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     From Pastor Bailey  

We were blessed with a gift in early 

December, and like every great 

gift, it is one that continues to give 

back to us in many and various 

ways.  What was that gift?  Simply 

put it was a Sunday without heat in 

our main Worship Space.  You may 

recall with me Sunday December 

1.  If you weren’t here, you missed 

something special.  As it was nearly 

55 degrees in the Nave, 

comfortable enough for 10 – 15 

minutes but not for an hour or 

more. A quick decision was made 

that morning to move worship into 

the Chapel.  Special thanks should 

be given to the Confirmation Youth 

for their assistance in setting up 

chairs and helping to move 

everything we needed for the 

morning.  All in all, we filled the 

Chapel and had a wonderful 

crowd with only a few seats 

remaining.   

The highlight was the conversations 

that took place afterwards.  

Individuals said things like, we sang 

better, it was nice to see a room 

full, we worshiped together better, 

it was intimate, wonderful, fun, a 

great worship experience.  

Interestingly enough, Worship and 

Music met that following 

Wednesday for their monthly 

meeting.  I asked what their 

thoughts were of worshiping in the 

Chapel, and the same comments 

were made.  From there I asked 

the question, “How do we recreate 

that same environment in the big 

room?”  Out of that question, the 

entire committee shared in 

conversation on what could be 

done in the Nave to recreate the 

same type of setting that we all 

seemed to enjoy as we gathered 

for Worship on December 1st.  Out 

of our conversation, came the 

idea and creation of making a 

screen out of our seasonal 

banners. 

It probably came to you as a 

surprise to walk in on December 8th,  

seeing the back 1/3 of the space 

partitioned off with our seasonal 

banners.  As surprised as you may 

have been, it worked!  All in all, the 

same comments were shared: we 

sang better, it was nice to see a 

room full, we worshiped together 

better, it was intimate, wonderful, 

fun, a great worship experience.  

What a blessing! 

So why does this make a 

difference?  I tried to pull the book 

off of my bookshelf, but I couldn’t 

find it.  However, going back to the 

days of studying architecture, 

sociology, and learning systems 

theory in Seminary, one of the 

many books I read reflected on 

seating capacity.  Within every 

worship space there is a magic 

“sweet spot” for creating ideal 

worship.  If I remember correctly, 

anything below 35% of the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Sunday Worship: 
10:00 a.m.  

Broadcast live on 93.3 FM 

or 1600 AM 
 

Midweek Worship: 
Suspended until February 26th 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Senior Choir: 
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5:45 p.m. on Mondays  

 

Council Meeting: 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.18th 
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Sunday Group: 

On break until February 
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First @ Lunch 
January 12th @ Golden Crown 
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meets on 

the third 

Monday 

of each month at 1:30 PM in the 

Church Library. Upcoming books: 

January - Becoming by Michelle 

Obama 

February-The Pioneers by David 

McCullough 

March-Sold on a Monday by  

Kristina McMorris 

PIECE CORP 

 

 

 

Next meeting will be at 9AM 

January 8th in Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone is invited to help put 

together quilts. No experience is 

needed.  

There is a job for everyone!    

TRANSITIONS 

GROUPS 

FIRST@LUNCH will meet on January 

12th  at Golden Crown.  

Everyone is invited to join the group. 

WOMEN’S  

BIBLE STUDIES 

Monday 7PM  

1/6   Home of Carol Jarrett 

1/13 Home of Janet Meyer 

1/20 Home of Judy Kimmel 

Contact Beth Myers for details @  

419-447-8507. 

 

Wednesday 10:15AM in the 

Church Library. 

 

Thursday 7PM  

at homes of various members. 

Contact Ruth in the Church 

Office for details @419-447-1323.  

(T-TH) 

comfortable seating is considered 

to reflect a dying congregation 

which often struggles in worship.  

On the opposite end of the 

spectrum, anytime worship is over 

80% of the comfortable seating its 

time to consider adding 

additional worship services.  Not to 

bore you with numbers, but here 

are some statistics to ponder:   

• With out the screens our 

Comfortable Seating Capacity 

is 348.  At 35% - 122.  At 80 % - 

287. 

• With the screens our 

Comfortable Seating Capacity 

is 204.  At 35% - 71.  At 80 % - 

163. 

• Our average Sunday 

attendance for 2018 was 101.  

Subtract from that 20 people 

who are sitting in the choir loft 

or serving as worship assistants.  

This gives us an average of 81 

people sitting in the pews.   

Pulling all of this information 

together, our worship space is too 

big for our every day needs.  

Studies would place us in the 

statics of a dying/struggling  

congregation, and I firmly believe 

that we are far from that.  As our 

mission statement proclaims, “God 

is among us!” we can recall that 

God is still at work in our midst and 

that many great things are 

happening here at First Lutheran.  

By forcing ourselves to sit a little bit 

closer together, we show signs of 

a healthy congregation, worship 

and celebrating the blessings of 

God here in this place.   

Together in this New Year, let us 

give thanks for these blessings as 

we continue to worship and serve 

together. 

God’s Blessings,   

(Continued from page 1) 

John Brueggemeier 

9/29/1942-11/29/2019 

2  Peyton Demith 

  Hannah Eppley 

  Peyton Phares 

  Anneliese Rochester 

3  Lori Bell 

5  Evelyn Marker 

7  Kathy Bosse 

8  Diane Greene 

12  John Bailey 

  Shelley Ross 

  Brandon Stephens 

13  Jan Grangaard 

16  Maxum Hoyda 

18  Pat Wise 

  Judy Kimmel 

19  Olivia Pauly 

22  Sue Johnson 

25  Kendra Bosse 

26  Taylin Bell 

27  Melissa Chester 

29  Phil Engle 

  Bob Meyer 
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 THANK YOU / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank You from the Bailey  

Family… 

Many Thanks to everyone who 

shared gifts, cards, and well-wishes 

with us over the Christmas Holiday. 

It was a blessed reminder of the 

care and love we have for one 

another, united around the Nativi-

ty of our Lord. Thank You all again 

for your loving generosity! 

WE NEED... 

We are in great need of more 

people to help with some behind-

the-scenes work! Here are two 

ways you can help: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1– Altar Guild needs to add at 

least one person to their monthly 

rotation to help set up and clean 

up communion. You may also be 

called upon to help change  

paraments for the liturgical season 

or to refresh the eternal light 

 

2– We need people to  

deconstruct altar flowers so they 

can be distributed to church 

members (who are ill or  

homebound) as a way to brighten 

their day. 

 

If you would be willing to do  

either of these jobs, please let the 

Office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our live plants are now under the 

capable care of  

Connie Spitler. A HUGE THANK YOU 

to Connie for taking over this task.  

I am sure the plants are thankful 

they will now be getting regular 

water and attention. 

 

 

West Ohio Food Bank 

The West Ohio Food Bank 

distribution is moving indoors.  

Well kind of! To keep our 

volunteers safe and warm, we 

are going to load the shopping 

carts and do “curb side delivery” 

for our families in need. 

January19th will be our next 

opportunity for refining this new 

system, so come and lend a 

hand as we help to feed Seneca 

County.  Distribution begins at 1.  

Volunteers are welcome anytime 

after noon.  If you are in need of 

assistance, know that the line 

starts forming around 10 a.m.  

Feel free to come early, as 

supplies are on a first-come, first-

serve basis. Thanks to those who 

are faithful in helping each 

month! 

Thank You from Donna 

Brueggemeier and family... 

Dear Church Family, I want to 

thank all of you for all the many 

prayers that you said for John  

during his long battle with cancer. 

Thank you also for all the cards 

you sent, which helped boost his 

spirits. Also, thank you to all the 

men who took him to radiation 

treatments. He sure enjoyed 

visiting with each of you! To the  

women who made phone calls 

and made the wonderful food 

and organized the funeral dinner, 

my family and I say thank you so 

much. The food was delicious! To 

Pastor Bailey, a sincere thank you 

for all your visits to our home, 

nursing homes, and even all the 

way to Columbus. It meant so 

much to John and to me. Myself 

and my family also thank you for 

the wonderful touching sermon 

for John. I feel I owe so many 

thank yous, and I hope I haven’t 

missed anyone. God bless you all! 

A belated Thank You  

because Office Ruth over-

looked it for last month’s 

SCROLL! 

A big thank you to everyone who 

donated candy and volunteered 

with Halloween Hospitality!  It was 

a wonderful night with lots of  

visitors enjoying a beautiful  

evening.  We had many words of 

thankfulness for our generosity of 

the doughnuts, (which we ran 

out of), and the hot drinks!  It was 

great to be part of the  

community! 

Thank You from Bonnie & Mike 

Oberlander... 

Thank you for the cards,  

contributions, phone calls and 

words of comfort after the death 

of our brother.   

We truly appreciate the prayers 

and support of Pastor Bailey  

and our friends at First. 
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Greetings from Childhood Ministries!   

The children and staff have all been very active! There are many things 

to do here to get ready for Christmas and the New Year, also. 

The children have helped decorate trees in the Preschool and 

Extended Care rooms. The Pre-Four and Five Classes have been 

practicing for their Christmas Program since before Thanksgiving. 

 

Our Pre-Three classes have been learning about The Gingerbread Man 

and Christmas. They have focused on the color green, the star shape , 

and have reviewed letters A, P and T. They are getting ready for their 

Christmas Open House by doing holiday activities and making 

decorations to share with their families. They are also looking forward to 

their class party before leaving for break! 

 

Our Pre-Four and Five classes have been getting in the Christmas spirit 

while learning Christmas songs, fingerplays and how to play rhythm 

sticks together, in preparation for their program. The classes have 

focused on letters “O” (ornaments), “Q” (Quilts) and “G” (Gingerbread 

man). The children are working on writing and knowing all of the letters 

of their first and last names. Some have mastered name writing and 

have moved on to learning their birthdate, address and phone 

number. The classes will decorate gingerbread men as well as other 

holiday-related activities before they go on break. 

 

Our Extended Care children have been enjoying a variety of Christmas 

related activities and snacks. We are excited to announce that we 

have hired Gena Begue to work in the afternoons. After completing 

her training, she will be closing the center. If you see her, say “Hi” and 

welcome her! Due to few families needing our services, we will also be 

closed most of the last two weeks of December. We will enjoy 

spending time with our family and friends! 

 

As we think about the holiday season, I want to thank all of the 

“angels” that help to make our mission here at First Lutheran possible. 

Our staff, the entire staff of First Lutheran and our dedicated board 

members go above and beyond to make this all possible! Thanks to 

the parents who entrust us with their children. Also, thanks to anyone 

who has made a donation to our programs, whether it is juice leftover 

from Fellowship Hour, new markers, mulch for our play yard, a brand 

new box of MagnaTiles, repairing our tricycle fleet, repairing the rusted-

out bottom step, putting the air conditioner in when needed, or saying 

a prayer for us, you are greatly appreciated! 

 Again, thanks to all of you who support our program!  

 

Sincerely, 

Jane Frederick,  

NEWS FROM  

CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES 

Holy Humor   
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

  

Sunday           Sunday Sunday       Sunday 

1/5/2020 1/12/2020 1/19/2020 1/26/2020 

2 Christmas/Epiphany Baptism of Our Lord 2 Epiphany 3 Epiphany 

Acolytes Julia & Aaron Wildman 
Brance & Bryce 

Gebauer 
Avery & Ella Hoover 

Kennedy & Kiersten 
Garlock 

Lector John Kobelt Ruth Lape Carol Jarrett Isabella Meyer 

Communion Assistants 

John Kobelt 
Jan Grangaard 
Shelley Ross 

Melissa Chester 
Gracie Chester 
Garrett Chester 

John Swope 
Beth Myers 

Connie English 

Wendy Bailey 
John Bailey 

Michael Ross 

Ushers 
Wendy, John and Andrew 

Bailey? 
? ? ? 

Children’s Church  Jan Grangaard  Mary Hoyda 

Offering Counters ? ? Beth & Jack Myers ? 

Greeter(s) ? Diane & Rick Greene ? ? 

Fellowship Hour  Ann Koning Diane Greene 
Baked Potato Bar/

Annual Meeting 

Bread Baker Beth Margraf Beth Margraf Beth Margraf Beth Margraf 

Altar Guild      Beth Myers  Beth Myers Beth Myers Beth Myers 

Pew Crew  Kristi Loy-Hetzel Kristi Loy-Hetzel Kristi Loy-Hetzel Kristi Loy-Hetzel 

Snow Removal John Kobelt Bob Fruth Shawn Vallery Jim Ruess 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled following Worship and the Annual Baked Potato Bar on  

Sunday, January 26th.  

In the case of bad weather, an alternate date of Sunday, February 2nd is being 

announced as the make-up meeting date. 

Please mark your calendar. 
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 YOUTH EVENTS  

Confirmation Youth 

We are changing things for January! Please note the 

following schedule changes. Confirmation Youth will 

be meeting for class on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in 

January. This will give us class time on Sunday 

January 12th and Sunday, January 26th. Class begins 

at 8:45 a.m. 

High School Youth  

With Christmas Break and Pastor Bailey’s Travels, the 

High School Youth will not be meeting in January. 

We will resume our studies in February. Looking 

forward to seeing you then! 

Youth Night 

January’s Youth Night will be on Sunday, January 12th 

from 4-6. We’ll make this one a game night, so bring 

your favorite games to share and we’ll enjoy a warm 

evening indoors as we spend time together. Also, 

mark your calendars for President’s Day Weekend, 

Feb. 16-17, as we will gather for a Winter Lock-In. 

More details will follow in the month ahead. 

2020 Mission Trip 

2020 is now here and it’s time to get serious about 

our Summer Mission Trip. This year we will go out into 

the world June 7-12 under the theme, “Disciples  

Under Construction.” Our destination...Tiffin, Ohio!  

That’s right, we are serving in our own community this 

year. Registration Deadline has now been set for 

February 23rd, so please get your name to Pastor  

Bailey as soon as possible. 

 

As we continue to plan, we are looking for ideas 

how/where our youth can serve, in our own back 

yard. If you have any ideas please pass them on to 

Pastor Bailey. During our week together we will be 

staying at Camp Glen, and we will include breaks 

from our work projects to enjoy a day of team-

building and an afternoon of canoeing on the 

Sandusky River.  

 

Registration Forms can be found on the Altar outside 

of Pastor’s office.  Cost per youth is $150 and each 

family is asked to find $225 in sponsors.   

 

2021 National Youth Gathering 

The first package of information landed on Pastor’s 

Bailey’s desk last month.  We are setting our sights on 

2021 and the National Youth Gathering in  

Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Registration opens  

September of 2020, so stay tuned for more infor-

mation as we look forward to this transformative life 

Get ready to help prepare and serve at this year’s 

Baked Potato Bar on January 26th before this year’s 

Annual Congregational Meeting. 

As in the past, youth members will provide the  

toppings for the baked potatoes. 

Butter, sour cream, bacon, scallions, broccoli, 

cheese, chili...What do you like to add to your baked 

potato? 

Don’t forget to put this date on your calendar! 

   Valentines Boxes for College Students 

As we say hello to a New Year we are looking ahead 

to Valentines Day and sharing a sweet box from First 

with our College students.  If you know a college  

student who would love a sweet box, please pass the 

address to Wendy Bailey or send it to the Church  

Office.   

Sign up sheets for donations and monetary gifts to 

cover shipping will be posted in the coming weeks. 
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God calls us to care, share, forgive, reconcile, and trust. 

 First Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

November 20, 2019 

Present: Pastor Bailey, John Swope, John Kobelt, Deb 

Nominee, Bonnie Oberlander, Kelly Cook, Allison Meyer, 

Jane Fruth, and Anna Wildman 
 

Absent: Jan Grangaard and Kristi Loy-Hetzel 
 

John S called the meeting to order and Anna shared 

devotions. 
 

Approved today’s agenda: John K motioned, Anna 

seconded, motion passed.  

Approved October minutes: Jane motioned, Deb 

seconded, motion passed. 

Approved October financial report: Deb motioned, 

John K seconded, motion passed. 
 

Old Business 

Supply pastor policy -Anna made a motion to approve 

presented updated policy, Allison seconded, motion 

passed 

Locks-5 being re-keyed at the Christian Counseling 

Center and 3 outside locks on the church. 

Childhood Ministries security-obtaining quotes 

Drinking fountains-John S getting quotes on repair/

replace 4 

Preschool step repair-a big Thank You to Dick Hohman 

for taking care of this for FLC and the preschool! 

Budget 2020, upcoming dealines/dates: reviewed dates  

Nominating Committee progress-moving forward with 

list of names and making contact 
New Business 

HINTS-$1 donation was in the box, no hints 

Room use request-none 
 

Pastor’s Reports:  report submitted  
 

Committee Reports: 
 

Finance:  Report submitted 
 

Stewardship: there will be new pew envelopes Dec 1 
 

Worship and Music: No report 
 

Parish Education: No report  
 

Financial Report 

Month ending November 2019 
   

  Month          YTD 

Income 
 

Parish  $32,817             $182,285 

C.M.  $14,929             $170,143 

  $47,746             $352,428 
 

Expenses               

Parish  $20,186             $226,652 

C.M.   $18,822             $121,652 

  $39,008             $348,304 
 

Total Income  

Less Expenses     -$8,738             $ 4,124  
 

Transfer from Investments 

 to cover expenses $0 

    

Evangelism, Fellowship, Social 

Ministry: No report. 32 

Thanksgiving baskets were put 

together by the youth, Spitlers, 

Ross’ and Chesters. A big Thank 

You to Bev Wott for organizing 

our Thanksgiving feast over the 

years. Next year, we will need a 

replacement as she “retires” 

from this position. FLC will again 

be  participating in the bell 

ringing, packing boxes at the 

Salvation Army and the Giving 

Tree this season. Thank you to 

the groups clean up, the 

Nominee family,  Crossways and 

our own Weed Warriors. We will 

be decorating for Advent after 

the service this Sunday. 
 

Childhood Ministries: No report. 

School board has approved the 

new hire Gena Begue as the 

COUNCIL NEWS 

We appreciate your 

gifts. The QR code 

will take you to our 

online giving page. 

Continued on page 8 
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NEWS  

afternoon aide. Looking 

for parent rep for the 

school board 
 

Property-No report 
 

John S asked for a motion 

to adjourn. Deb motioned 

and Jan seconded. The 

meeting adjourned in 

prayer.  

 Next Meeting:  

December 18
th 

7:15pm 
 

Devotions for next 

meeting: John K 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Allison Meyer 
Council Secretary 

Weather Policy Reminder 

In the event of inclement  

weather, check the local  

network channels: CBS, NBC 

and ABC or WTTF (1600 AM or 

93.3 FM) for cancellation  

information. 

 

WTVG.news@ABC.com 

WNWO news@abc24.com 

 

If Seneca County is under a  

Level 3, all services/activities 

will be cancelled. 

Offering Envelops 

The 2020 Envelopes are here and can be picked up in the  

Narthex.  If you were getting envelopes by mail, a box set and new 

number were given to you for 2020.  If you were e-giving or not  

getting envelops by mail, there currently is not a box for you.   

However, if you would like one, please contact the church office 

and a box will be prepared for you.   

 

Council Year 2020 

The Annual Meeting for the Congregation is on the calendar for 

January 26, 2020.  As we prepare for our Annual Meeting, please 

give consideration to serving on Church Council.   

This is a great way to serve Christ as we continue to lead First  

Lutheran into the future, celebrating the many blessings God has 

given us.  If you would be willing to be on Council or have  

questions, please see members of our Nominating Committee:   

Rick Greene, Linda Ellinger, or Beth Myers. 
 

Cleaning Position Available 

December 20th was Dom's last day as our Janitor.  We wish him well 

as he begins the next chapter of his employment  In his absence, 

Council is seeking your help.  Do you know of someone who might 

be interested in the position?  Would you be interested?  Could you 

help volunteer to see us through until we find someone new?  If you 

answered "yes" to any of these questions, please contact  

John Swope or Kelly Cook for more information. 

We are in serious need of volunteers to step up and fill the positions of  

Ushers, Counters, Greeters, Children’s Church volunteers and Fellowship 

Hour Hosts. Please consider signing up to help in at least one of these  

capacities. The church functions most efficiently when everyone does a 

small part to help. The added bonus is that volunteering makes your 

heart smile! (and puts a smile on the faces of those you serve) 

Reminder 

Wednesday evening services 

will resume on Ash Wednesday, 

February 26, 2020 
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   1  

Office Closed 

2 

7:00p Women’s 
Bible 
Study 
(depends 
on the 
weather) 

3 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

4 

 

5 

 8:59a Senior Choir 
10:00aCommunion 

Service  
11:00a Fellowship 

Hour 
 

6 

Office Closed 
 

 5:45p Bells of 
Praise 

 7:00p Women’s 
  Bible 

Study  

7 

All Annual  
Reports due 

to Ruth 
 

8 

9:00a Piece 
Corp 

10:15aWomen’s 
Bible 
Study 

 4:00p School 
Board 

 5:30p Exec.  

9 

7:00p Women’s 
Bible 
Study 

10 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

11 

 

12   

 8:45aConfirmation 
8:59a Senior Choir 
10:00aCommunion 
   Service  
11:00a Fellowship 

Hour 
11:30 First@Lunch 

at Golden 
Crown 

4-6 Youth Night 

13 

Office Closed 
 
 5:45p Bells of 

Praise 
 7:00p Women’s 
  Bible 
  Study  

14 

 

15 

10:15aWomen’s 
Bible 
Study 

5:30p Council 

16 

7:00p Women’s 
Bible 
Study 

17  

Office 
Closed 

     
Pastor’s Day 

Off 
 

18 

 

19   

  8:59a Senior Choir 
10:00aCommunion 
  Service  
11:00a Fellowship 

Hour  

20 

Office Closed 
1:30p  Bookworms  

Anon  
5:45p Bells of 

Praise 
 7:00p Women’s 
  Bible 

Study 

21 

Information 
for 

SCROLL 
DUE TODAY! 

22 
10:15aWomen’s 

Bible 
Study 

23 

 1:00p West Ohio 
Food Bank 
@ First  

7:00p Women’s 
Bible 
Study 

24 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

25 

26 

8:45aConfirmation 
8:59a Senior Choir 
10:00aCommunion 
  Service  
11:00a Baked 

Potato Bar / 
Annual 
Meeting  

  

27 

Office Closed 

 
5:45p Bells of 

Praise 
 7:00p Women’s 
  Bible 

Study 

28 29 

10:15aWomen’s 
Bible 
Study 

30 

7:00p Women’s 
Bible 
Study 

31 

Office 
Closed 

 
Pastor’s Day 

Off 

 

         

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor at Leadership Conference 
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First Lutheran Church 
 

300 Melmore St., Tiffin, Ohio 44883-3535 Tel: 419-447-1323 

Office Hours:  Tuesday — Thursday 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Website: firstlutherantiffin.com   E-mail: 1lutheran@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday morning worship is broadcast on WTTF, 1600 AM, 93.3 FM at 10:00 AM 

Follow us on Facebook:   www.facebook.com/firstlutherantiffin 
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