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The sun begins to rise.  Mary wakes 

from her slumber, the Sabbath is 

over, and she is free from the 

quarantine of the previous day.  

She makes her way to the tomb of 

her teacher and friend.  So much 

has happened in the past few 

days that everything seems surreal.  

It’s hard to know what to believe.  

All she knows is that the world is a 

much different place than it once 

was. 

With fear and hesitation, she goes 

forth to the garden.  The tomb is 

open!  “How can this be?”  “Who 

did this?”  “What have they done 

to my Lord?” she ponders.  In the 

midst of her doubts and fears, the 

angel of the Lord appears, “Do not 

be afraid.”   The good news is 

shared the Son has risen! 

Mary’s story might sound a bit 

familiar and it should, as it is the 

story of Easter where God, through 

Christ overcomes the power of sin 

and death.  While we have heard 

this story time and time again, this 

year it seems we can relate a bit 

more.  The quarantine and 

solitude.  The fear and doubt.  

Death and the surprising changes 

taking place around the world.  

Mary experienced them all, as 

have we as the world adjust to 

Covid-19.  Things were different 

then.  Things are different now. 

Yet, in the midst of our doubts and 

fears, there is hope.  Hope 

revealed for Mary.  Hope revealed 

for us.  As Mary is greeted by the 

angel words of comfort are poured 

out, “Do not be afraid.”  We know 

those words, and every time an 

angel greets someone throughout 

the biblical narrative, those same 

words are spoken.  You may have 

seen those same few words over 

the past few weeks.  I know I have 

seen them in several blog post and 

emails reminding us that the words 

“do not be afraid” appear 365 

times in Scripture.  In a quick “fact 

check” I’m not sure that is quite 

true.  However, what is true, is that 

there is always hope for with God 

all things are possible, and if we 

place our confidence and trust in 

God, we should have no reason to 

live in fear.  

So while the unknowns still seem to 

stand before us, while we may still 

all be living in quarantine, while the 

fear and doubt of today may 

seem to overwhelm us, remember 

our calling.  “God is among us!  We 

are called to go out!”  Remember 

that Mary was called out from her 

solitary place to venture to the 

tomb.  Remember that she was 

bold enough to set her fears aside  

to pay her respects to our Lord.  As 

she did, she encountered the  
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Sunday Worship: 
10:00 a.m.  

All worship services within 

the physical walls of  

First Lutheran are  

suspended, with May 10th as 

the tentative date we will 

meet to worship together 

again within the walls of First 

Lutheran. 

Broadcast live on 93.3 FM 

or 1600 AM and 

livestreamed on Facebook  

firstlutherantiffin 
 

Wednesday 
Times of Reflection: 

2-4 and 5:30-7:30 for  

Individuals who wish  

A blessing, meditation,  

private communion 
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April 10
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purest joy ever known . . . the 

resurrected Christ!  Our God who 

conquered fear, doubt and 

death! 

May you be blessed this April as 

we journey through Holy Week 

and Easter to celebrate the 

blessings that only God can give! 

Stay safe, healthy, and be well! 

God’s Blessings, 

 

Opportunity for Prayer  

and  

Reflection 

As you feel the need, you are 

welcome to come in during our 

office hours (9-4 Tuesday – 

Thursday) to come, individually, 

to the Chapel or the Nave for 

prayer and personal reflection.  

The doors are open to provide a 

space for you. 

Wednesday’s With Pastor 

Pastor Bailey is inviting anyone to 

join him in the Chapel on 

Wednesday from 2 – 4 p.m. or 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You may 

use this time for personal prayer, 

healing anointing oil, and 

communion.  This is also a great 

opportunity pick up your 

quarterly devotions, your LEGO 

Lent pieces, or to leave your 

tithes and offerings.   Our only 

request is that we all practice 

good social distancing skills while 

here.  If you see another 

individual/family in the chapel, 

please be patient and wait in 

the hallway until invited inside.  

Also, if you feel ill in any way, 

shape, or form, or if you are 

uncomfortable going out, please 

stay home. 

Need Something To Do?   

Before all meetings, classes and worship were postponed, our Confirma-

tion Youth were busy journeying through the Old Testament.  Youth were 

asked to pick a story they wanted to learn more about, and each week 

we dug deeper into God’s word as we explored together.  I would invite 

you and your family to do the same.  Why not try a few nights a week to 

open your Bible, read, reflect, and grow together as a family and as a 

people of God?  Need a suggestion where to start?  Here’s a list of the 

Confirmation Class favorites and where to find them: 

Adam & Eve Genesis 2:4 - 3:24 

Noah and the Flood Genesis 6:5 – 9:17 

The Tower of Babel Genesis 11:1-9 

Isaac’s Blessing Genesis 27:1 – 28:5 

Joseph and his Coat Genesis 37:2-36, 39:1 – 46:7 

Moses and the Burning Bush Exodus 3:1 – 4:17 

The Ten Plagues Exodus 7:14 – 11:10 

Crossing the Red Sea Exodus 13:17 – 14:31 

Water from the Rock Exodus 17:1-1 

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20:1-17 

The Golden Calf Exodus 32:1-35  

The Talking Donkey Numbers 22:21-38 

The Fall of Jericho Joshua 6:1-23 

David & Goliath 1 Samuel 17:1-51 

Jonah and the Whale Jonah 1:1 – 3:1a 

Youth BBQ 

Following the CDC’s guidelines for crowds and mass gatherings, the 

Youth BBQ is postponed, and we hope to reschedule for this Fall.  Please 

stay tuned for a new date and time.  As we wait for this annual tradition, 

we are still collecting prizes and donations to raffle off as part of the  

celebration.  If you would 

like to make a donation 

please contact Pastor Bailey 

or Melissa Chester.   
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 THANK YOU / ANNOUNCEMENTS / BIRTHDAYS 

TRANSITIONS 

Thank you from… 

Thank you all so much for the 

Valentine Day’s box, if really 

made my day when I got it. I am 

so very sorry that this thank you 

and message is coming so late. 

Overall, college is going pretty 

well; it was a little rough at the 

beginning with the whole 

adjustment of being away from 

everything, but as time went on it 

eventually got better. During this 

period of time, I started to trust a 

lot more in God than what I used 

to and by knowing that God 

guides me and helps me through 

the things I may be going through 

it helps put me at ease. My studies 

are going well, and I was on the 

Provost List for Fall 2019, which was 

pretty exciting. I am currently 

deciding if I am going to change 

my major, but other than that, my 

studies have been great, not as 

hard as I thought they were going 

to be. I’ve been really lucky that I 

have made some pretty great 

friends at Capital, and we are  

currently trying to room together 

next year, so I am pretty excited 

for that. Altogether, college is 

pretty good, and I can not wait to 

see what happens in the future! 

Again, thank you so much for the 

Valentine Day’s box, and again, 

sorry this email is coming so late. 

Thank you again!  

Sincerely, 

Aubrey Margraf 

West Ohio Food Bank 

April 23rd will be the next 

opportunity to lend a hand as 

we help to feed Seneca County. 

 

 Distribution begins at 1.  

Volunteers are welcome anytime 

after noon.   

 

If you are in need of assistance, 

know that the line starts forming 

around 10 a.m.  Feel free to 

come early, as supplies are on a 

first-come, first-serve basis.  

Many thanks to those who are 

faithful in helping each month! 

3  Ron Clark 

  Austin Bell 

4  Natalie Wertz 

5  Becca Kobelt 

  Emily Stacy 

6  Jay Eckelberry 

9  Ann Koning 

11  Jerry Wheatley 

12  Paul Crerar 

13  Rudolf Karle Jr. 

  Spencer Pauly 

15  Erin Bhagat 

  Claire Hall 

16  Denise Stephens 

17  Cindy Weickert 

  Morgan Wise 

20  Nancy Owens 

21  Megan Moneer 

22  Rick Nominee 

  Zachary Ross 

23  Marissa Stephens 

24  Mikaelynnn Sallee 

25  Emma Blott 

26  Tannah Bower 

27  Lydia Vallery 

28  Angie  Bell 

  Betty Rush 

30  Amy Swope 

  Nathan Wise 

Thank you from... 

I want to thank you, specifically, 

those who handled the college 

student care packages. It is 

always really appreciated for 

the time and effort that goes 

into delivering these packages. I 

really appreciate having the 

snacks, and I hope everyone 

involved with the process knows 

that their work is very much 

appreciated. Great to know 

that the congregation is thinking 

of me while away at college. 

Thank you! 

Chet Margraf 

Kristi Loy-Hetzel 

9/21/1949-3/22/2020 
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Greetings from Childhood Ministries!   

We started out the month of March looking forward to celebrating Dr. Seuss,  St. Patrick's Day , Spring and 

warmer weather.   Some of our Preschool classes were finally going to enjoy Pajama Day, after re-scheduling 

twice because of school closings.  Ms. Mindy and Ms. Ashley were finishing student evaluations and getting 

ready for Parent-Teacher conferences. 

 

The Pre Three classes focused on Dr. Seuss the first week of March.  The children enjoyed various stories and 

related art projects and activities.   All of the children were able to try green eggs and ham.  The second 

week the children enjoyed a unit on frogs. They focused on the color purple, diamond shape and the letter 

"F". 

 

The Pre Four and Five classes began the month by celebrating Dr. Seuss and enjoying many related activities, 

including making and eating green eggs and ham. "Wacky Wednesday" was really fun for the class, as the 

room was turned upside down and backwards.  Ms. Mindy couldn't find her key to the classroom, so she had 

to find Mike to unlock the door!  (Wink-Wink)  The classes also focused on letter "A".  

 

The following week, the classes focused on the letter "M" and the story "The Mitten".  The classes enjoyed the 

story and ended the week by using puppets and a large sheet as they acted out the story. The Pre Four and 

Five classes also enjoyed a visit from Ms. Lorie, visiting librarian from TSPL. 

 

Extended Care children were celebrating Dr. Seuss with special stories, snacks, art activities and games.  We 

also enjoyed playing outdoors and enjoying the fresh air.   

 

And then.....................COVID-19  started appearing!!  The Governor closed schools in Ohio!!!   Our board 

decided we would close preschool classes and keep the daycare center open as long as we had children/

families  that needed us.   Meanwhile,  Ms. Mindy and Ms. Ashley were cleaning toys and completing Parent 

Conferences. We stayed open as long as feasible. Unfortunately, with a lack of students and the Governor’s 

new mandates, we were forced to close the Day Care Center also. We hope and pray that this will run it's 

course and we can soon return to normal, with our classrooms full of preschoolers,  laughter and learning!   

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

Director of Childhood Ministries 

NEWS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES 

Holy Humor   
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS /  

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER 

 

Sunday 
Thursday 

Friday 
Sunday Sunday Sunday 

April 5 April 9 & 10 April 12  April 19  April 26 

Palm Sunday 

Maundy  
Thursday 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 
Second  

Sunday after 
Easter 

Third Sunday 
after Easter 

Lector Jan Grangaard TBD TBD TBD TBD 

National Youth Gathering 

Attention all youth currently in 7th – 11th grade.  Its time to start thinking about the National Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis, June 29 - July 3, 2021.  While registration is still several months away, if you are interested in at-

tending, please make your intent known to Pastor Bailey so that we can start to figure out our potential group 

size and the number of adults needed to attend as well.  

Worship at Home 

As we have currently shifted our worship opportuni-

ties to worshipping at home, you may be asking 

yourself how do I do that?  Here are some great sug-

gestions.   

Designate a room or a corner of a room as a 

family worship space. 

Take a side table, and dress that as your “altar” 

with candles, an open Bible, and space for 

your phone or tablet if you are watching on 

Facebook Live. 

15 – 20 minutes before hand, put on some quiet 

music to create a peaceful space. 

Light your candles, even think about some  

scented candles, to call your heart to wor-

ship. 

Be sure all other distractions are turned off and 

put away.   

Tune in at 10 a.m. and allow yourself to focus on 

the grace, peace, and love of God. 

Welcome to our new Livestream “Worship Studio”! 
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 YOUTH EVENTS  

All Youth Events are suspended until we are released from the Social Distancing practices  

that are currently in place. While this is certainly an inconvenience, we would much rather follow the  

precautions outlined than have you become ill or unknowingly carry the COVID –19 virus to someone else. 

In place of group youth events, here are some suggestions of things you might do with your extended  

Spring Break. 

Teaching Teens to Cook & Bake 

Every kitchen technique you’ll ever need to know – 
Learn every basic cooking technique in the book with 
these super-simple how-to videos from the Bon Appet-
it test kitchen. 
Learn how to cook the perfect grilled cheese – my 
friend Erin created several cooking videos for kids this 
week. While they may be targeted to tweens, no one 
can leave for college without this skill! 

Bake the perfect batch of chocolate chip cookies – the 
secrets for everything from how to mix to how long to 
bake. 

Practice making the family’s weekly meal plan 

Make a charcuterie board 

Perfect basic knife skills – Food Network makes it 
easy… 

Work your way through every recipe in a favorite cook-
book 

How Teens Can Stay in Shape 

Many of our teens are athletes. My kids’ 
coaches already sent an email asking 
them to do the stretches they normally do 
at the beginning of practice, plus find ways 
to work on their hand-eye coordination. 

I’ve already seen many online fitness web-
sites and apps extending their free trial. 
Not to mention, YouTube is full of free fit-
ness channels. 

Beach Body – free 2-week trial 

Take a hike, literally – social distancing doesn’t mean 
you have to stay inside,  

Learn a New Skill 

Being stuck inside for an extended period 
of time is the perfect time to learn a new 
skill. Whether it’s to earn extra cash or 
serve as a way to escape and relax, any 
one of these ideas could become a new fa-
vorite pastime: 

Get creative – Jerry’s Artarama has free online art in-
struction videos. 

Learn to play the guitar – this guitar icon offers a free 
trial 

Learn a new language – my kids prefer Duolingo and 
Tiny Cards. They may not be fluent by the time they 
return to school, but they could learn some new words 
and phrases. 

Write an eBook 

Study accounting – hear me out: tax season is upon us 
and schools surely aren’t teaching our kids how to keep 
basic books; this is the time for them to learn. 

Take a personality test – (anyone heard of 
the Enneagram?) 

Follow my tips for How to Record an Online Video 

just stay a safe distance away from others. 

Peloton App – no bike necessary! That’s right, the Pelo-
ton App is currently offering a 90-day free trial on its 
app, offering workouts that you can do without their 
famous bike. 

Jump rope or shoot some hoops outside 

Nike Training Club App – This top-rated app offers 185 
free workouts for all ages. 

Fitness Blender YouTube Channel – 6 million  
subscribers can’t be wrong! 

Start dancing – think TikTok, but longer   

Organize something, pick up knitting, learn origami. 

The ideas are endless… 

Ideas from>samiconeathome.com/things-for-teens-to-do-while-stuck-at-home 

https://www.bonappetit.com/video/series/how-to-do-every-basic-cooking-technique
https://www.instagram.com/p/B92DMT0HOUc/
https://www.samicone.com/perfect-chocolate-chip-cookies-recipe-tips/
https://www.samicone.com/category/food/meal-plans-food/
https://www.instagram.com/thatcheeseplate
https://www.foodnetwork.com/how-to/articles/knife-skills-101
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/free-art-instruction-videos
https://www.fender.com/play
https://www.samicone.com/making-sense-of-the-enneagram-more-than-a-number/
https://www.onepeloton.com/app
https://www.youtube.com/user/FitnessBlender
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God calls us to care, share, forgive, reconcile, and trust. 
 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Agenda 

February 19, 2020 

Present: Pastor Bailey, Rick Greene, Deb Nominee, Kelly 

Cook, Bonnie Oberlander, 

Amy Mills, Anna Wildman, Janet Zirger 

 

Absent: Kristi Loy-Hetzel, Jane Fruth, Kelly Reis-Kelly 

 

Rick called the meeting to order. 

 

Devotions: Pastor Bailey gave devotions. 

Approve today’s agenda: Deb motioned to accept, Anna 

seconded, motion passed. 

Approve January minutes: Bonnie motioned to accept, 

Kelly seconded, motion passed. 

Approve January financial reports: report was tabled until 

Jane is present to explain the report. Bonnie motioned to 

table the report, Amy seconded, motion passed. 

 

Old Business: 

Discuss new entrance for the school. Bonnie spoke to this 

following Childhood Ministry meeting. The board 

recommends a committee comprised of a preschool 

member, 2-3 members from the congregation and Bonnie 

from council be formed for discussion of security entrances 

and to meet with construction companies .Bonnie will 

contact people for membership to this committee. There is 

also a need for additional quotes. Bonnie motioned to 

create this committee, Kelly seconded, the motion passed. 

 

New business: 

Discuss new Counseling 

Connections Center. The 

Christian Counseling Center 

housed in our church has closed. 

Two of the counselors are in the 

process of starting Counseling 

Connections Center, LLC. A new 

lease for this for profit group is 

being drawn up. Until the  

 contract is completed the center 

will not be charged rent for the 

month of March. A motion to not 

charge the center rent for March 

was made by Kelly, seconded by 

Amy, the motion passed.  

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

We appreciate your 

gifts. The QR code 

will take you to our 

online giving page. 

Continued on page 8 

Financial Report 

Month ending January 2020 
   

  Month          YTD 

Income 
 

Parish  $21,179             $21,179 

C.M.  $17,119             $17,119 

  $38,298             $38,298 
 

Expenses               

Parish  $17,159             $17,159 

C.M.   $  8,264             $  8,264 

  $25,423             $25,423 
 

Total Income  

Less Expenses      $12,875             $12,875  
 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 
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 NEWS  

HINTS - none this month 

 

Room use request. Three 

requests were made and 

approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  

Our youth will be hosting 

their annual Shrove 

Tuesday pancake dinner 

on February 25th from 5-

6:30.  

The deadline for registering 

for the 2020 Youth 

Mission Trip is the end of 

February.  

“LEGO Lent” will be our 

theme this year. Mini lego 

kits will be used by our 

families. 

“We are Healed” is our 

theme for Wednesdays. 

The services will be 

presented in rotation by a 

team of pastors or 

seminarians.  

 

Committee Reports:  

Property - Boiler has been 

fixed. Drinking fountains 

have been replaced and 

paid for by a donor.  

Parish Ed. - no report 

Worship & Music - request for 

$4573 to repair organ. A 

motion was made by Deb to 

repair the organ with money to 

come from a fund to yet be 

determined, seconded by 

Amy, motion passed.  Also a 

request to sign a contract for 

Toledo Symphony Orchestra 

to perform a concert 

December 15th. Motion to sign 

a contract made by Anna, 

seconded by Amy, motion 

passed.  

Childhood Ministry -Preschool 

closed 3 days because of 

snow. Father of preschooler 

tapped our maple tree and 

gave a presentation to 

students of how it becomes 

syrup. Pancakes will be eaten 

with the syrup. A small bottle 

of syrup is to be sent home 

with the students. Step Up to 

Quality will be doing their 

second parent meeting. We 

are waiting for information 

from the state to earn our third 

star. 

 

Motion to adjourn: A motion 

was made by Deb and 

seconded by Amy, motion 

passed. 

 

Next meeting: Due to our 

Lenten service, the meeting 

will be in the Library on 

Tuesday, March 17th at 7:30. 

 

Devotions next meeting: 

Pastor Bailey will be doing 

this from now on using a 

prepared program from the 

Synod. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Janet Zirger 

Council Secretary 
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   1 

2-4p and 5:30-
7:30 

Chapel time w/ 
Pastor 

 

 

2 

 

3 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

 

4 

5  PALM 
 SUNDAY 

10:00a 
Live stream and 

radio 
 

6 

Office Closed 
 
  

7 

 

8 

2-4p and 5:30-
7:30 

Chapel time w/ 
Pastor 

9 

Maundy Thursday 
Worship TBA 

10  

Good Friday 
Worship TBA 

11 

 

12 EASTER 

10:00a  
Live stream and 

radio 
  

13 

Office Closed 
 

 

14 
 
 

 

15 
2-4p and 5:30-

7:30 
Chapel time w/ 

Pastor 

16 

 

17 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

18 

19 

10:00a 
Live stream and 

radio 
  

20 

Office Closed 

 
 

21 
Information 

for 
SCROLL 

DUE 
TODAY! 

22 

 
2-4p and 5:30-

7:30 
Chapel time w/ 

Pastor 

23 
1:00p West Ohio 

Food Bank 
@ First  

 

24 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

25 

26 

10:00a  
Live stream and 

radio 
 
  

27 

Office Closed 
 

28 29 

2-4p and 5:30-
7:30 

Chapel time w/ 
Pastor 

 
 

30 
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