will 
be polling members to find 
out how they wish to re-open 
the church to worship        
together. Information 
gathered from the survey, 
together with information 
from  the Bishop who meets 
weekly with the Governor, 
will hopefully give us the 
guidance to make worship a 
safe and comfortable place to 
gather.  

Homework packets were sent 
out to our Confirmation 
students. The material is a   
curriculum that Pastor wrote 
several years ago. 

 
Committee Reports:  

Property - With our services 
now being streamed on 
Facebook we may need to 
check our wi-fi speed into 
the Nave. Also with the 
Counseling Center leaving, 
Pastor’s office will be 
without wi-fi. Kelly will add 
a router and Powerline 
adapter to fix this problem. 
He will meet with Pastor on 
Thursday to put this in place. 
Also our annual Fire Safety 
review will take place 
Tuesday. They test the fire 
alarms and check to make 
sure everything is working 
so that the fire department 

can be contacted in case of a fire. 
American Fire will check the fire 
extinguishers this summer.  

Parish Ed. - no report 
Worship & Music - no report 
Childhood Ministry - Due to Covid

-19 Governor Dewine has 
suspended school for the 
remainder of the school year. In 
the past we have offered summer 
school but we will have to wait 
and see what he will be allowing 
for the summer. Jane is pleased 
with the Fall registrations that she 
has received so far for our 
preschool.  

 
Next meeting: Due to Covid-19 we 
will meet using Google Meet on 
Monday, May 18th at 7:00.  
 

Devotions next meeting:  
Pastor Bailey will be doing this 
from now on using a prepared 

program from the Synod. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Janet Zirger  Co-Council Secretary 

Wednesday’s With Pastor 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone 

to join him in the Chapel on 

Wednesday from 2 – 4 p.m. or 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You may 

use this time for personal 

prayer, healing anointing oil, 

and communion.  This is also a 

great opportunity pick up your 

quarterly devotions, or to leave 

your tithes and offerings.   Our 

only request is that we all 

practice good social 

distancing skills while here.  If 

you see another individual/

family in the chapel, please be 

patient and wait in the hallway 

until invited inside.  Also, if you 

feel ill in any way, shape, or 

form, or if you are 

uncomfortable going out, 

please stay home.  

 

NOTE: If you are in need of 

cloth masks, please know we 

do have a supply available, 

donated by makers at 

Crosswaeh. 

Portals of Prayer 

If you are a regular  

reader of Portals of 

Prayer, a publication for 

personal and family 

devotions, stop and pick 

up a copy! If you prefer, 

a copy could be 

delivered to your home. 

We have a number of 

April-June copies of 

this publication  

available. 

Everyone, including the local wildlife, 

is anxious for the church doors to 

open for ‘normal’ worship! 
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First Lutheran Church 
 

300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323 

Office Hours:  Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Website: firstlutherantiffin.com   E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net 
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