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“God is among us!” 

“We are called to go out, care for 

all, share the gospel, forgive, 

reconcile, and trust God for all that 

we need.” 

I hope that these words are familiar 

to you.  You may not have them 

memorized.  However, you should 

recognize them as the Mission 

Statement of First Lutheran Church.  

The question is how do we 

celebrate and share our mission 

when we are living life separated 

one from another? 

Last year, as we had  begun to 

rekindle the meaning and 

understanding of our Mission 

Statement, we focused on the 

words, “God is among us!”  Indeed 

God is among us whether we are 

gathered together or living apart.  

God is among us in Word and 

Sacrament.  God is among us in 

the gift of life and breath.  God is 

among us as creation blooms forth 

from the slumber of winter.  God is 

among us as his Spirit is poured out 

on all nations.  There is no doubt 

that God is and always will be 

among us! 

The challenge then becomes living 

out the rest of our Mission 

Statement.  This year our key 

phrase for reflection centers on the 

words “We are called to go out, 

care for all . . .”  How in the world 

do we do that in days such as 

these?  My friends, I believe this 

isn’t as hard as it may seem. 

First, lets recognize that we are all 

out in the world.  Our church has 

been turned inside out and upside 

down by the coronavirus.  We are 

a church in the world gathered in 

the comforts of our living rooms or 

gathered around kitchen tables.  

We are a church that can worship 

just as we are even as we sit in our 

pj’s with coffee cups still in hand (I 

wish I could try coming to worship 

in my pj’s!).  We are a church in the 

world, called out from the four 

walls of our own worship space, 

into the homes and lives of 

countless others who are seeking a 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Indeed, we are called to go out, 

and while we may not be 

together, we are still living out our 

Mission Statement. 

Second, we are called to care for 

one another and the world God 

made.  Again, we may be asking, 

how do we do this in such a time 

as these?  Fortunately, we are 

blessed with a wonderful 

opportunity to care for one 

another, further allowing us live out 

our Mission Statement.  That 

opportunity comes in the form of a 

Government Stimulus Check.  You 

may have had yours direct 

deposited already, or you may be 

waiting for it to arrive in the mail.  

Either way, have you thought  

about how you are going to use it?  

Even if you have, I’d like to offer  
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Continued from page 1 

the following suggestion...that you use some of it to show you care for all. 

Here’s what I mean.  In our house we are going to tithe (a biblical term which means give 10%) our Stimulus 

Check.  However, rather than write one check to the church, we have decided to share the abundance that 

has been shared with us in order to reflect how we “care for all”.  We spent some time around the dinner ta-

ble sharing conversation, asking one another how would you spend your 10%? Who would you give it to?  

John said he’d like to give his 10% to St. Jude to help children in need with cancer.  Andrew said he’d like to 

help support local businesses and asked if we could use his 10% to “shop local” and get a few nice meals “to 

go.”  Wendy and I decided we would share our tithe between First Lutheran, the West Ohio Food Bank, and 

the Bearcat Pantry located at the University of Cincinnati.   

It was a great conversation shared around our dinner table about how we are called to care for all.  I would 

encourage you do to the same.  If you have kids sitting around the table with you, ask them as well.  It’s a 

great way to be a disciple of Jesus, model stewardship, and embrace our Mission Statement.  Ask yourselves 

what are you passionate about?  How can you help support those causes during this unprecedented time?  

Can you afford to give 10%, 20%, or more away?  Can you afford to be generous with those whom you are 

passionate about?  I believe we can! I pray that you would join me in celebrating our generosity with those 

we are passionate about. I pray that you might remember First Lutheran as one of the many places that you 

are passionate about as well.  

For together we are the church!  We are the church called out into the world.  We are the church called to 

care for one another.  We are the church celebrating the good news that “God is among us!” 

Stay safe, healthy, and be well! 

L to R—Pastors Bailey, Coney and DeVos as co-celebrants 

Above: A view of a portion of the cars in the parking lot 

for our Drive-In style Easter Worship Service. Nearly 100 

cars filled the lot by 10:00, and neighbors in lawn chairs  

watched from their driveways! 

Easter Worship Drive-In Style 

Right: 

Group shot of the youth  

helpers. (other than this photo 

they WERE socially distanced)! 

A special THANK YOU to  

Bookmyer Printing for donating the labor 

and supplies for our Easter bulletins.  

Consider them for your printing needs! 
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 THANK YOU / ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

Thank you to Bob and Janet 

Meyer for passing on a 

generous donation from 

Charles and Patty Cole… 

Words from the accompanying 

card’s message, “This is a small 

gift for your church welcoming 

these creative ideas at such a 

difficult time. Thank you and stay 

well”. 

West Ohio Food Bank 

April 23rd will be the next 

opportunity to lend a hand as 

we help feed Seneca County. 

 

 Distribution begins at 1.  

Volunteers are welcome anytime 

after noon.   

 

If you are in need of assistance, 

know that the line starts forming 

around 10 a.m.  Feel free to 

come early, as supplies are on a 

first-come, first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to those who are 

faithful in helping each month! 

1  Bev Wheatley-93 

2  Deb Crerar 

3  McClain Meyer 

  Julia Wildman 

  Missy Woessner 

4  Hemant Bhagat 

  Michael Hampshire 

6  Jack Myers 

8  Bobby English 

10  Pete Myers 

12  Paula Guisinger 

13  Jamie Lodermeier-Fay 

15  Lori Hampshire 

16  Jamie Swope 

  Karen Swope 

17  Margaret Marshall-101 

18  Gracie Chester 

19  Jean Covert-94 

20  Lincoln Blott 

  William Hertzer 

  Diane Reser 

21  June Cole 

29  Robyn Cook 

31  Brent Phares 

Thank you to everyone who 

worked in any way to make our 

Drive-In style parking lot Easter 

service a reality. 

A special thanks goes out to all 

who followed social distancing 

procedures and attended the 

service as we worshipped, 

“Apart, yet Together”. 

Attendees found that 

celebration and joy can be found 

in many ways! 

Below: View of a portion of our  

parking lot on WOFB distribution day, 

April 23, 2020. Our lot had multiple 

lines of cars, front-to-back and 

side-to-side!  

We also appreciated the presence 

of the National Guard as they  

provided extra manpower. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Our free will offering gathered 

Easter Sunday totaled $523, 

which will be used by  

First Call for Help to aid  

families in need. 

With pallets of food in the 

middle, cars drove through 

either side of the products 

that were loaded by  

volunteers. A steady stream 

of cars with filled cargo 

space were then directed 

to exit via our north side 

driveway. It was a busy  

afternoon! 

A big thank you to all the folks 

who sent cards for my birthday. 

Your kind words were very much 

appreciated. Thank You, 

Jerry Wheatley 
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Greetings from Childhood Ministries!   

 

Due to COVID-19, many things have changed at First Lutheran Preschool/Extended Care.  My co-workers and the 
children are not here!  It is very quiet, lacking the chatter and laughter that is normally in the background. I have been 
working Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, while locking myself in the basement.  My biggest accomplishment was to 
write a Risk Management policy for our center. This is something that our insurance company has asked about in the 
past.  Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) encourages it. Also, for my Professional Development Plan for SUTQ, I was required 
to write a personal goal and a goal for our center. This is what I chose as my personal goal and I am happy to report 
that it is finished. I have also been working on other little projects, as well as cleaning, organizing and shredding old 
files. 

 

We have also begun on-line registration for our summer and fall programs.  If you, or someone you know is interested, 
please go to firstlutheran.com, hit tab for Preschool/Extended Care, print needed forms, complete and mail with 
registration fee to FLP/FLEC, 300 Melmore St. Tiffin, Ohio 44883.  If you have any questions, please call 419.447.1145. 
If I do not answer, please leave a message and I will get back to you ASAP.  I am also available for tours, if 
interested.  Hopefully, we will be able to get back to (a new) normal soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 
      

NEWS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES 

Holy Humor   
Found on a church sign: 

 

THOU SHALT NOT TRY ME 

Mom 24:7 
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WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

 

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday 

May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 

Fourth Sunday 
of Easter 

Fifth Sunday  
of Easter 

Sixth Sunday 
of Easter 

Seventh  
Sunday of 

Easter 

Pentecost 

(Wear red) 

Lector Melissa Chester Melissa Chester    

May Lawn Mowers 

May   7—Mark Eppley 

May 14—Bob Fruth 

May 21—Shawn Vallery 

May 28—Steve Livoti 

 

 

A Congregational Survey on Covid-19 

We could use your assistance.  A Congregational 

Survey has been put together to help us better 

understand and consider how we may 

reintegrate worship and several faith practices 

that revolve around worship.  Your thoughts and 

opinions are greatly appreciated as we move 

forward.  If you didn’t get the email link or 

haven’t filled out the survey yet, would you 

please take a moment to do so.  The survey can 

be found at:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G5WSY2X  

What Does Worship Look Like  

for the Next Few Months? 

This is a great question that we really don’t know the 

answer to quite yet. With the original guidance 

provided by the CDC, Governor’s Office, and the 

Northwestern Ohio Synod, the Council of First 

Lutheran adopted to suspend all in-house activities 

for eight weeks. This meant we would gather for 

worship beginning May 17th. However, these are 

uncertain times, and there are many uncertainties 

and questions that need addressed before we 

resume physical worship together. Under the 

guidance of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, the 

Executive Committee has decided to suspend 

physical worship gatherings through the month of 

May. These decisions do not come lightly, and as we 

seek further guidance from the CDC, Governor’s 

Office and the Synod we realize for the safety and 

well-being of everyone there can be no rush to 

return to things as they once had been. We ask for 

your patience and prayers as we consider these 

decisions, and know that we look forward to the 

opportunity when we can gather together again! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G5WSY2X
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COUNCIL NEWS 

We appreciate your 

gifts. The QR code 

will take you to our 

online giving page. 

 
 

Income
 

Parish

C.M.

 
 

Expenses              

Parish

C.M. 

 
 

Total Income 

Less Expenses      
 

First Lutheran Church Special 

Council Meeting, Amended 

March 23, 2020  

  

A special meeting of FLC 

Council was called at 7:00 PM 

on March 23, 2020 by President 

Rick Greene.  Due to the 

coronavirus issue, the meeting 

was held using Google Meet, 

an audio/visual meeting app.  

This was arranged by Jane 

Fruth.  

  

Present at the meeting were:  

Rick Greene, Anna Wildman, 

Pastor Bailey, 

Bonnie Oberlander, Jane Fruth    

Deb Nominee, Kelly Cook,    

Janet Zirger, Kelly Kelly, and    

Linda Ellinger  

  

The meeting was called to 

order by President Rick Greene 

with prayer.  The purpose of 

the meeting was to discuss the 

monthly rental for the new 

counseling center, a for-profit 

counseling center.    

  

History: The Christian 

Counseling Center was paying 

$500 per month which 

included gas and electricity.  

The CCC was a non-profit, and 

therefore, no real estate taxes 

were due.  The new counseling 

center is a for-profit entity and 

therefore the church will be 

charged real estate taxes at 

the commercial rate to be in 

excess of $2,000 for 

approximately 1100 square 

feet.  This is an added financial 

burden for the church, 

necessitating an increase in 

monthly rent.  

 

 

Following discussion, Linda 

Ellinger moved to offer the new 

counseling center a monthly 

rent of $675 and give the 

negotiators the option to 

reduce the rent proportionally if 

there is a reduction of the 

square footage rented.   Jane 

Fruth seconded, and the 

motion passed with one 

dissenting vote.       

  

There were no further items to 

discuss and Rick ended the 

meeting with a prayer.    

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda J. Ellinger, Co-Secretary  

Financial Report 

Month ending March 2020 

   

  Month          YTD 

Income 

 

Parish  $11,896             $45,318 

C.M.  $12,092             $43,598 

  $23,988             $88,916 

 

Expenses               

Parish  $21,718             $51,161 

C.M.   $10,793             $29,575 

  $32,511             $82,736 

 

Total Income  

Less Expenses      ($8,523)              $8,180  

 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

Due to the restrictions on in-

person gatherings, Council 

meetings will be held using an 

online format until COVID-19 

Social–distancing guidelines 

are lifted. 
 

Remember to let your 

opinions be known by  

taking the survey  

explained on page 5: 

https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/

G5WSY2X 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G5WSY2X
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G5WSY2X
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G5WSY2X
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 NEWS  

 Wednesday’s With Pastor 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone 

to join him in the Chapel on 

Wednesday from 2 – 4 p.m. or 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You may 

use this time for personal pray-

er, healing anointing oil, and 

communion.  This is also a great 

opportunity pick up your quar-

terly devotions, your LEGO Lent 

pieces, or to leave your tithes 

and offerings.   Our only request 

is that we all practice good so-

cial distancing skills while here.  

If you see another individual/

family in the chapel, please be 

patient and wait in the hallway 

until invited inside.  Also, if you 

feel ill in any way, shape, or 

form, or if you are uncomforta-

ble going out, please stay 

home.  

Counseling Connections Center 

Counseling Connections  

Center is announcing its upcom-

ing move to a new location.  It 

was a bittersweet decision for 

them to leave First Lutheran 

Church and they would like to 

express their gratitude to Pastor 

Bailey, council president Rick 

Greene, and the entire congre-

gation for your support during 

their transition from Christian 

Counseling Center to Counsel-

ing Connections Center.  FLC 

has been a second home to all 

of the team members for many 

years and they have truly en-

joyed their time here. The coun-

seling center is relocating to 676 

Miami St. Suite C where they will 

carry on their original vision and 

mission. CCC plans to open the 

doors at the new office space 

on May 4th in order to continue 

to serve the community they 

love.  For more information 

please visit their website at 

www.ccctiffin.com, email tif-

finconnect@gmail.com, or call 

the office at 419-447-8111. 

A Time for Generosity 

These are unprecedented times for all of us including the church.  Without 

physically gathering for worship on a weekly basis it is much more 

challenging to gather an offering.  We greatly appreciate your generosity 

in supporting everything at First Lutheran, and we want to be sure that we 

are able to continue our ministry well into the future.  However, we cannot 

do that without your assistance and generosity.  As a quick reminder there 

are many and various ways that you can financially support First: 

You can mail a check to the church office.  Our address is 300 

Melmore Street  Tiffin, OH 44883 

You can visit our website and click on the “Donate Now” tab.  Our 

webpage can be found at www.firstlutherantiffin.com 

You can contact your bank, and have them do an automated 

transfer, or automated check which can be sent to First.   

Which ever way you choose, we pray that you would consider keeping up 

with your regular giving, and that you might prayerfully consider increasing 

your gift if you are able.  We ask this knowing that we have relied on both 

the tuition of the preschool and the rental income of the Counseling 

Center to help make ends meet.  With the suspension of the preschool 

and the relocation of the Counseling Center, our financial viability may 

not be as certain well into the future.  Your generosity will help continue to 

support First Lutheran during these uncertain times.  Thank you for all of 

your faithful support. 

http://www.ccctiffin.com/
mailto:tiffinconnect@gmail.com
mailto:tiffinconnect@gmail.com
http://www.firstlutherantiffin.com
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PENTECOST 

      

         

THINK RED FOR PENTECOST! 

 

It’s time to order geraniums for Pentecost!  

If you would like a geranium in honor or 

memory of a family member or friend, please 

send a note to the church, including names, 

and your donation. You may also call the 

church and give Ruth your information, then 

either send or drop off your donation.  

Remember to indicate that your donation is for  

geraniums, so that we have correct  

information for Jane Fruth! 
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